
HOURS: MON-FRI 7AM-9PM; SAT & SUN 7AM-8PM

1299
Bella Casara 
Burrata Cheese
250g tub

2 $5

399

save 
$2.98 
on 2

save 
$1.00

Garofalo Pasta 
500g pkg
Individual $2.99
selected varieties

Fresh Cantaloupe
Product of Guatemala 
or Costa Rica

To view our flyer online, go to www.gardenfoodsmarket.com 
HOURS: MON-FRI 7AM-9PM; SAT & SUN 7AM-8PM

OF 
YOUR 

flyer pricing valid through 
Thursday JANUARY 29th to wednesday february 4th, 2026.

501 QUEEN STREET SOUTH, BOLTON 905-857-1227



NOT A MEMBER? 
NOT A PROBLEM! 

Sign up to become a member and earn 500 Bonus Points 
when you opt in to receive emails and exclusive off ers. 
Scan the QR code or visit Longos.com/thank-you-rewards

$25THIS WEEK 
MEMBERS
SAVE OVER
See online fl yer for more deals. 25SAVE OVER
See online fl yer for more deals.

Queen 
Margherita Pizza
Individual $14.99
selected varieties

2 $22
Queen 
Margherita Pizza

22

2 $5
Fresh Raspberries 
or Blackberries
Product of Mexico
6oz pkg

Carbone Pasta 
Sauce 
660mL jar
selected varieties

899

2299

Longo's Frozen 
Cooked Black Tiger 
Shrimp Ring with 
Cocktail Sauce
480g pkg

$15
Longo's Frozen 
Chicken Ka� as
1.1kg pkg

599

Longo's Bake Your Own 
Pastel De Nata  6 pack 
450g pkg

799

Tre Stelle 
Ricotta Cheese
475g tub
selected varieties

2499
non–Member

499

Cracker Barrel
Natural Cheese Slices
200-240g pkg
selected varieties

699
non–Member 499

Longo's Essentials 
Peanut Butter
1kg jar
selected varieties

599
non–Member

$25
non–Member

799
non–Member

949
non–Member

Ruffl  es, Doritos, 
Tostitos or Cheetos 
150-295g pkg
selected varieties

349
FroM

buy 2 and earn
500 POINTS

499

Longo's Fresh 
Whole or Sliced King 
Oyster Mushrooms
Product of Ontario
200g pkg

599
non–Member

1299
non–Member

2 $24
non–Member

499
non–Member

save 
$10.00

save 
$4.98 
on 2

save 
$4.00

save 
$2.00

save 
$2.00

save 
$1.50

save 
$2.00

save 
$1.00

save 
$2.00

save 
$1.00

To view our flyer online, go to www.gardenfoodsmarket.com 
HOURS: MON-FRI 7AM-9PM; SAT & SUN 7AM-8PM

flyer pricing valid through 
Thursday JANUARY 29th to wednesday february 4th, 2026.

501 QUEEN STREET SOUTH, BOLTON 905-857-1227
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GLEN THE
PLUMBER

Reader’s Choice 2020/2021/2022
DIAMOND WINNER

For 

honest & 
dependable
plumbing 
service & 

installation 
call

416 565 0201

installation 
DIAMOND WINNER

2023GLEN THE
PLUMBER

Better Trained, Better Qualified, 
Better Job.

Your 
peace 
of mind 
is our top 
priority.

Better Trained, 
Better Qualified, 
Better Job.

416 565 0201

Yournestafinancial.ca • mortgages@yournesta.ca
12 Parr Blvd. Unit 2, Bolton

905-264-1000

FREE MORTGAGE PLANNING SERVICES
PRE-APPROVALS 
PURCHASES
REFINANCING 
RENEWALS
PRIVATE MORTGAGES
QUICK CLOSINGS…And More!

WE ARE A FULL SERVICE MORTGAGE BROKERAGE

RESIDENTIAL  •  INDUSTRIAL 
COMMERCIAL

Each Of� ce Independently Owned & Operated.

Al Spizzirri
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

BUYING? 
SELLING?
BEST TIME IS 
NOW!

1 QUEENSGATE BLVD,  UNIT 9 ,  BOLTON

416-258-8035
Of� ce: 905-857-7653

Kostynyk
Denture Centre
DENTURIST | DENTURE CENTRE | SINCE 1995

THE

David Kostynyk, DD, BSc.
905-857-4464

30 Martha St., Suite 105

Loose Dentures?
We can help

Emergency Repairs  
while you wait.

To Schedule Your  
Free Consultation 

Please Call

Kostynyk
Denture Centre
DENTURIST | DENTURE CENTRE | SINCE 1995

THE

David Kostynyk, DD, BSc.
905-857-4464

30 Martha St., Suite 105

Loose Dentures?
We can help

Emergency Repairs 
while you wait.

To Schedule Your 
Free Consultation

Please Call

David Kostynyk, DD, BSc.
905-857-4464

30 Martha St., Suite 105

ALL MECHANICAL WORK DONE HERE!ALL MECHANICAL WORK DONE HERE!

905-794-5642 or 905-893-9908905-794-5642 or 905-893-9908
tirejunction.catirejunction.ca

TIRE TIRE JUNCTIONJUNCTION
WINTER
TIRE SALETIRE TIRE SALSALEE

SPECIAL PRICE FOR PICK-UPS & SUVS
NEW & USED TIRES NEW & USED TIRES 

WINTER
         4 WHEEL 3D WHEEL ALIGNMENT

GET IN EARLY!CALL FOR 
SIZES

Discover the agent advantage 

I’ll take the time to recommend specific coverages for you, reassess 
your needs as your life changes, answer your questions, upgrade your 
limits to help ensure you’re not underinsured – and so much more. 

Enjoy home insurance that’s more than one-size-fits-all. 
Get in touch today. 

Stop in, call or click. 

19
21
0
0
1 Desjardins Insurance refers to Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company, underwriter of automobile and property insurance or Desjardins Financial Security Life 

Assurance Company, underwriter of life insurance and living benefits products.
Desjardins, Desjardins Insurance and related trademarks are trademarks of the Fédération des caisses Desjardins du Québec, used under licence.

Home insurance tailored to you.

ecnarusnI nworB nhoJ
secivreS laicnaniF dnA

 .cnI
tnegA ,nworB nhoJ

 dvlB rraP 12-b1
notloB NO

 8108-758-509
 ac.nhojhtiwecnarusni

John Brown 
Insurance 
And Financial 
Services Inc.
John Brown, Agent
1b-21 Parr Blvd
Bolton, ON
905-857-8018
insurancewithjohn.ca
john@insurancewithjohn.ca

FINANCING 
FROM FOR

MONTHS 2026OFFER ENDS FEB 2nd, 2026

(Left to Right) Lieutenant Colonel Wade Sett, Captain (ret’d) Kevin Junor, Mayor Annette Groves, MPP Sylvia Jones.                 PHOTO BY RILEY MURPHY

Caledon commemorates No. 2 Construction 
Battalion with memorial plaques
BY RILEY MURPHY
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

The No. 2 Construction Battalion is the 
largest Black unit in Canadian history, whose 
members, for numerous years, faced adversity, 
rejection, and racism in their attempt to serve 
their country.

The Town of Caledon has issued a commem-
orative plaque not only to recognize the service 
of the Battalion, but also to honour Caledon res-
ident Thomas Bush, a member of the Battalion 
who died during the First World War.

The plaque was unveiled at North Peel Com-

munity Church, where various community 
members, members of Council, dignitaries, and 
Canadian Armed Forces Members and Veterans 
gathered to remember the legacy of the Battal-
ion.

“Their legacy is one of resilience, service, 
and quiet excellence. Today, we ensure that leg-
acy is visibly and permanently acknowledged,” 
said Alethia O’Hara-Stephenson, event emcee 
and King Charles III Coronation Medal recip-
ient. 

“I am proud to recognize the historic contri-
bution, service, and legacy of Canada’s largest 
Black military unit which served during the 
First World War,” said Mayor Annette Groves. 

“The No. 2 Construction Battalion holds a 
unique and important place in Canadian histo-
ry as the country’s only all-Black unit to serve 
during the First World War.”

While many were enlisting in the First World 
War in 1914, by the beginning of 1915, almost 
200 Black volunteers had been turned away 
from registration, according to the Canadian 
Encyclopedia.

Following this large-scale rejection of Black 
volunteers, Black communities across Canada 
wrote to Militia Headquarters and the Gover-
nor-General to request that Black Canadians be 
allowed to enlist. 

Continued on Page A17

BY RILEY MURPHY
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Following an Anti-Extortion Summit held in 
Brampton on Tuesday, January 13, the Government 
of Canada is providing Peel Region with up to $1 
million to combat extortion crime.

Ruby Sahota, MP for Brampton North-Caledon, 
has discussed hopeful changes in extortion-related 
cases in Peel.

Continued on Page A5

MP highlights tools and 
collaboration in addressing 
extortion crimes

WINTER FUN - Freezing temperatures didn’t stop the Caledon Community from celebrating our First Responders this past week-
end as TPC Toronto at Osprey Valley hosted its First Responders Appreciation Family Skate over the weekend. For more, see Page A13. 

PHOTO BY TPC TORONTO
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12543 HIGHWAY 50, BOLTON, ONTARIO   (905) 791-3300 • INFO@BRMOTORS.CA • WWW.BRMOTORS.CA

2016 TOYOTA   
SIENNA   LE

127,449 KM

$25,995.00

2016 VW GOLF GTI | PLOW TRUCK

168,834 KM  |  $16,100.00

2014 INFINITI QX60
109,725 KM  |  $14,895.00

2021 FORD ESCAPE HYBRID   LS | AWD 
96,521 KM  |  $23,700.00

2019 RAM   2500   
TRADESMAN

73,036 KM

$45,995.00

2018 MAZDA   CX-5  
 GRAND TOURING

152,856 KM

$20,400.00

*The listed 
prices do 
not include 
Taxes , Safety 
Certifi cation 
or Licensing.

Nominate someone for our 
Volunteer Service Awards and our 

Citizen Achievement Awards between 
now and February 9, 2026! 

For full details on eligibility criteria and 
to nominate someone today, visit 

Caledon.ca/CivicAwardsProgram

Nominations for the 
Civic Awards Program 

are now open!

PROGRAM 

CIVIC
AWARDS 
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Caledon Council returns from ROMA after
discussing future of community
BY RILEY MURPHY
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Caledon Council recently travelled to To-
ronto to take part in this year’s Ontario Rural 
Leaders Conference, where they discussed 
important initiatives for the future of Cale-
don.

The Rural Ontario Municipal Association 
(ROMA) held the annual conference, where 
municipalities and organizations across On-
tario gathered to work together and discuss 
each municipality’s challenges and priorities.

Mayor Annette Groves noted that at 
ROMA they were able to meet with Provin-
cial ministries to discuss key priorities for 
the Town of Caledon.

Groves says that these conversations fo-
cused on issues that “matter most to the 
community,” including concerns around 
aggregates and the approval of OPA1, il-
legal land use and trucking, advancing the 
Caledon-Vaughan GO Line, improving 
safety along Highway 10, securing funding 
to support seniors and accessibility, a new 
courthouse, reliable high-speed internet, and 
ensuring that housing growth in Caledon is 
well supported while prioritizing local job 
creation.

“We were encouraged by the productive 
and collaborative discussions with the min-
istries, which demonstrated a strong com-
mitment to working with Caledon to move 
these priorities forward for the benefi t of our 

residents,” says Groves.
Christina Early, Regional Councillor for 

Caledon, who also sits on the Board of Di-
rectors for ROMA, says “rural priorities took 
center stage, giving Caledon unprecedented 
access.”

As a Board member, she says she partic-
ipated in the “most impactful conference 
yet,” with nearly 2,300 delegates from 316 
municipalities and 651 delegation meetings 
with 25 ministers, associate ministers, and 
parliamentary assistants.

“We prioritized updating the Municipal Act 
and Planning Act for stronger tools against 
illegal land use, ensuring no fi nancial short-
fall from Caledon’s Regional Development 
Charge Deferral commitment, and securing 
infrastructure funding. These aligned with 
rural-wide concerns like housing affordabili-
ty and economic resilience,” says Early.

She also noted Caledon’s various posi-
tions, including their position to update the 
Municipal Act and the Planning Act to give 
municipalities the tools to address illegal 
land use and Caledon’s position of ensuring 
that there is “no fi nancial shortfall resulting 
from the Regional Development Charge De-
ferral commitment.”

ROMA’s sessions tackled topics of hous-
ing, health care access, and community ser-
vices head-on.

Early says that issues such as illegal land 
use were vital conversations at ROMA.

“From my ROMA Board vantage, rural 
municipalities showed growing infl uence at 

Queen’s Park via cross-party engagement 
which is a real potential for policy wins. We 
will continue prioritizing follow-ups to drive 
action on our priorities,” says Early.

Going into ROMA, Councillor Doug Mas-
kell shared he was hoping to address issues 
“of great importance to the Town of Cale-
don,” such as getting a commitment from the 
Province to bring forward legislation on ille-
gal land use and seeking information on the 
construction of Highway 413 and its impact 
on Caledon.

Maskel led two delegations on behalf of 
the Town of Caledon with the Offi cial Oppo-
sition, New Democratic Party and the Green 
Party.

“During these delegations, I emphasized 
the importance of advancing the date for the 
Vaughan-Bolton GO Line and its importance 
in building transit oriented communities. In 
addition, I asked them to push the Provincial 
government to amend the Municipal Act and 
Planning Act to give municipalities the tools 
to combat illegal land uses such as truck 
yards and event centers,” said Maskell.

He adds that as Council’s new designate on 
the SWIFT board he delegated to the Minis-
try of Energy and Mines on the “serious de-
fi ciencies” in Caledon’s broadband network 
and how imperative it is to Caledon’s resi-
dential and industrial growth.

“My key take away was Minister of Mu-
nicipal Affairs and Housing Rob Flack’s 
commitment to bring forward legislation to 
deal with illegal land use in the spring ses-

sion of provincial parliament. The issue of 
illegal land use has been a priority of this 
Council since day one, so to see provincial 
action on this fi le will be most gratifying,” 
says Maskell.

Councillor Cosimo Napoli says that 
ROMA was a very productive and collabora-
tive conference for Caledon.

“Our delegation was focused on ensuring 
issues like illegal land use, infrastructure 
funding, extortion, transportation, managing 
rapid growth had a strong voice at the table 
as well as many more crucial issues in Cale-
don, and the discussions were overwhelm-
ingly positive,” says Napoli.

At ROMA, he says, they emphasized the 
need for provincial support and sustainable 
funding to deliver the infrastructure required 
to support housing growth and job creation.

For him, highlights from the conference 
included discussions with MPP Amarjot 
Sandhu, Assistant to the Minister of Infra-
structure, on advancing the Peel Public Util-
ity model to help fast-track infrastructure, as 
well as a meeting with the Minister of Se-
niors and Accessibility, where we advocat-
ed for expanded eligibility, fl exibility, and 
longer-term stable funding to better support 
aging in place. 

“Overall, ROMA reinforced the strength 
of Council’s relationships with the provincial 
government and set the stage for continuing 
these important conversations,” says Napoli.

GRAND 
OPENING
SATURDAY, JANUARY 31st

10:00 AM - 5:00 PM

COME OUT & 
MEET OUR TEAM

YOU ARE INVITED TO OUR

RIBBON CUTTING CEREMONY • 11AM

REFRESHMENTS & SNACKS

ENTERTAINMENT FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY

12500 HIGHWAY 50, BOLTON
905-857-1080 • WWW.PICKARDLANEAUTOMOTIVEGROUP.CA
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55 Healey Road, Unit 2, Bolton
905.872.7557     info@theflooringmart.ca     theflooringmart.ca

TO LEARN MORE, SCAN THE QR CODE 
OR DROP BY OUR SHOWROOM

*Some conditions apply, based on OAC. 
**While supplies last. WSIB certified installers. 
Includes Work Warranty & 30-Year Product Warranty

FREE ESTIMATES* • FREE INSTALLATION* • FREE VENT* • FREE SAME DAY DELIVERY* 

ASK ABOUT OUR
SENIOR’S DISCOUNT

PRICE BEAT
GUARANTEE

WE DO BATHROOM & 
KITCHEN RENOS & PAINTING!

65% OFF
ALL FLOORING!

WE HAVE IT ALL...WE HAVE IT ALL...
 VINYL • HARDWOOD • STAIRS • LAMINATE • TILE & MORE! VINYL • HARDWOOD • STAIRS • LAMINATE • TILE & MORE!

0%
FINANCING*AVAILABLE

905.872.7557

WINTERsale!
MAKING

 ROOM FOR 

NEW 
SPRING 
STOCK!

Caledon OPP presents Caledon Community
Business Engagement initiative

BY RILEY MURPHY
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Caledon OPP is aiming to create a safer and 
more informed business community in Caledon.

At the Caledon Chamber of Commerce’s 
recent Annual General Meeting, Caledon OPP 
presented their new Caledon Community Busi-
ness Engagement (CBE) Initiative.

Through the CBE initiative, Caledon OPP 
hopes to increase trust and confidence between 
police and businesses, yield better reporting of 
suspicious activity, have stronger intelligence on 
extortion and property crime, and create a visi-
ble police presence that deters criminal activity.

Caledon OPP shares that local businesses 
across Caledon have voiced concerns regarding 
numerous issues such as break and enters, theft, 
fraud and emerging extortion-related calls and 
emails linked to organized crime.

At the presentation, Caledon OPP was hand-
ing out cards they had recently printed regarding 
how to spot and respond to extortion, a growing 
concern in the Town of Caledon.

Many of these issues businesses in Caledon 
are facing were said to often go underreported 
due to uncertainty about the reporting processes 
or concerns about the impact on the business.

Operations Sergeant with the Caledon De-
tachment, Vijay Rai, says the CBE initiative is 
working to close those gaps.

He shares the initiative is built around visibil-
ity, trust and communication. 

Part of the CBE initiative includes high-vis-

ibility foot and bicycle patrol officers who will 
engage directly with business owners and staff, 
build relationships and open communication, in-
crease awareness of crime prevention strategies, 
and provide guidance on reporting and police 
support.

For businesses, Caledon OPP explains this 
means a “professionally resourced, preven-
tion-driven partnership focused on safer com-
mercial areas and stronger collaboration.”

Objectives of this program will aim to in-
crease police presence in commercial areas, 
build relationships with business owners and 
managers, and support broader organized crime 
prevention and intelligence gathering.

Through this initiative, the OPP will be able 
to gather feedback on crime trends and safety 
concerns that arise in the community.

Another aspect of this program is education. 
The OPP will aim to provide education on 
break-and-enter prevention, fraud awareness 
and extortion indicators.

The program will operate using two uniform 
officers per shift, with 10-hour deployments 
from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m., running two days per 
week over 12 weeks .

The deployed officers will focus on commer-
cial plazas, business corridors, and areas experi-
encing theft, fraud or extortion concerns.

The foot and bicycle patrols are both for ap-
proachability and visibility in the community.

At the presentation, it was said these Officers 
will engage directly with businesses, provide 
crime prevention advice, discuss extortion indi-
cators and encourage timely reporting.

Rai says officers have already been out in the 
community for a few weeks, listing and report-
ing, and conducting spot checks in the commer-
cial areas.

He says this reporting and work is hopefully 
leading towards increased trust between police 
and businesses.

It was explained that all of the information 
collected during the initiative will go towards a 
master report, allowing the OPP to track busi-
ness interactions and emerging patterns, identi-
fy crime trends and organized crime indicators, 
and share intelligence with specialized units to 
support enforcement and prevention.

Caledon OPP says this master report will not 
only ensure that residents’ concerns are heard, 
but they will also be analyzed and acted upon.

Support for the initiative comes from the Com-
munity Safety and Policing (CSP) Grant-Fund-
ed Initiative, which addresses issues such as 
dedicated officer deployment without impacting 
frontline service levels, with a focus on crime 
prevention.

Inspector Kirsten Buligan with the Crime Pre-
vention and Community Support Bureau for the 
OPP and her team worked with numerous OPP 
officers, including Operations Sergeant Rai, to 
help secure grants and funding for the initiative.

Their goal of creating a safer and more in-
formed business community includes their 
hopes of seeing increased trust and confidence 
between police and businesses, better reporting 
of suspicious activity, stronger intelligence on 
extortion and property crime, and that their visi-
ble police presence deters criminal activity.

In this initiative, they’re asking for a partner-
ship from local businesses. 

Caledon OPP is asking Caledon businesses to 
engage with officers during visits, share concerns 
and trends they are seeing, report suspicious ac-
tivity early, and provide feedback on how they 
can improve.

Through their partnership with the Caledon 
Chamber of Commerce, they’re hoping to reach 
local businesses and the broader business com-
munity to “make Caledon an even safer place to 
live, work and do business.”

Inspector Natalie Majer with the Caledon OPP 
says she knows every local community is differ-
ent, and what they’re experiencing in Caledon is 
that “a lot is happening.”

“This is step one in a number of steps in order 
for us to get out more into the community,” says 
Majer.

She shares that with this initiative, getting the 
team out into the community and establishing 
relationships with businesses is extremely im-
portant.

Buligan, with the Crime Prevention and Com-
munity Support Bureau, explains that many 
more of their initiatives are often what you’ll see 
out in the Caledon Community, including offi-
cers on their Auxiliary team.

Auxiliary is a group of dedicated volunteers 
who work with regular OPP officers, and Buligan 
says it is not only a stepping stone to becoming 
an officer but also a way to help the community.

Buligan says many of their initiatives at the 
Crime Prevention and Community Support Bu-
reau, such as their Lock It or Lose It initiative, are 
designed to keep the community safe.

Now, Caledon OPP is here to help work with 
residents and businesses to create a more in-
formed and safe community.

Rai says the CBE initiative is truly a partner-
ship, and they are relying on businesses, police, 
and local government to “work in alignment to 
reduce risks, disrupt criminal activity, and create 
safer environments for employees, customers, 
and the broader community.”

Majer says community engagement is not just 
staying in your car as officers, it’s getting out of 
your car, building these relationships, and hav-
ing these important conversations, leading to an 
overall safer and connected community.

Caledon OPP with the Caledon Chamber of Commerce. 							                         PHOTO BY RILEY MURPHY

Bolton Kin
WWW.BOLTONKIN.COM

OVERSTOCKED SALE
THIS SATURDAY!

SAT. JANUARY 31ST • 10AM-1PM!

PRESIDENT’S BUILDING
BOLTON FAIRGROUNDS PARKING LOT

150 QUEEN STREET, BOLTON

The Bolton Kin Club cannot use the building at the fair 
grounds for our Toonie Sale in February and March and 
don’t have enough storage space for all the inventory for 
the next 2 months.

As a result, we have to make room and decided to 
have a last minute overstocked sale this Saturday
in the President’s building at the Bolton Fairgrounds.

We have a huge quantity of high quality winter items, 
mens, ladies, childrens and infants wear still available all 
for a toonie; just 2 bucks!

Just   $2!
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800-843-1732
FIREPLACESTOP.COM

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION   
    

WE HAVE FINANCING THAT 
MAKES “CENTS”

It’s so EASY you can do it YOURSELF. 
Drop in to see us today and learn more!

No one has more self-confidence than the person who does a crossword puzzle with a pen.

The Citizen CROSSWORD
CLUES ACROSS

1. Paddles 

  5. Sunscreen rating

  8. Very fast airplane

 11. Immune responses

 13. “Partner” to feather

 14. New England river

 15. Longest river in 

New Guinea

 16. Midway between 

east and southeast

 17. Israeli politician

 18. Back bones

 20. Consumed

 21. One you can rely on

 22. Dressed up gaudily

 25. Representatives

 30. Dog breed

 31. Pitching statistic

 32. Manpower

 33. S. Korean 

entertainer

 38. Outsourcing firm

 41. Viceroy of Egypt 

under Turkish rule

 43. One who removes 

antlers from a flower

 45. Potluck dish

 48. Discount

 49. Airborne (abbr.)

 50. Cavalry sword

 55. Basics

 56. Hollywood director 

Howard

 57. Afflicted in mind 

or body

 59. Horsley and Majors 

are two

 60. Midway between 

northeast and east

 61. Spiritual leader of a 

Jewish congregation

 62. Malaysian isthmus

 63. Fall back

 64. Cheek

CLUES DOWN

 1.  Former CIA

  2. Baseball’s best 

pitchers

  3. __ Nui, Easter 

Island

  4. Invests in little 

enterprises

  5. Constant

  6. Hobby

  7. A place to store food

  8. Short-tail marten

  9. Burn with a hot 

liquid

 10. Left his heart in San 

Francisco

 12. Swedish krona

 14. Legendary actor 

Connery

 19. French cleric

 23. Former measure of 

length for textiles

 24. Opaque glassy 

substance

 25. Residue of burned 

item

 26. A place to unwind

 27. Japanese honorific

 28. Terminus

 29. Fails to make a shot

 34. Journalist Tarbell

 35. College hoops 

tournament

 36. Monetary unit of 

Macao

 37. Of she

 39. Spoke ill of

 40. Elements

 41. Kilocalorie (abbr.)

 42. Shades

 44. Poem of fourteen 

lines

 45. Pole used in 

Scottish sport

 46. Hollyhocks genus

 47. Street name for 

marijuana

 48. Polio vaccine 

developer

 51. Swiss river

 52. Prejudice

 53. Actor Idris

 54. Confederate 

soldiers 

 58. Criticize

Puzzle No. 25C510 • Solution on page CLASSIFIEDSSolution in the classifi eds.

direct 647-280-3468
kim@kimwinstone.com

www.kimwinstone.com INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE AGENT

ALL THE BEST,

KIM WINSTONE*

Win when you buy,
win when you sell.
Be a Winner with 

Kim Winstone.

Happy
NEW YEAR!

 $2,299,000

KIM WINSTONE
Sales Representative

direct 647-280-3468

kim@kimwinstone.com

www.kimwinstone.com

Win when you buy,
Win when you sell,

Be a Winner with Kim Winstone

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

FOR SALE    3 VALLEY HILL DR.

*Sales Representative

905-951-9511 • boltonfamilydentist.com
24 SHORE ST. BOLTON, BEHIND THE PIZZA NOVA

4.75” W x 6.22”

A CONFIDENT 
SMILE BRIGHTENS 
EVERYONE’S DAY!

Everyone is eligible for the 
Canadian Dental Care Plan!

Call TODAY at 1-833-537-4342 then 
call us to book your next appointment!

CANADIAN DENTAL CARE PLAN covers
EXAMS AND X RAYS • 1 CLEANING A YEAR
FILLINGS • EXTRACTIONS • ROOT CANALS 

& OTHER BASIC DENTAL NEEDS

CALEDON OPP CHARGE 
DRIVER AFTER

COLLISION WITH
TOW OPERATOR

The Caledon Detachment of the Ontario Pro-
vincial Police (OPP) have recently charged a 
driver after striking a local tow operator with 
their vehicle.

“On January 24, 2026, at approximately 4:30 
p.m., Caledon OPP offi cers were on scene of a 
call for service involving a broken-down vehi-
cle on Mayfi eld Road, near Robertson Davis 
Drive, in the Town of Caledon,” say Police. 

“Police blocked the live lane of traffi c while 
a local tow operator was working on removing 
the vehicle from the road. Despite the use of 
fl ashing emergency lights and high-visibility 
refl ective gear, a passing vehicle failed to move 
over and struck the arm of the tow operator, 
who suffered minor injuries as a result of the 
incident.”

As a result of the investigation, an 80-year-
old from Brampton was charged with:

• Careless driving;
• Fail to slow down and proceed with cau-

tion for tow truck.
The charges have not been proven.

“Motorists are reminded to proceed with cau-
tion when driving past police cars, fi retrucks, 
ambulances, and tow trucks - failure to do so 
can result in charges. Please remember, when 
approaching a stopped emergency vehicle, slow 
down and pass with caution. If a road has two 
or more lanes, you must leave a lane of space 
between you and the emergency vehicle if you 
can do so safely. For more information, please 
visit: www.ontario.ca/page/driving-near-emer-
gency-vehicles.”

FATAL COLLISION         
INVESTIGATION ON 

HIGHWAY 9
Offi cers from the Caledon Detachment of the 

Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) are investigat-
ing a fatal collision on Highway 9.

“On January 21, 2026, at approximately 
10:20 a.m., offi cers and other emergency ser-
vices, responded to a two-vehicle collision on 
Highway 9, between Mount Wolfe Road and 
Tottenham Road, in the Town of Caledon. One 
driver, a 21-year-old from Peterborough, was 
pronounced deceased at the scene. The other in-
volved driver was transported to a local hospital 
with minor injuries,” say Police.

“Highway 9 between Highway 50 and Tot-
tenham Road remained closed for several 
hours while the OPP Technical Collision Inves-
tigators and Reconstructionists assisted with 
the investigation.”

The investigation is ongoing. Anyone who 
may have witnessed the collision or has dash-
cam footage is asked to contact Caledon OPP 
at (905) 584-2241 or 1-888-310-1122.

If you are affected by this incident or wit-
nessed the collision and wish to speak to victim 
services, Caledon/Dufferin Victim Services 
can be reached at (905) 951-3838.

CALEDON OPP
 INVESTIGATING A FAIL 
TO REMAIN COLLISION
The Caledon Detachment of the Ontario Pro-

vincial Police (OPP) is investigating a fail to 
remain collision on Cranston Drive.

“On January 17, 2026, Caledon OPP re-
sponded to a report of a collision on Cranston 
Drive at Jean Street, in the Town of Caledon. 
Upon arrival, offi cers found that one of the two 
involved vehicles failed to remain on scene. 
The collision took place between approximate-
ly 8:20 p.m. and 9:00 p.m., and no injuries 
were reported as a result,” say Police.

“The suspect vehicle, which is believed to 
be a dark-coloured, older-model Honda sedan, 
was last seen traveling westbound on Cranston 
Drive. The vehicle sustained damage to the 
driver-side front bumper as a result of the col-
lision.”

The Caledon OPP is encouraging the driver 
and any passengers to come forward and speak 
with investigators regarding the collision.

The investigation is ongoing. Anyone who 
may have witnessed the collision or has further 
information is asked to contact Caledon OPP 
at (905) 584-2241 or 1-888-310-1122. You 
can also provide information anonymously by 
contacting Peel Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-
TIPS (8477) or online at www.peelcrimestop-
pers.ca. When you contact CrimeStoppers, you 
stay anonymous,  and you never have to testify.

OPP REMINDING              
RESIDENTS NOT TO 

SHOVEL SNOW ONTO     
ROADWAYS

With heavy snowfall continuing across the 
region, the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) is 
reminding residents, property owners, and busi-
nesses that shoveling, plowing, or blowing snow 
onto the roadway is both dangerous and illegal.

The Ontario Highway Traffi c Act, Section 
181, states that no person shall deposit snow 
or ice on a roadway without written permission 
from the Ministry or the road authority respon-
sible for maintaining that road. 

Individuals who violate this section may be 
charged under Section 214(1) of the Highway 
Traffi c Act, which provides for a fi ne ranging 
from 60 to 1,000 dollars.

 Depositing snow onto the roadway creates 
several hazards for motorists and pedestrians. 
Snow piles can obstruct sightlines, create icy 
patches, interfere with snowplow operations, 
and increase the risk of collisions. These haz-
ards compromise road safety and place addition-
al strain on winter maintenance crews who must 
return to re-clear affected areas.

The OPP recognizes the challenges residents 
face as signifi cant snowfall accumulates, es-
pecially in areas with limited space for snow 
storage. However, using the roadway for snow 
disposal is not a safe or acceptable solution. 
Residents are encouraged to use designated ar-
eas on their own property and follow local mu-
nicipal guidelines for proper snow removal.

Everyone has a role to play in keeping roads 
safe this winter. Proper snow management sup-
ports effi cient road maintenance and helps en-
sure safer travel for all road users.

For more information about local bylaws and 
winter safety practices, please visit your munic-
ipality’s website or contact your local OPP de-
tachment.

REMEMBER TO 
SHOP LOCAL!
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An Open House will be held to consider a proposed Zoning By-law Amendment. Your input and insight will inform 

and shape plans that meet the needs of our community.

Date:  February 18, 2026

Time:   6 PM to 8 PM

Open House Location:  Gathering Space, 

 Humber River Centre, 28 Ann Street, Bolton, ON L7E 1B9

APPLICANT AND LOCATION OF SUBJECT PROPERTY:

Applicant: Robert Russell Planning Consultants Inc. on behalf of 2473903 Ontario Inc.

Location: 8186 King Street

 CON 5 ALB PT LOT 11

PROPOSED CHANGES:

The applicant has submitted a Zoning By-law Amendment application to facilitate the development of a 

Contractor’s Facility, Business O�ce and Accessory Open Storage Area.

This Open House has been scheduled to provide the public further opportunity to review the current proposal as a 

number of years has passed since the Statuatory Public Information Meeting was held.

LEAD PLANNER:
Sagar Babbar, MA
Community Planner, Development 
Planning and Development 
Department
905-584-2272 ext. 4041

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

For more information about this matter, 
including appeal rights, a copy of the 
proposed Zoning By-law Amendment 
and for supporting material, please 
visit www.caledon.ca/notices or 
contact the Lead Planner at Town Hall 
from Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m.

APPEAL PROCEDURE:

If a person or public body would 
otherwise have an ability to appeal the 
decision of Town of Caledon to the 
Ontario Land Tribunal but the person or 
public body does not make oral 
submissions at a public meeting or 

make written submissions to Town of 
Caledon before the by-law is passed, 
the person or public body is not 
entitled to appeal the decision.

If a person or public body does not 
make oral submissions at a public 
meeting, or make written submissions 
to Town of Caledon before the by-law 
is passed, the person or public body 
may not be added as a party to the 
hearing of an appeal before the 
Ontario Land Tribunal unless, in the 
opinion of the Tribunal, there are 
reasonable grounds to do so.

HOW TO STAY INFORMED:

If you wish to be notified of the 
decision of the Town of Caledon on the 
proposed Zoning By-law Amendment, 
you must make a written request to the 
Clerk of the Town of Caledon, 6311 Old 
Church Road, Caledon, Ontario, 
L7C 1J6.

ACCESSIBILITY:

If you require an accessibility 
accommodation to attend or 
participate in this Open House, or to 
access any materials related to this 
item in an alternate format please 
contact Records and Information 
Services by phone at 905-584-2272 
x.2366 or via email at 
accessibility@caledon.ca. Requests 
should be submitted at least 10 days 
before the Open House.

Multi-Tenant Landowners: Please post 
this notice in a visible location to all 
residents of the land.

Notice Date: January 29, 2026

Color: Yes -- 5.4 x 14.5”
Date:  January 29, 2026
Distribution:  Caledon Citizen
Department: PLANNING - Cost Recovery:
Robert Russell Planning Consultants Inc. on behalf of 2473903 Ontario Inc.

Run X1

PUBLIC NOTICE 

Notice of Open House  
Proposed Zoning By-law Amendment 

6311 Old Church Road
Caledon, ON  L7C 1J6
caledon.ca 
T. 905.584.2272  |  1.888.225.3366  |  F. 905.584.4325  

Proposed Zoning By-law Amendment 

*The aerial mapping is for information purposes OR The illustration is a conceptual plan for information purposes and it is subject to change.

The application is currently under review by the Town of Caledon.

Earlier this 
January, 
Caledon was hit 
with the 
heaviest 
snowstorm of 
the season. 
Temperatures 
stayed well 
below –10°C 
and like many 

of you, I settled into winter mode. We 
filled the fridge. Turned up the heat. 
Helped a neighbour clear a driveway. 
Then we waited it out indoors, grateful 
for warmth and a roof overhead.

But that week, I kept thinking: what 
happens when you can’t wait it out?

What happens when there isn’t enough 
money for the heating bill and groceries, 
and every cold night is something to 
endure rather than escape?

For far too many people, that isn’t a 
hypothetical - it’s daily life. More than 
one million people used food banks in 
Ontario last year* and here in Caledon, 
the number of neighbours relying on 
Caledon Community Services’ (CCS) 
Exchange Food Bank - the only full-
service food bank in our community -
has nearly doubled since before the 
pandemic.

I grew up in Caledon. This community 
shaped me. I learned early on that when 
someone stumbles, we don’t look away, 
we reach out. I believe in a hand up, not 
a handout and I’m proud that CCS lives 
that belief every day. Their work goes far 
beyond filling plates, offering 

wraparound, holistic support that helps 
neighbours rebuild stability, 
independence and dignity.

That’s why my team and I have 
supported Coldest Night of the Year 
(CNOY) since 2021 and we are proud to 
once again serve as a Lead Sponsor this 
year.

Every step we take and every dollar we 
raise is really about one thing: reminding 
people that they are not alone.

What I love most about CNOY is how 
much it feels like Caledon at its best. 
Neighbours walking side by side. Local 
businesses opening their doors with 
coffee and hot chocolate. Teams 
laughing, fundraising and quietly proving 
that community isn’t just a word, it’s 
something we practice.

So this February 28, I’ll lace up my boots 
and step outside. Not just to walk, but to 
stand with neighbours who need a little 
extra support this winter. I hope you’ll 
join me by walking, sponsoring or 
donating.

Because when it gets cold in Caledon, 
we take care of one another.

So… we’ll see you there? Learn more or 
get involved by 
scanning the QR 
code or visiting 
cnoy.org/caledon.
*Between April 1, 2024 –
March 31, 2025. Source: 
Feed Ontario Hunger 
Report 2025

Tell us how you see it. 
Mariia Kupriianova, Chief Development Officer, Caledon Community Services 

at 905-584-2300 ext. 269 or mkupriianova@ccs4u.org

This column is provided free of charge by the Caledon Citizen.

“Braving the Cold to Bring Warmth to our Neighbours” 
by Bill Parnaby, The Bill Parnaby Team, Lead Sponsor, CNOY

Employment Services ∙ Transportation ∙ Evolve Caledon ∙ 
Seniors Assisted Living ∙ Transitional Care ∙ Respite Care ∙ 

Community Care ∙ Newcomer Services ∙ Volunteerism  ∙ 
Food Support  ∙ Youth Services ∙ Season of Hope ∙  The Exchange

www.ccs4u.org | 905-584-2300    

How Do You See It?

A Healthy and Engaged Community 

Continued from FRONT

At the Summit, Sahota says she was happy to 
see so many levels of support and representation 
from all areas coming together.

“It was also essential in order to really have this 
conversation and to fi nd out from all of the dif-
ferent representatives of people that have become 
victims as to what they’re hearing and what sug-
gestions they have in terms of how we could be 
more effective and how we can coordinate even 
better moving forward.”

The summit, she adds, is not the fi rst time these 
anti-extortion-related conversations have been 
held, but, with everyone gathered at once, it was 
an important check-in where they could be had 
right away.

From the conversations, she notes, more cre-
ative solutions as well as how the Federal govern-
ment, or one of their agencies at the Canada Bor-
der Services Agency (CBSA), can be embedded 
into Peel Regional Police and possibly the OPP, 
to expedite removals of those who are criminally 
involved in extortion cases and don’t have status 
in this country.

Sahota says that issues of extortion in the com-
munity were fi rst raised in late 2023, and they be-
gan to see more cases in 2024.

“At that point, a national coordination support 
team was struck by the RCMP in February of 
2024 so that they could coordinate the cases that 
were happening, since these are transnational or-
ganized crime groups that are committing these 
crimes, along with various other crimes, in our 
country and abroad,” says Sahota. “It was import-
ant to have a national body that can link police 
agencies together and that could point out similar-
ities in cases and point out cases where [police of 
one] jurisdiction should be communicating with 
another in order to better advance their investi-
gation.”

Sahota adds that there is always more that can 
be done.

A lot of these crimes are being committed over 
the phone or the internet, and she explains that 
one longtime request that would help these cases 
is the ability of police agencies to connect phone 
numbers to names to aid in investigations.

A draft of the legislation for this had been done 
previously, as Sahota says, when they took gov-
ernment, one of the fi rst bills they presented was 
C-2.

Bill C-2 is an act respecting certain measures 
relating to the security of the border between 
Canada and the United States and respecting oth-
er related security measures. In that, she shares 
there were provisions for lawful access measures.

Sahota adds that all of their Five Eyes Partners, 
referring to the Five Eyes intelligence alliance 
created after the Second World War between Aus-

tralia, Canada, New Zealand, the United King-
dom and the United States of America, have these 
measures in place.

“If we give police those tools, I know, and they 
reassured me that they’d be able to investigate 
these cases quicker and make arrests and so it’s 
really, really important,” says Sahota.

Sahota adds “that was a measure that got left 
behind in Bill C-2 and hasn’t advanced through 
Parliament because there’s been no opposition 
support for it.”

She explains that currently to connect a person 
to a phone number is sometimes taking up to six 
months for law enforcement to obtain a judicial 
warrant.”

Something that used to be as simple as fl ipping 
through a phone book now takes much longer.

On October 23, 2025, the Government of Cana-
da, following consultation, introduced legislation 
to make bail laws stricter and toughen sentencing 
laws, the Bail and Sentencing Reform Act.

“I’m very optimistic that within the next few 
weeks we’ll see some further progression on the 
bail and sentencing bill, but bail and sentencing 
comes after you’ve arrested somebody,” says Sa-
hota.

“These extortionists are committing acts of vi-
olence where they’re shooting people’s homes, 
businesses, setting them on fi re in order to cre-
ate that environment of fear in which they would 
thrive and, and are starting to thrive,” says Saho-
ta. “They do that so that they can intimidate peo-
ple to pay up.”

“It’s caused a lot of fear in the community,” she 
says.

Sahota adds that people are receiving calls with 
personal information regarding their families, 
themselves, and their businesses.

“That’s really scary when you receive those 
types of persistent calls and then they’re followed 
up by violent acts. People are really, really, really 
scared.”

At the Anti-Extortion summit, it was announced 
that the Government of Canada is providing Peel 
Regional Police with up to $1 million to “bolster 
the Service’s work to combat extortion, support 
and provide services to victims, and build on ef-
forts already underway through its extortion task 
force.”

It was also announced that the Government of 
Canada will establish a new Regional Integrated 
Drug Enforcement Team (RIDET) in partnership 
with the Government of Ontario and local author-
ities. 

Through a federal investment of $4 million 
over four years, provided through Canada’s Bor-
der Plan, the RIDET will bring together law en-
forcement resources from multiple agencies and 
jurisdictions in a centralized hub to “share infor-
mation and intelligence and increase law enforce-

MP highlights need for Federal tools and
collaboration in addressing extortion crimes

ment coordination to disrupt organized crime 
groups that control the illegal drug market and 
perpetuate extortion.”

Sahota says that Peel is dealing with the “brunt” 
of many of these cases at this time, and this will 
help provide additional support, hopefully creat-
ing more prompt responses to victims, updating 
them on their cases and providing them services.

She says that conversations are continuing 
about the best resources to assist in solving these 
issues and what Peel needs most when it comes 
to these cases.

“We’re trying right now to have better commu-
nication with police jurisdiction. In the past, fed-
eral governments have not been directly involved 
with police jurisdictions; I’m trying to change 
that at least communications wise, because I 
think it is important that we understand what the 
boots on the ground are facing and what they’re 
going through so that if it’s policy that needs to be 
changed at the federal level, then we can do it,” 
says Sahota.

“It’s important that all levels work together and 
that we have a strong front at our borders, at our 
federal ports, and our national scope policing as 
well as on the ground.”

In the community, many are feeling frustrated 
when it comes to these extortion cases, says Sa-
hota.

“They want to see results, and I want to see 
results too. I understand where that frustration 
comes from.”

Sahota has received numerous calls from those 

facing extortion in the community, whether it’s 
those worried about expanding their business, 
running their business where numerous employ-
ees are involved, or concerns from employees 
themselves about coming in to work.

“I’m very optimistic that through their advo-
cacy and their calls that police and every level 
understands this to be a serious situation that 
obviously demands everyone’s attention and the 
coordinated effort towards so that people can feel 
free to operate their businesses and thrive in our 
communities,” says Sahota. “They don’t have to 
be scared of being successful or for expanding 
their businesses.”

On top of that, Sahota adds that arrests are ex-
tremely important.

“The more arrests that are made the more con-
trol we’ll get over the situation.”

When it comes to these cases, Sahota urges res-
idents not to get discouraged about contacting the 
police.

“I think it is important for people not to get 
discouraged and through their frustration stop 
reporting these incidents to the police. It’s really 
important. Even if the incident is as minor as a 
phone call having been received, or if it’s as se-
rious as violence having been used in the attempt 
to extort somebody, I think all incidences need to 
be reported because many of these incidences are 
interlinked with other incidences and the more 
information the police have the better equipped 
they will be to solve these cases.”
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ARTS & CULTURE

 

This column is provided as a free public service to non-profit organizations to 
announce up-coming events. Please contact the Caledon Citizen by calling 
(905) 857-6626 or emailing admin@caledoncitizen.com if you wish to have an 
announcement published. 

COMMUNITYevents
Pouring in Positivity:
A Powerful Stress-Management Retreat 
through Art for People Who Want More Peace
Join us for a unique retreat day combining 
positivity techniques through the art of Dot 
painting in the historical village of Alton. The 
new year is the perfect moment to set gentle, 
lasting habits — and what could be better than 
learning simple, practical ways to shift toward 
more positively.
Learn a powerful and practical stress-relief 
technique through a beautiful water metaphor.
Discover how to gently and naturally replace 
negative thoughts with positive ones.
Learn Dot Painting from an experienced artist 
and create a meaningful artwork that becomes 
a daily reminder of the calming technique.
Spend a day in a cozy studio in the historic 
village of Alton
Enjoy a nourishing experience with good food 
and wonderful company.
Leave feeling lighter, grounded, and inspired.
Date: Sat, Feb 7 from 10 am to 3 pm
Registration fee including art supplies, lunch 
and snacks: $225
To register, visit https://wholepepperstudio.
com/events
Email art@wholepepperstudio.com or call 
Janine at (519) 496-4008

Albion Bolton Historical Society - Monday, 
February 9, for a 7:30 PM start, at Rotary 
Place, 7 Rotarian Way, Bolton, Multi-purpose 
Room 2. NOTE: NEW MEETING LOCATION. 
Following a brief AGM there will be a Historical 
Show & Tell. Members & Guests are asked 

to bring a local historical item to share 
with the group. Guests $5.00. Questions: 
nhillerphoto@bell.net  or 905-584-2801 visit 
us at boltonhistory.com

Caledon Chamber Concerts presents
Payadora Tango Ensemble
Saturday January 31st at 7:30 p.m.
Great Hall
St. James Anglican Church
6025 Old Church Rd., Caledon East
L7C 1H8
For tickets and more information: 
www.CaledonChamberConcerts.com
Or call Janice Reed 905-838-0888

FREE COMMUNITY BREAKFAST and BAKE 
SALE
Saturday, February 7th from 8:30 a.m. to 10:30 
a.m.
Pancakes, scrambled eggs, sausages, fruits, 
tea, coffee, juice and yoghurt.
Caledon East United Church, 6046 Old Church 
Rd.
All are welcome!

Tuesday February 10, 2026
Free Bingo Night at 6 pm
Join us for Bingo, Prizes, Pizza and Fun!
To reserve a table call ahead or e-mail us at 
office@boltonunitedchurch.com or just drop in.
Bolton United Church, 8 Nancy Street, Bolton, 
L7E 1C7
Ph: 905-857-2615
www.boltonunitedchurch.com

Theatre Orangeville set to present “Common 
Ground,” an 80s romantic comedy
BY JOSHUA DRAKES

Theatre Orangeville is going back in time with 
Common Ground, a romantic comedy premier-
ing Feb. 6 that blends heartbreak, humour and 
hope against a distinctly 1980s backdrop.

Directed by Theatre Orangeville Artistic Direc-
tor Jennifer Stewart, Common Ground explores 
what happens when long-standing relationships 
suddenly fall apart – and what can grow in their 
place. Set in 1984 in a small town in New Bruns-
wick, the play introduces audiences to Pam and 
Jake, two strangers whose spouses have abruptly 
run off, leaving them blindsided and struggling to 
make sense of their new realities.

Instead of depicting the breakups themselves, 
the play drops viewers directly into the emotion-
al aftermath. The story follows Pam and Jake as 
they navigate betrayal and rediscovery – with 
plenty of awkward moments and laughs along 
the way.

Lauren Bowler, who plays Pam, describes her 
character as highly cerebral and cautious, some-
one who lives largely inside her own head. Pam 
is grounded by her best friend Lizzy, whose con-
fidence and spontaneity challenge Pam to recon-
nect with herself and rediscover what she wants 
from life.

“Pam really lives in a constant state of stress 
throughout this entire show,” Bowler said. “She 
has to go on a journey of reconnecting with her-
self, and Lizzy is this beautiful prompt of a friend 
to encourage her to take those next steps.”

Lizzy, played by Heather McGuigan, is de-
scribed as an unapologetic free spirit. Loyal, out-
spoken and largely unmoved by social expecta-
tions.

“Lizzy was given an extraordinary amount of 
confidence to live the way that she wants to live,” 
McGuigan said. “She either tries to encourage 
other people to embody that freedom, or she’s 
not bothered by a world that doesn’t like it. She is 
fiercely loyal to her friends.”

On the other side of the story is Jake, portrayed 
by Jamie Mac. At first glance, Jake appears to be 
a simple farm boy, but Mac says there is much 
more depth beneath the surface. Jake is plainspo-
ken and direct, someone who may come across 
as unsophisticated, but who possesses a grounded 
wisdom shaped by a quiet life.

“I think Jake is more sophisticated than might 
meet the eye from the start,” Mac said. “In some 
ways, he’s just a farm boy who doesn’t have a 
lot of social experience or worldliness, but he dis-
covers a certain kind of earthly wisdom through 
the eyes of someone special.”

Mac adds that Jake’s straightforward nature 
can be misread.

“He’s a bit of a square peg no matter where he 
goes,” he said. “People might find him offensive, 
but he wouldn’t view himself that way. I think 

IN THE LIMELIGHT: Still early into rehearsals, Common Ground has a long way to go while the actors find their strides and settle into their characters. 
But even early into rehearsals, the chemistry that Director Jennifer Stewart (right) was looking for is already manifesting. The cast and crew of Common 
Ground are excited to bring this 1980’s story to life. 								              PHOTO BY JOSHUA DRAKES

he’s lived a pretty simple life, and he’s desperate 
for a lot more connection than he’s ever had be-
fore.”

As Pam and Jake meet while picking up the 
pieces of their lives, the play explores themes of 
selfdiscovery, healing and the possibility of new 
love. The question isn’t just whether romance 
will spark, but whether these characters can build 
meaningful connections and support systems af-
ter everything they thought was stable has fallen 
apart.

Stewart said casting was central to making the 
smallcast production work, particularly given the 
balance required between comedy and emotional 
weight.

“It’s about casting the actors you think will 
work well together, then rehearsing the play 
and figuring out all the moments,” Stewart said. 
“What do they want? What do they need? What’s 
their arc? Then helping them get there through 
rehearsals so they feel confident and ready to tell 
the story in a way that’s engaging, interesting and 
truthful.”

The decision to set Common Ground in 1984 
was also deliberate. Stewart said the era helps 
ground the story while raising the stakes for the 
characters. The culture around affairs, or divorce, 
was less progressive and less support was avail-
able at the time.

Combine that with a nosy, small town, and the 
stakes have risen significantly.

“Everyone knows everyone, word gets around 
fast, and anything deemed not right or not nice 
is hugely troubling and shameful,” Stewart 
said.“It’s a bit of a fishbowl, so the stakes are ex-

tremely high.”
Despite those tensions, Stewart emphasized 

that Common Ground remains firmly a come-
dy. The production leans into humour through 
misunderstandings, awkward encounters and 
sharp dialogue, all underscored by a distinctly 
1980s soundtrack. 

“We decided on 1984 because it was an ex-
ceptional year for hits that are still around,” 
Stewart said. “Girls Just Want to Have Fun, 
What’s Love Got to Do With It, When Doves 
Cry, and I Wear My Sunglasses at Night  – 
they’re songs people still recognize and re-
spond to.”

The goal, Stewart said, is to create an immer-
sive, feelgood experience that allows audiences 
to escape for a couple of hours while still con-
necting with something meaningful.

“We’re encouraging people to come in their 
’80s best,” she said. “Dress up — it’s going to 
be a fun night out. Humans need hope, whether 
it’s in relationships, friendships or life in gener-
al. There’s always hope. We can never give up.”

Common Ground premieres Feb. 6 at The-
atre Orangeville, promising laughs, romance 
and a nostalgic trip back to the 1980s.

For tickets and more information, visit theat-
reorangeville.ca.

BY SAM ODROWSKI

Headwaters Health Care Foundation (HHCF) has 
released its official lineup of events in 2026 to fund-
raise for essential equipment and facility upgrades 
not funded by the government.

The first event of the year is the Headwaters Golf 
Classic on June 22. It will be followed by the Head-
waters Gala, “Headwaters in Wonderland” on Sep-
tember 11, and to finish off the year, Headwaters 
Hike to Fight Cancer will occur on October 8. 

“These events are more than celebrations, they 
are a lifeline for local health care,” said HHCF CEO 
K.C. Carruthers. “Last year, our signature events 
raised over a million dollars to support care in our 
community. We look forward to seeing our commu-
nity at all these events again this year as we build a 
healthier future for Headwaters.” 

 2026 Headwaters Signature Event Lineup 

Headwaters Golf Classic: Presented by Crewson 
Insurance & Dufferin Mutual Insurance Company, 
The Headwaters Golf Classic is hosted at TPC Toronto 
at Osprey Valley (North Course & Heathlands). The 
Headwaters Golf Classic is bigger and better than 
ever this year, expanding to two courses for a full 
day of golf, on-course food stations, activities, a 
silent auction, and a post-event cocktail reception 
featuring a live auction and prizes. Funds raised will 

support Headwaters upcoming Emergency Depart-
ment (ED) expansion, a vital project for our growing 
community. Sponsorships and foursomes are avail-
able for purchase now. 

The Annual Headwaters Gala: This year’s 
theme is sure to dazzle. Head down the rabbit 
hole with Headwaters in Wonderland at Hockley 
Valley Resort on Friday, September 11. Step into a 
world of wonder and whimsy inspired by Alice in 
Wonderland. Guests will enjoy cocktails and culi-
nary delights, live and silent auctions, dancing and 
games, and a night of transformative philanthropy. 
Last year, the Gala raised $925,000 for vital surgical 
equipment; this year’s proceeds will help fund the 
Emergency Department expansion. Space is limited, 
an unforgettable evening awaits, tickets go on sale 
March 2.  

Headwaters Hike to Fight Cancer: Lace up and 
make every step count. The Headwaters Hike aims 
to raise $60,000 to support life-saving cancer care 
close to home. On Thursday, October 8, at 5 p.m. 
choose between a 1 kilometre or 3 kilometre route 
at the picturesque Caledon Ski Club. All ages wel-
come! Registration opens April 1. The first to reg-
ister can win an early bird prize – ski/snowboard 
passes for four at the Caledon Ski Club, rentals from 
Skiis & Biikes, and two semi-private lessons (Total 
prize value: $950).   

Headwaters announces lineup
of fundraising events through 2026
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After running their non-profit organiza-
tion for over a year, Close 2 Home Cale-
don Founders Liana Cancian, Elena Rosa-
ti, and Blanca Polanco knew they had to 
take it to the next level.

They recently obtained charitable status 
for Close 2 Home Caledon and can now 
begin officially fundraising for their orga-
nization, beginning with their upcoming 
event, Fashion Blooms.

Close 2 Home Caledon was founded in 
2024 by Cancian, Rosati, and Polanco, 
who all have experienced the challenges 
of limited housing options in Caledon and 
insufficient government support for chil-
dren with special needs. 

“There is a massive need for this type of 
home in Caledon. Currently, something of 
this capacity, It’s very scarce. The waitlist 
for these special needs adults once they 
leave university to live in a fully support-
ive home, is about 15 to 20 years long, 
that’s through the Region of Peel,” says 
Cancian.

She shares that many of these individu-
als end up living with their parents, who 
are facing challenges such as aging and 
financial constraints.

“Not enough funding is allocated to 
them for them to be able to make these de-
cisions for their kids as to where they’re 
going to go. If a house does come up and 
is available for them, there’s no guarantee 
that it’s going to be local in the communi-
ty,” she adds.

Cancian says they’re looking for a fully 
supported home that could house four to 
five individuals.

“We need to create a home for these 
individuals in the community that knows 
them and loves them and has been with 
them their whole life – their family and 
friends,” she says.

Upon recently receiving charitable sta-
tus, Cancian says they were thrilled.

“It makes us a bit more official, and it 
makes us seem relevant to the communi-
ty.”

When it came to hosting their first fund-

raiser, Fashion Blooms, Close 2 Home 
Caledon is all about keeping it local and 
community-supported.

Cancian says they were originally view-
ing venues for the event, not in Caledon, 
to provide them with a bit more space, but 
she says, “We just kept saying, let’s stay 
focused on the goal. We really want to 
support the locals.”

The fundraiser will be held at the Cae-
sar’s Centre in Bolton.

The event will be an afternoon of fash-
ion, shopping, cocktails, and canapes, fea-
turing a runway show, various vendors and 
entertainment, a silent auction, and much 
more.

Cancian says that when they were decid-
ing on the theme of their first fundraiser, 
they realized a majority of those sitting on 
their committee were women.

“We just thought, why don’t we do it as 
a nice, fun ladies’ afternoon event?”

“We all agreed that a fashion event 
would be fun and a great way to start to 
open up the spring,” she adds.

Alongside their fashion runway show, 
more than 20 local vendors will be sell-
ing beauty, health, wellness, and fashion 
products.

“We want to be able to support local 
businesses, support the local vendors. All 
of our donations are donated from local 
companies and businesses,” says Cancian.

“We really want to promote local. We 
want these businesses to be able to survive 
and be sustainable and have all of these 
wonderful people go back and continue to 
keep them in business.”

The fundraiser will take place on April 
19th, and Cancian says they’re looking 
forward to gathering everyone together for 
the first time.

“I’m looking forward to meeting every-
body who has been supporting us all along, 
thanking everybody for their support, and 
to have everybody educated on what it is 
that we are doing,” she says.

This event for their organization is about 
putting Close 2 Home Caledon on the map, 
and Cancian adds it is an opportunity not 
only to announce to the community who 
they are, but to educate and describe the 

Close 2 Home Caledon obtains charitable status; 
plans upcoming fundraiser Fashion Blooms

need that exists here in Caledon.
At the event, they will be having con-

versations about the housing crisis, how 
Close 2 Home Caledon plans to use the 
money they raise, and their future plans.

“Just to kind of keep everybody in the 
loop that this house will come eventually, 
and if anybody knows anybody that is in 
the market for housing we would be their 
contact people,” says Cancian. “Just put-
ting it in everybody’s mind that there is 
this out there, that the need is there and 
this is up and coming.”

For those looking to become a vendor, 
donate a silent auction item, or become a 
sponsor, can reach out at close2homecale-
don@gmail.com

Early-bird tickets for the event go on 
sale on February 1st and can be purchased 
online at www.close2homecaledon.ca.

Those looking to attend and support the 
event can expect an afternoon of fashion 
and fundraising, and Close 2 Home Cale-
don hopes you come dressed in your best 
florals!

ADVERTISING LOCALLY WORKS!  
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Are the tears that roll down my cheeks when I’m 
alone fi lled with all that I am?

Do such small things contain all of my memo-
ries and bits of pieces of my life?

Wouldn’t it be great to simply pluck a specif-
ic memory – like Harry Potter – from a pool of 
swirling human essence?

Tears are abundant and I think we are all famil-
iar with shedding a few million!

Humans typically produce between 15 to 30 gal-
lons of tears per year in total.

“The most painful tears are not the ones that fall 
from your eyes and cover your face. They’re the 
ones that fall from your heart and cover your soul.”

Tears often accentuate our language and can be a 
sign of strength, weakness or just a natural release.

Leonardo da Vinci stated they come from the 
heart; Washington Irving called them a mark of 
power, and Charles Dickens saw them as “cleans-
ing rain.”

Tears, according to Rumi, are “the ink with 
which the soul writes what the heart cannot say.”

Most people agree that tears speak much more 
than words – they are silent, but powerful and yet 
tender.

It’s also proof that we’re human, and haven’t 
succumbed to numbness or the bitterness of the 
world. Perhaps, a single tear rolling down a cheek 
proves there’s still something within us worth sav-
ing.

I am curious as to what tears contain, chemical-
ly, and whether they can used to further our spe-
cies, even longevity.

DNA, the blueprint of life, is a fascinating mole-
cule that holds the key to our identity. It carries our 
genetic information, making us who we are.

While DNA is commonly extracted from blood, 
saliva, and hair, researchers have explored whether 
tears also contain trace amounts of genetic materi-
al. Studies suggest that tears do in fact carry min-
imal DNA.

DNA is contained in almost every cell of the 
human body. These cells, which form the various 
tissues and organs, carry our genetic information.

Scientifi c studies have shown that tears do con-
tain DNA, primarily from the shed cells of the 
eye’s surface. However, the concentration of DNA 
in tears is relatively low compared to other bodily 
fl uids like blood or saliva.

Scientists have successfully extracted DNA 
from both fresh and old tear stains. And even tiny 
tear samples have yielded usable DNA profi les.

The composition of your tears changes depend-
ing on what’s making you cry.

Eureka!

I’m sure we’ve all cried heavy, heart-breaking, 
sorrow-fi lled tears; tears of joy, and “Hallmark 
movie” tears.

I’m not suggesting we collect and store jars of 
our own juices, just in case the technology arises 
when we can be “reborn.” It’s a bit icky, but appar-
ently some decent DNA, combined with a healthy 
ovum can recreate “Mark.” Something for my 
family to consider. (And yes, I’m laughing at this 
comment.)

When we disappear from this earthly existence, 
very little remains. Our soul hopefully zips on 
to the next life or plateau. What’s left is a rather 
unpleasant lump of fl esh, a vessel that once had a 
name, a life, a family, a career, a purpose, even a 
few friends.

Some of us worry about departing and just how 
that journey will be. I am tempted to ask my on-
cologist the age-old question: What happens when 
I die?

I’m not sure what response that would elicit, but 
I’ll bet it will put her off guard.

Right here, right now, I can adequately describe 
this person – me – in my head.

I’m a husband, father and have people who 
love me. They care about me not because of my 
accomplishments or what I’ve accumulated over 
the decades.

They love me because of my sense of humour, 
laugh, devotion, strength (and weakness).

They’ve seen me at my best and very worst. 
They will witness my last, long walk.

And that makes me sad. Not just taking the fi -
nal fork in the road, but leaving them all behind 
to grieve. It will hurt, and hurt and hurt, until it 
doesn’t.

I’ve been there, after losing all my original fam-
ily members.

Modern science is constantly working on trans-
ferring our thoughts and perhaps “souls” into com-
puter chips, USB drives, even robots.

Being a science fi ction fan, I’ve seen many of 
these themes in movies. Some work, but often 
something goes awry.

“Don’t be ashamed to weep; ‘tis right to grieve. 
Tears are only water, and fl owers, trees, and fruit 
cannot grow without water. But there must be sun-
light also,” said Brian Jacques.

Ah yes, the dichotomy of our existence.
Good and bad, positive and negative, yin and 

yang, light and darkness, heaven and earth.
Confucius once said, “the interplay of opposite 

principles constitutes the universe.”
And so it is, swirling, dancing, performing, play-

ing out some unimaginable cosmic stage play.
And we are merely players, Shakespeare said, 

and “They have their exits and their entrances ...
“And one man in his time plays many parts ...”

Just what is the fi nal role, a role that summarizes 
a lifetime? When the curtain begins to drop, do we 
scurry like rodents, or stand fi rm, delivering our 
boisterous, fi nal soliloquy?

“For in that sleep of death what dreams may 
come...

“When we have shuffl ed off this mortal coil ...”
In my tear-fi lled performance, I hope to be 

yanked off stage by that large, shepherd’s hook, 
for some ill-time joke or off-colour remark. I want 
to laugh and cough and cry all at the same time, 
leaving my DNA behind!

After all, tears meant to be shed.

Shedding the building
blocks of life in our tears
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Shifting Resiliency 
In today’s fast-paced world, it’s probably 

advisable to try and be a bit flexible.
So many things around us are changing 

and evolving at a pace that is nothing short 
of breakneck. The rules of the game are con-
stantly being rewritten and it is incumbent 
upon all of us to try to keep up or risk getting 
swamped by… well, any number of things 
presently swirling around our planet that 
threaten to do just that.

That’s not to say we’re not a resilient spe-
cies, if you forgive my using a word we’re all 
thoroughly sick of.

Our collective experience during the Glob-
al Pandemic illustrated we had stores of re-
siliency within ourselves that we otherwise 
wouldn’t have been able to comprehend. By 
and large, we rolled within whatever punches 
circumstances had in store for us, and there 
were probably more punches to roll with than 
we ever could have envisioned at the outset.

Nevertheless, we did what we could.
Our day-to-day lives experienced a signif-

icant shift. Many of us had downtime that 
allowed for introspection. We were forced to 
reprioritize so many things in our lives that 
were once seen of the utmost importance, we 
had to re-define many of our relationships, 
what we expected of ourselves, what we ex-
pected of others, and we had to re-think just 
about every aspect of our society that made it 
functional.

Some of those shifts were practical, some 
showed general improvement on what was in 
place previously, some were pale imitations of 
the so-called “before-times.” We went into the 
“new” with varying degrees of enthusiasm, but 
a general consensus that this is simply what we 
had to do – at least for now.

Some of what we were tasked to do were 
taller orders than others, some shifts which we 
were told mere months before the fi rst lock-
down were impossible.

Prior to the major shutdown, to pick just one 
example, we were told that it simply wasn’t 
possible under the Ontario Municipal Act for 
citizen-led advisory committees to be held vir-
tually. The reasons why this was impossible 
were myriad, although some of the apparent 
reasons were better than others.

Left without an alternative, the impossible 
was suddenly very possible and subject of a 
new structure put in place relatively swiftly, 
and this model stays with us because, in a twist 
that was no surprise to anyone, making these 
committees more accessible and their work 
more transparent and readily available is a 
good thing all around.

This new level of engagement is more or less 
an outlier in some of the COVID concessions 
that are still with us. We generally kept the 
shifts that made sense and improved the situ-
ation in question, and mercifully went back to 
time-tested practices in other areas.

Importantly, we were able to exercise critical 
thought in what made sense, what should stick 
around, what should be consigned to the histo-
ry bins, and what rules were worth re-learning.

And the rules are being rewritten every day.
Last week, Prime Minister Mark Carney 

made a landmark speech at the World Econom-
ic Forum which was held by many around the 
world as a watershed moment in how countries 
like Canada are working to redefi ne their re-
spective relationships around the world.

While views on the speech here at home 
were positive-to-mixed, generally speaking, 
it was fascinating to see the international re-
action to the Prime Minister’s words, with so 
many citing it as a valuable example of inter-
national leadership in what is perceived to be a 
recent leadership vacuum.

“Today, I’ll talk about the rupture in the 

world order, the end of a nice story and the 
beginning of a brutal reality where geopolitics 
among the great powers is not subject to any 
constraints,” he began. “But I also submit to 
you that other countries, particularly middle 
powers like Canada, are not powerless. They 
have the capacity to build a new order that 
embodies our values, like respect for human 
rights, sustainable development, solidarity, 
sovereignty, and territorial integrity of states.

“The power of the less powerful begins with 
honesty. It seems that every day we’re re-
minded that we live in an era of great power 
rivalry. That the rules-based order is fading. 
That the strong can do what they can, and the 
weak must suffer what they must…. There is a 
strong tendency for countries to go along to get 
along. To accommodate. To avoid trouble. To 
hope that compliance will buy safety. It won’t. 
So, what are the options?

“We knew the story of the international 
rules-based order was partially false. That the 
strongest would exempt themselves when con-
venient. That trade rules were enforced asym-
metrically. And we knew that the international 
law applied with varying rigour depending on 
the identity of the accused or the victim. This 
fi ction was useful. And American hegemony, 
in particular, helped provide public goods: 
open sea lanes, a stable fi nancial system, col-
lective security, and support for frameworks 
for resolving disputes. So, we placed the sign 
in the window. We participated in the rituals. 
And we largely avoided calling out the gaps 
between rhetoric and reality. This bargain no 
longer works.”

Carney made a comprehensive case in his 
speech on why the bargain no longer works, 
and the importance of protecting yourself 
when the rules no longer protect you.

The reaction was as swift as it was predict-
able – Canada being disinvited from partici-
pation in the fl edgling and questionably-struc-
tured Board of Peace and living under threats 
of 100 per cent tariffs.

It’s almost as if certain parties went out of 
their way to underscore and bolster the point 
that Carney was making – but it also drove 
home there’s no way to line up a goal if the 
opposing team keeps moving said goalposts.

While Opposition Leader Pierre Poilievre 
praised Carney’s “eloquence” before going 
point by point through the speech through the 
partisan lens, which is his job as Leader of the 
Opposition, there was some common ground 
to be found in his response.

“So far, Mr. Carney has been lucky that 
he’s been judged by his rhetoric and his stat-
ed intentions, by the number of his trips and 
meetings overseas,” he said. “Because, nearly 
a year into his term, the rhetoric has changed, 
but reality has not. There is an illusion of pur-
pose, but no results to back it up.

“We need to do things, not just say them. 
‘Canada Strong’ can no longer be a slogan, nor 
‘True North Strong and Free’ just a motto. We 
must put our people and country fi rst in all that 
we do. Then, and only then, we will be auton-
omous and affordable, secure, and self-reliant.

“…. We are the maters of our fate. We are 
the captains of our souls. It’s time we fi nally 
take the wheel – and steer Canada forward 
with purpose and resolve.”

Now that Parliament is back this week, it’s 
time to do just that.

While the Prime Minister and the Leader of 
the Opposition have found general agreement 
in what the reality is, a surprisingly tall order 
today, now is a time to for all to come togeth-
er with purpose and resolve for our collective 
strength, freedom and, to utter that dreaded 
word again, resilience. 
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ROMA “Grins and Gripes”
First, I’d like to apologize for the additional deluge of snow 

received this past Sunday. Clearly my griping about snow last 
week resulted in a Mother Nature “hold my beer” moment, re-
sulting in yet more snow. Unlike Mother Nature’s payback, let’s 
hope today’s column of “grins and gripes” doesn’t result in yet 
more truck traffi c or illegal trucking yards, and instead results in 
things like more truck restrictions, more aggregate restrictions 
and more - well - grins, not gripes. We might even talk a bit 
about ROMA. 

First, a “grin.” Mayor Groves announced on social media re-
cently that Municipal Affairs and Housing Minister Rob Flack 
confi rmed at ROMA that “legislation addressing illegal land use 
and trucking will be tabled when the Legislature resumes this 
spring.” Hallelujah, though I do wish we didn’t need to wait an-
other nine weeks for the legislature to resume sitting! Currently, 
we have an outrageous 1,300+ complaints related to illegal land 
use and unauthorized parking and storage of tractor-trailers. 
We have companies seeking to be zoned into compliance after 
already parking their trucks illegally on agricultural lands for 
years, and all of this is happening while the Town has few en-
forcement tools, an inability to collect the more than $580,000 
in fi nes it’s owed, and it deals with operators who treat these mu-
nicipal fi nes and any related legal fees as simply the cost of do-
ing business. So, we’re in crisis and need this legislation sooner 
than later. It’s good news, but I do have just one small “gripe.”

With Mayor Groves calling this a “result of strong collabo-
ration and advocacy,” why did the announcement give credit to 
only some of Caledon Council? This was a golden opportuni-
ty for the Mayor to celebrate a win for all of Caledon Council 
and the hard work each and every member has undertaken to 
support resident concerns and address illegal trucking related 
activity. That those thanked were the same Councillors often on 
the “winning” side of 5-4 council votes was just a coincidence, 
I guess. 

Still on the “grin side,” ROMA itself was one of the best at-
tended in years. The Rural Ontario Municipal Association is 
one of the few times Mayors and other Council members, from 
across the province, are able to come together to share common 
concerns. Right now, such concerns are signifi cant and include 
not just illegal truck yards but illegal truck licensing, too.

Provincial expectations for signifi cant housing growth in 
many of our rural communities (including Caledon), aggres-
sive aggregate expansion attempts, and lack of infrastructure 
support (through provincial dollars) are all examples of issues 
that many municipalities are grappling with, but which require 
provincial support to help manage. The cumulative voice of the 
record-breaking attendance at ROMA will hopefully amplify 
these shared concerns. Almost 2,300 delegates attended the con-
ference, representing 316 municipalities resulting in 651 delega-
tion meetings held between 250 municipalities and 25 provin-
cial ministers or associate ministers. By the numbers alone, one 
has reason to hope that progress is possible.

Also on the agenda was a new standardized Code of Con-
duct and Integrity Commissioner (IC) process, something that 

Caledon could sorely use given all 
the current griping related to very 
real concerns with our current pro-
cess and IC. How to get accurate information to residents (spe-
cifi cally in an age of social media disinformation) was a hot but-
ton topic as was something else Caledon can relate to: rural road 
safety. According to one statistic shared, 17% of the population 
of Ontario live in rural municipalities, but 55% of road fatalities 
happen in them. As Caledon residents we know all too well, us-
ing our roads, ill-equipped for the volume of truck traffi c sharing 
them, we are a part of that dismal statistic.  

Finally, in other news – more grins, and honestly, no griping 
this time. A recent delegation to Peel Regional Council concern-
ing truck traffi c in Ward One was heard favourably. Certainly, 
all wards are experiencing signifi cant and dangerous levels of 
truck traffi c, in part because some roads have been designated 
as Strategic Goods Movement Networks (meaning any large 
truck can use them) when they are not designed nor fi t to do so. 
Caledon East, Caledon Village, Alton and Bolton (specifi cally 
portions of the Highway 50 corridor) are all areas of concern 
and new restrictions are about to be put in place for at least some 
of them.

For a trial period of one year, time of day and weekend re-
strictions will be implemented, monitored and measured to as-
sess impact. Further, after the delegation (by Dwayne Jackson 
representing the AVA in Ward One) Regional Council agreed to 
move up the trial period by six months, recognizing the signifi -
cant concerns of the community.

Mayor Groves commented that it was “the right thing to do,” 
and Councillor Early supported the motion while also drawing 
attention to the need for an effective communications plan to 
trucking companies and their drivers to ensure compliance. 

I’ll end not with a “gripe” per say, but a disheartening obser-
vation.

While watching the Regional Council meeting, one fi nal 
comment came through loud and clear. Chair Nando Iannica re-
marked that recently he learned over one billion dollars in goods 
are shipped across Canada each day, but in Peel Region alone, 
that number is two billion! Yes –  “billion,” not “million.” That 
means our local roads are home to volumes of previously un-
seen levels of freight traffi c, navigating roads never designed 
for them in the fi rst place. What’s more, aggregate truck traffi c 
(and a potential new blasting quarry) will only add to this un-
precedented volume. Worse still, neither freight nor aggregate 
companies are paying anywhere near their fair share in taxes or 
levies to cover the cost of road repairs they are disproportion-
ately causing. 

It’s great that ROMA this year appears to be showing signs of 
some potential results of the cumulative advocacy of all Caledon 
Council members. However, when you drive our roads, witness 
what’s happening all around us, and learn more about the chal-
lenges so many municipalities are facing, (and the legislature 
won’t return til March 23rd) you’d be forgiven for thinking “it’s 
no wonder we are in crisis.” 

SHERALYN ROMAN
TALK CALEDON
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Senior of the Year 
Nominations are now open!
Each year in June, the Town names a Caledon 

resident the Senior of the Year. 
Do you know someone 65+ who has made a 

di�erence in Caledon? 

Nominate them today at caledon.ca/adult55 
Nominations close February 20.

RecreationCALEDON

REGISTER FOR
DROP-INS ONLINE

DOWNLOAD
THE APP

SECURE
YOUR

SPOT IN
ADVANCE
caledon.ca/dropin

or on the app

NEW!

Skip the Line. Save Time.
NOW AVAILABLE 

online registration for Caledon’s drop-in programs!

The Caledon Recreation App makes it easy to secure your 
spot in advance.

Step-by-step guides, in-person support, and sta� assistance 
will help you get started.

Learn more at caledon.ca/dropin

BY RILEY MURPHY
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Bolton Community Crew is inviting residents and businesses all 
across Caledon to decorate their doors this Valentine’s Day.

Those who enter the contest have a chance to win 1st, 2nd, or a 3rd place 
prizes for their “Best Dressed Doors.”

Sarah Leslie with the Bolton Community Crew (BCC) explains the con-
test originally began during the pandemic, while everyone was in lockdown.

“Mostly because we had to halt all community events, we thought this to 
be a creative way to bring the community together during a time where we 
couldn’t be together physically,” she says.

Councillor Tony Rosa was part of the innovation process for this initiative 
and shares they were really trying to come up with things people could do 
from the comfort of their home.

They eventually came up with the door-decorating contest, a way for peo-
ple to show their love for their community and the Town.

“Creating that building unity and community feel,” he explains.
This year, many residents brought it to their attention to resurrect the idea 

again, he says.
In sitting down with the BCC, they discussed turning it into a commu-

nity-wide decorating contest, a Town-wide initiative for all residents and 
businesses.

With the wintry weather Caledon has been experiencing, this door dec-
orating contest is a sure-fi re way to stay involved with your community, 
without leaving your front door, or maybe just stepping outside it.

“It’s a very cold winter,” says Rosa. “Even now we’re having to stay 
home during these storms. Here’s a great activity to resurrect and hope we 
get the engagement that we’re looking for and that people from across Cale-
don, from every ward, will submit their entries.”

Rosa says this initiative is about creating unity across the community and 
for people to have some fun with their families. 

He hopes for this to become an annual tradition in Caledon, he adds.
“I am so honored to see that people enjoyed it the fi rst time and that 

they’re still talking about it today, and what a great way to bring back some-
thing in these cold days of winter.”

“If people are open to making this an annual event, by all means,” he says. 
“It’s a wonderful way of engaging the community and it’s a great message.”

In previous contests, Leslie says that they received more than 200 sub-
missions, and they’re hoping to see submissions coming in soon for this 
year’s competition.

When it comes to the judging, the BCC will be looking for creativity and 
“outside the box” ideas.

Rosa and his daughter will be taking their own stab at this year’s contest, 
soon to be decorating their own door.

The contest ends on February 13, and the winners will have their priz-
es hand-delivered on February 14 by the Community Crew’s very own 
“Queen of Hearts.”

The Bolton Community Crew is asking that participants send their pic-
tures and full address to boltonmidnightmadness@gmail.com.

Bolton Community Crew 
holds Valentine’s Day

Door Decorating Contest
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BUSINESS
YOUR SOURCE FOR BUSINES S IN  CALEDON

HOCKLEYBEER.CA

MADE IN

S U P P O R T  L O C A L

CANADA
MADE IN

HOCKLEYBEER.CA

MADE IN

S U P P O R T  L O C A L

CANADA
MADE IN

BY RILEY MURPHY
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Caledon Chamber of Commerce re-
cently held its Kick-Off Event for the new 
year, focused on connection, celebration, and 
showcasing what’s ahead for the Chamber.

As the year begins, the Chamber is priori-
tizing feedback, saying that input helps them 
understand the real challenges local businesses 
are facing, and the issues that matter most to 
businesses are being heard.

Their recently-announced Caledon Business 
Challenges survey will collect feedback from 
the business community in Caledon to share 
with local Members of Parliament and Town 
officials.

Not only will this feedback go to these in-
dividuals, but the Chamber also notes that it 
shapes future Chamber priorities and advoca-
cy efforts.

They are also hosting a member roundtable 
in February, which is “an opportunity for deep-
er discussion and idea-sharing.”

The new year for the Chamber of Commerce 
brings changes to its networking opportunities.

This year, they are structuring their events 
to maximize member value and reduce event 
fatigue.

Marion Upshall, President of the Caledon 
Chamber of Commerce, says that fewer events 
create a stronger impact, “focused on quality 
meaningful engagement, speakers, and ven-
ues.”

Upcoming big events for the Chamber 
throughout the year include Caledine, their 
Mental Health Awareness Forum, the Business 
Summit and Excellence Awards, and finally 

their Christmas Market.
Each of these events, says the Chamber, are 

designed to drive visibility, connection and im-
pact.

Caledine is held to drive traffic and aware-
ness to local food businesses, and it occurs 
during the universally slowest times for restau-
rants, explains Upshall.

Their mental health awareness forum prior-
itizes workplace wellness for both employers 
and employees.

The Business Summit, which welcomed 
back the Excellence Awards in 2025, is fo-
cused on education, inspiration, and recogni-
tion.

And finally, the Christmas Market, which 
closes out the year, showcases local businesses 
through virtual and live experiences.

One of the key elements of the Chambers 
year in focus is “Caledon Connection.”

During their presentation, Upshall noted the 
Chamber is looking to connect all of Caledon, 
not just one part.

To do so, they will host Ward Held Events, 
networking events held in different wards, to 
ensure they reach every corner of Caledon.

The Chamber is also currently focusing on 
future initiatives such as their Dragon’s Den-
style pitches for local high school students, en-
couraging entrepreneurial thinking at a young 
age.

Caledon OPP was also in attendance, pre-
senting their new Community Business En-
gagement (CBE) Initiative. 

The initiative not only highlighted the strong 
partnership between the Chamber and Cale-
don OPP but also reinforced the idea that the 
Chamber serves as a hub for community-wide 
collaboration.

Caledon Chamber of Commerce
presents 2026 Goals and Initiatives

BY RILEY MURPHY
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Caledon Sand and Gravel Inc., with 
James Dick Construction Ltd, was recent-
ly awarded the Ontario Stone, Sand and 
Gravel Association (OSSGA) 2025 Safety 
Innovation Award.

This award, says the OSSGA, recogniz-
es forward-thinking solutions that raise 
the bar for safety performance in Ontario’s 
aggregate sector. 

Caledon Sand and Gravel received the 
award for their Rock Truck Dump Hopper 
Risk Assessment.

“This innovative initiative demonstrates 
exceptional leadership in identifying 
site-specific hazards and implementing 
practical, effective controls that enhance 
employee safety across aggregate opera-
tions,” says the OSSGA.

They also shared that the assessment 
stood out to them for its proactive ap-
proach, clear methodology and measur-
able impact on improving on-site safety 
practices.

“OSSGA’s Safety Innovation Award rec-
ognizes members’ creativity in enhancing 
workplace safety through innovative prac-
tices in health and safety systems, training, 
employee wellness and company culture. 
Caledon Sand and Gravel showed that 
their initiatives not only reduce risk but 
also deliver measurable results that protect 
employees, subcontractors and the public. 
Congratulations and thank you for putting 
safety first,” said Sharon Armstrong, Ex-
ecutive Director of OSSGA.

Matt McDonald, Occupational Health 
and Safety Manager with James Dick 
Construction Ltd, shares that the risk as-
sessment began in January of 2025, and 
their goal was to assess the risk around the 
rock truck dump hopper for the purpose of 
identifying, assessing and controlling haz-
ards and potential hazards.

They had multiple safety measures in 
place beforehand, but they wanted to make 
it full proof to avoid any possibility of 
anything falling into the hopper.

At the start of this initiative, McDonald 
says there were many elements to consid-
er, one of which was to comply with Sec-
tion 59 of Ontario Regulation 854, saying 
that all openings, sumps, vessels, bins, 
hoppers, elevated platforms or pits other 
than grease pits, which constitute a haz-
ard, must be fenced or otherwise guarded.

They also considered various potential 
hazards with the Joint Health and Safety 
Committee.

McDonald says they began with the 
worst-case scenario and worked back-
wards from that. 

A lot of what needed to be done, he says, 
they had previously implemented. Follow-
ing that, they “went through the list of all 

the different potential hazards and tried to 
check off each one of those to get a safe-
guard for each danger.”

Following their hazard assessment, nu-
merous changes were made, including 
installing a gate to prevent inadvertent 
access when the crusher was not in pro-
duction and raising, berming, and signing 
the Hopper area to allow only authorized 
personnel.

Among the many new additions, they 
designed a new traffic control plan to ad-
dress traffic and define the authorized ac-
cess area, updated the Job Task Procedure, 
made necessary changes to the hopper, and 
more.

Their team analyzed every possibility, 
from equipment potentially overriding the 
berm and ending up in the hopper, to ev-
eryone’s safety on the property.

“When you talk about it afterwards, it 
seems really simple. But at the time, it was 
for the industry a change in doing things,” 
says McDonald.

“We’re rethinking how to do it differ-
ently, and I know other companies had in-
stalled gates, but it didn’t take away the 
hazard when we’re running and operat-
ing,” he added.

These Rock Truck Dump Hoppers, Mc-
Donald explains, are a behind-the-scenes 
part of materials in people’s everyday 
lives.

“For everything from your driveway, to 
the screenings that may be between inter-
lock brick, to whatever it may be, we have 
to take those big rocks and make them 
small. The rock trucks are carrying the big 
rocks, we dump them into a hopper and it 
goes into a crusher. Then it’s fed on a con-
veyor to another crusher…whatever it may 
be to make the products that you might not 
even see that are out there that you use ev-
ery day,” says McDonald. “That’s why it’s 
important.”

He shares that their risk assessments are 
done and updated annually, and now he 
says, they’ve made it “bulletproof.”

McDonald says that at Caledon Sand 
and Gravel, “it’s everybody looking out 
for everybody else.”

He says many of those working at the 
Caledon location have been there for many 
years and have become “a band of brothers 
and sisters.”

McDonald adds the award presentation 
with OSSGA was “wonderful.”

Drew Wettlaufer, the Joint Health and 
Safety Committee Worker Representative 
who worked with Caledon Sand and Grav-
el on the assessment, received the award, 
and McDonald said he could tell everyone 
was proud of what they had achieved.

“For me, being the health and safety 
manager, it’s so nice to watch them,” says 
McDonald. “It’s a super feeling.”

Local company receives 
Ontario Stone, Sand 
and Gravel Association 
2025 Safety Innovation 
Award

Drew Wettlaufer received the award from Maurice Guimont (right) of Walker Aggregates and a 
board member of OSSGA.						           CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
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To learn more about Caledon Dufferin Victim Services, please visit our website: 

WWW.CDVS.CA

Interested individuals may forward their resume 
and letter of interest using the following methods:

EMAIL: info@cdvs.ca | MAIL: Chair, Board of Directors
15924 Innis Lake Road, Caledon East, ON L7C 2Z1

Applications are accepted on an ongoing basis.

Board Recruitment
Caledon\Dufferin Victim Services (CDVS) supports victims of crime, abuse, and tragedy enabling the 

continuum of recovery through rapid response, informed referrals, and community partnerships. 

We are seeking passionate community members to become involved in our Board of Directors. A position on 
the CDVS Board of Directors is a meaningful way to make a difference and give back to your community in a 

leadership role.

Board members represent the diversity and interests of the people of The Town of Caledon and the County 
of Dufferin. The work of the Board helps guide the organization and focuses on governance, strategic 

direction, and accountability. Board members are community residents and are elected for a term of three 
years. The Board meets between 6-10 times a year on a weekday evening for approximately 2-3 hours per 

session. Most of the meetings are held virtually but the Directors try to meet in person at least twice per year. 
Board members will receive required materials and training and will be oriented to the Policy Governance 
Model of Board Governance. Community focus and relevant experience or expertise will be considered 

regardless of previous board experience. Please include this information in your cover letter. 

Caledon \ Dufferin
Victim Services

CDVS is committed to the principles of equality and inclusion with regard to race, colour, religion, nationality, 
social or ethnic origin, sex, age, disability, sexual orientation, gender identity and/or expression, domestic 

partnership status or any other status that is representative of the communities we work in. CDVS encourages 
applicants from all communities.

Town to request advocacy support from TAPMO 
BY RILEY MURPHY
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

At Caledon’s January 27 Council Meet-
ing, Council unanimously supported a 
motion to request support from the Top 
Aggregate Producing Municipalities of 
Ontario (TAPMO) to seek amendments to 
provincial aggregate-related planning pol-
icies.

The motion, brought forward by Coun-
cillors Lynn Kiernan and Christina Early, 
shares that with the Town’s high concen-
trations of aggregate resources and oper-
ations, it has resulted “in sustained and 
cumulative impacts on municipal infra-
structure, rural communities, agricultural 
lands, sensitive water resources, and local 
air quality.”

It states that Caledon Council has re-
peatedly raised concerns that provincial 
aggregate policies “do not adequately pro-
tect groundwater, surface water, air qual-
ity, public health, or community well-be-
ing in municipalities hosting significant 

aggregate activity.”
Under existing provincial policy frame-

works, the motion discusses that certain 
residents’ needs are not being addressed, 
where residents are experiencing prob-
lems living near aggregate operations.

It argues that municipalities with an im-
mense share of aggregate activity should 
not bear long-term environmental, health, 
social, and financial burdens without 
strengthened provincial policy tools and 
safeguards.

The Official Plan Amendment No. 1 
(OPA 1) is said to be “constrained by cur-
rent provincial policy direction and does 
not provide sufficient municipal authori-
ty to address cumulative environmental, 
health, and social impacts associated with 
aggregate extraction and transportation.”

Therefore, Council is seeking TAPMO’s 
advocacy support.

TAPMO is an association representing 
aggregate-rich municipalities that is com-
mitted to working with industry partners 
and provincial decision-makers to develop 

a long-term, practical approach to aggre-
gate extraction in Ontario.

With this advocacy support, Council 
hopes to seek strengthened provincial and 
municipal policy authority to:

Prioritize the protection of groundwater, 
surface water, and hydrologically sensi-
tive area features, including source water 
and recharge areas;

Strengthen requirements related to air 
quality, dust mitigation, and monitoring to 
protect public health;

Recognize and regulate the cumulative 
environmental, health, and social impacts 
of multiple aggregate operations and asso-
ciated haul traffic;

Safeguard agricultural lands and rural 
settlement areas from incompatible land 
uses;

Require enforceable haul route plan-
ning, road maintenance, and full recovery 
of infrastructure costs; and

Better align aggregate extraction with 
growth planning, climate resilience, and 

long-term municipal sustainability.

This advocacy support request would be 
circulated to TAPMO member municipal-
ities.

A written correspondence attached to 
the Council meeting agenda showed that 
on January 16th, Mayor Annette Groves 
wrote to Dufferin-Caledon MPP Sylvia 
Jones asking for her intervention and “that 
changes may be made to ensure local per-
spectives are adequately captured.”

“Caledon Council is disappointed and 
disheartened that OPA 1 was approved 
without regard to the motion I tabled. This 
has a huge impact on our community. The 
local voice has been diminished and it ap-
pears that a “one size fits all” approach 
has been applied with respect to conformi-
ty with certain provincial policies,” wrote 
Mayor Groves in the attached letter.

She continued that the concern is that 
the modifications to OPA 1 dismiss the lo-
cal lived experience.

Continued on Page A17
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17063 HWY 50, PALGRAVE

(905) 880-2277
csncollision.com

Collision and 
Auto Body 
Repair

Scratch and
Dent Repair

Paintless
Dent Repair

Windshield 
and Glass 
Repair

24-Hour 
Towing

Vehicle Paint

65 Pillsworth Rd, Bolton
905-457-0888  |  boltonhonda.ca

Dealer trade may be required. Contact your Ontario Honda Dealer for anticipated delivery date. ΩLimited time lease 
offer available through Honda Financial Services Inc. (HFS), to qualified retail customers on approved credit. Weekly payments 
include freight and PDI ($2,000), Dealer Fee (up to $1,000), tire & environmental fee ($23.50) [This fee covers the cost to 
Honda Canada of collecting and recycling tires], A/C charge ($100), OMVIC fee ($22.00), lien registration fees (up to $48.50, 
including lien registering agent fee). Taxes, licence, insurance and registration are extra. Representative Weekly lease example: 
2026 CR-V Sport (Model RS4H5TJS) on a 48-month term with 208 weekly payments at 4.99% lease APR. Weekly payment 
is $138.62 with $3,000.00 down or equivalent trade-in and $0.00 total lease incentive included. Down payment, $0 security 
deposit and first weekly payment due at lease inception. Total lease obligation is $28,832.77. 80,000 kilometre allowance; 
charge of $0.12/km for excess kilometres. †None of the features we describe are intended to replace the driver’s responsibility 
to exercise due care while driving. Drivers should not use handheld devices or operate certain vehicle features unless it is safe 
and legal to do so. Some features have technological limitations. For additional feature information, limitations and restrictions, 
please visit www.honda.ca/disclaimers and refer to the vehicle’s Owner’s Manual. For all offers: licence, insurance, PPSA, other 
taxes (including HST) and excess wear and tear are extra. Taxes payable on full amount of purchase price. Offers only valid for 
Ontario residents at participating Ontario Honda Dealers from January 3, 2026 until February 3, 2026.  Dealer may sell/lease 
for less. Dealer trade may be necessary. Colour availability may vary by Dealer. Vehicles and accessories are for illustration 
purposes only. Offers, prices and features subject to change without notice. See Bolton Honda or boltonhonda.ca for full details.

New year,
new adventures.

CR-V
SPORT FOR 48 MONTHSΩ WITH 

$3,000 DOWN PAYMENT/OAC

4.99%
APR

WEEKLY

$139
LEASE FROMINTRODUCING THE 2026

Dealer trade may be required. Contact your Ontario Honda Dealer for anticipated delivery date.
offer available through Honda Financial Services Inc. (HFS), to qualified retail customers on approved credit. Weekly payments 
include freight and PDI ($2,000), Dealer Fee (up to $1,000), tire & environmental fee ($23.50) [This fee covers the cost to 
Honda Canada of collecting and recycling tires], A/C charge ($100), OMVIC fee ($22.00), lien registration fees (up to $48.50, 
including lien registering agent fee). Taxes, licence, insurance and registration are extra. Representative Weekly lease example: 
2026 CR-V Sport (Model RS4H5TJS) on a 48-month term with 208 weekly payments at 4.99% lease APR. Weekly payment 
is $138.62 with $3,000.00 down or equivalent trade-in and $0.00 total lease incentive included. Down payment, $0 security 
deposit and first weekly payment due at lease inception. Total lease obligation is $28,832.77. 80,000 kilometre allowance; 
charge of $0.12/km for excess kilometres. †None of the features we describe are intended to replace the driver’s responsibility 
to exercise due care while driving. Drivers should not use handheld devices or operate certain vehicle features unless it is safe 
and legal to do so. Some features have technological limitations. For additional feature information, limitations and restrictions, 
please visit www.honda.ca/disclaimers and refer to the vehicle’s Owner’s Manual. For all offers: licence, insurance, PPSA, other 
taxes (including HST) and excess wear and tear are extra. Taxes payable on full amount of purchase price. Offers only valid for 
Ontario residents at participating Ontario Honda Dealers from January 3, 2026 until February 3, 2026.  Dealer may sell/lease Ω

4.99%
APR

MODEL RS4H5TJS

Allain and Freeman notch hat tricks in Admirals’ 
dramatic 7-5 comeback victory in Oakville 

BY JIM STEWART

When it counted most, Clarence Allain and 
Curtis Freeman delivered six goals for the Cale-
don Admirals with the OJHL squad’s playoff 
hopes on the line.

Trailing 4-1 in the fi rst period in a must-win 
game, the Admirals’ Dynamic Duo catalyzed 
and completed a shocking comeback with a 
pair of hat tricks to down the Oakville Blades 
7-5 on Saturday night at the Sixteen Mile Sports 
Complex.

The Admirals took to the spacious 200 x 100’ 
ice surface in Oakville and opened the scoring 
when Allain tallied his 11th of the season 4:45 
into the fi rst period.

However, things went sideways for the visi-
tors as the Blades fi red four goals in eight min-
utes to take a 4-1 lead on consecutive goals by 
Tyler Le Conte, Brady Charlton, Ben Austin, 
and Evan Le Conte.

Freeman’s timely marker with 1:05 left in the 
fi rst frame stopped the surgery being performed 
by the Blades and cut the home side’s lead to 
4-2.

Cam Lang’s 17th of the season, assisted by 
Freeman and Nate Brentnell, pulled the Admi-
rals to within one at 14:37 of the middle frame 
and Allain’s power play goal less than two min-
utes later tied the game heading into the second 
intermission. 

The Admirals put the fi nishing touches on 
their masterful and spirited comeback in the 
fi nal frame when they outscored the hosts 3-1.

The third period outburst secured a precious 
regulation win and kept Caledon within seven 
points of the King Rebellion for the fi nal play-
off spot in the OJHL West.

Freeman gave The Fleet its fi rst lead of the 
game when he fi nished Lang’s feed while the 
trustworthy veterans were on the PK at 11:13.

Oakville’s Ben Austin responded to Cale-
don’s short-handed goal by tying the game 5-5 
34-seconds later, but Freeman completed his 
hat trick, with helpers from Lang and Captain 
Braeden Van Gelder, at 15:04 to restore the Ad-
mirals’ lead. 

Van Gelder earned his third assist of the game 
with 25 seconds left on the clock when he fed 
Allain, who deposited the puck into an empty 

net, secured his hat trick, sealed the victory, and 
preserved the Admirals’ playoff aspirations.

The Admirals’ most signifi cant victory of the 
season on Saturday came after a disappointing 
7-3 home ice loss to the sixth-place Burlington 
Cougars on Thursday night.

The red-hot Burlington squad rode a four-
game winning streak into the Garth Young Are-
na, including a 3-2 OT decision over the top-
ranked Toronto Patriots last Friday.

Burlington Captain and leading scorer Reid 
Forster delineated the keys to victory: “I thought 
we matched their intensity tonight.  Our PK was 
good and we played the right way.”

Playing the right way has been a benchmark 
recently for the Cougars and Forster explained 
how his club defeated the Patriots last Friday to 
extend their winning streak.

“Everyone has bought in defensively. They’re 
a great team offensively, so to hold them to two 
goals was an accomplishment for us.”

Forster, a very mobile defender who has ac-
crued 36 points this season, underscored the im-
portance of his team’s win on Thursday.

“It was big. We have a back-to-back this 
week so winning the fi rst one on the road 
against Caledon was important for us. It sets 
us up for our home game against Georgetown 
tomorrow.”

The Cougars looked ready for Georgetown, 
based on their strong performance against the 
Admirals.

Eight minutes into the fi rst period, the navy 
blue-clad visitors took a 1-0 lead when 6’3”, 
207-pound centre Vasily Serov created space 
off the left wing and snapped a shot from be-
tween the circles that beat Admirals’ goalie 
James Meredith high blocker side.  Serov was 
acquired this month from the Pickering Pan-
thers and has scored 12 points in the 8 games he 
has played for Burlington.

Serov’s looming presence was evident all 
night, but it was the speed of the Cougars that 
created their next two goals to kick off the sec-
ond period.

On the prettiest goal of the game 1:05 into 
the middle frame, a nifty passing play by Colin 
Ronalds and Ethan Brassard gave the Cougars a 
two-goal lead. The speedy skaters turned a two-
on-one into a sharp give-and-go play with Bras-
sard sliding the perfect pass from Ronalds past 
Meredith just off the right edge of the crease.

Forster complimented his teammates’ import-
ant goal and their instant connection on the ice: 
“It was a beautiful play – Ronalds’s great pass 
and Brassard fi nished so well. It was only their 
second shift together. It was automatic chemis-
try.” 

The Cougars not only showed team chem-
istry at Mayfi eld, but they also demonstrated a 
propensity for leaking forwards into the neutral 
zone on the PK. The ploy worked perfectly two 
minutes after Brassard’s marker when Matthew 
Campanella got behind the Admirals’ D corps, 
created a breakaway, deked Meredith, and slid 
the puck glove side to give the visitors a 3-0 
lead. 

The home side opened the third period ag-
gressively. Their urgent forechecking paid off 
when Cole Kirton’s wrist shot from between the 
circles fl ew past the glove of Cougars’ netmind-
er Carter Vicente at 1:15.  Kirton’s 10th goal of 
the season reduced the visitors’ lead to 3-1.

However, the Cougars scored four consecu-
tive goals in less than fi ve minutes before the 
midway point of the fi nal frame to put the game 
away. 

Alain banged in his own rebound to tally his 
10th with 5:51 of the fi nal frame to make it 7-2. 
Hard-hitting Admiral Jalen Lobo notched his 
fi rst of the season on the power play with 2:16 
on the clock to close the scoring.   

Caledon’s Jack Fang (91) faces off against Burlington’s Vasily Serov (77) in OJHL third period ac-
tion on Thursday night. Serov’s two-goal effort led the Cougars to a 7 – 3 win over the Admirals. ` 
                             PHOTO BY JIM STEWART

BY BRIAN LOCKHART

The Mono Nordic Ski Club hosted its 
annual cross-country race along the trails 
at Monora Park in Mono on Saturday, Jan-
uary 24.

This popular event brings competitors 
from across the province who earn points 
for Nordic and cross-country skiing com-
petitions in the Southern Ontario Paraffi n 
Race Series. This includes racers from var-
ious clubs, universities, and high schools.

The snowy weather this year provided 
excellent conditions with plenty of snow 
and well-groomed trails along the chal-
lenging course.

Founded in 1985, the Mono Nordic Ski 
Club is celebrating 40 years as an organi-
zation and has hosted ski races every year 
since it began.

Nordic and cross-country skiing are pop-
ular sports across the province, and the 
Mono Nordic Ski Club has an enthusiastic 
membership that enjoys getting out on the 
trails during the winter months.

“We have 20 different teams here from 
Nordic clubs, high schools including 
ODSS and Mayfi eld, and university teams 
from Guelph, McMaster, and Waterloo, 
as well as lots of ski clubs from all over 
southern Ontario who come and race,” ex-
plained event co-organizer René Beuke-
boom. “Our youngest competitors are U8, 

and we go up to the Masters division.”
Competitors compete in age groups, with 

the distance increasing as age increases.
The youngest competitors race a 1.5 km 

course. At the U18, U20, and masters di-
visions, racers compete on a 6 km course.

“We have over 170 racers today,” Beu-
keboom explained. “There is an interval 
start, so as a division, each racer starts 15 
seconds apart. This year we did the order 
backwards and started with the older kids 
fi rst, with the hope that the day warms up 
in the afternoon for the younger kids.”

With the interval start, racers must rely 
on their own instincts to judge their pace 
on the course.

The temperature for the day was -15°C, 
as the race happened to take place in the 
current cold snap.

The course becomes quite challenging 
at the longer distances, as the trails have 
many hills and push racers to their limits to 
keep a good pace.

A lot of spectators turned out for the day 
to cheer on the racers and provided a lot of 
encouragement as the competitors sprinted 
down the fi nal 100 yards to the fi nish.

Organizers would like to thank the local 
businesses that donated door prizes: Bar-
ley Vine Rail Co., BMP Group, Booklore, 
Dave’s Butcher Shop, Global Pet Foods, 
Moguls in Mocean, and Orangeville Nis-
san.

Mono Nordic Ski Club hosts
annual cross-country race

SPORTSSPORTSSPORTS SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION   
    

6048 HIGHWAY 9, 
SCHOMBERG

800-843-1732
FIREPLACESTOP.COM

Family Owned Business 
Established In 1987

IT’S SO EASY YOU CAN DO IT YOURSELF. 
DROP IN TO SEE US TODAY AND LEARN MORE!

WE HAVE FINANCING 
THAT MAKES “CENTS”

Napoleon Heating 
and Cooling 

Experience comfort without 
compromise. Napoleon heating and cooling 

systems bring innovation, effi  ciency, 
and peace of mind to every season
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 Take your career  
to new heights

Join the skilled trades

 With over 140 skilled trades to choose from there’s 
more opportunity than ever to build a stable, 
secure future for you and your community. 
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BY RILEY MURPHY
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Freezing temperatures didn’t stop the Cale-
don Community from celebrating our First 
Responders this past weekend.

In collaboration with Boots on the Ground, 
a non-profit peer support organization for First 
Responders, TPC Toronto at Osprey Valley 
hosted a First Responders Appreciation Fami-
ly Skate where attendees could not only enjoy 
the brand-new rink at Osprey Valley but also 
meet our local First Responders.

Emergency vehicles were available for the 
public to tour, and First Responders were seen 
skating alongside various First Responder 
Mascots, such as Caledon’s very own Sparky!

“It was wonderful to see people brave the 
cold and come out to enjoy the day. We had 
a large contingent of firefighters, paramed-
ics, police officers and others from the first 
responder community along with their fami-
lies enjoying the skating rink, firepits and hot 
chocolates,” says Brian Decker, Director of 
Marketing and Communications with TPC 
Toronto at Osprey Valley.

In attendance that day were representatives 
from Caledon Fire, Peel Paramedics, the OPP, 

Crime Stoppers, and Boots on the Ground. 
Boots on the Ground’s mission is to provide 

anonymous, confidential, caring and com-
passionate peer support to First Responders 
across the Province of Ontario.

They operate an anonymous helpline pro-
viding confidential and anonymous peer sup-
port to First Responders across the province, 
24 hours a day, seven days a week.

“There’s a lot of admiration from our team 
for the work the Boots on the Ground organi-
zation does as a peer support resource for first 
responders,” says Decker.

He shares that their goal was to raise aware-
ness of the organization’s work, along with 
creating a fun, community-focused atmo-
sphere where the public could come out and 
enjoy the skating rink and outdoor amenities.

“We have really enjoyed hosting events like 
these at our skating rink this winter. When we 
initially put plans together to build the skating 
rink, it was very important to us that we cre-
ate something that people in our community 
could come out and enjoy. We’ve received 
great feedback from events like the First Re-
sponders Appreciation Day and expect we’ll 
continue to host events like this going for-
ward,” says Decker.

TPC Toronto at Osprey Valley hosts
First Responders Appreciation

Family Skate with Boots on the Ground

Borscevski and Dhindsa shift
focus from dream soccer excursion 

in Rome to winning Ontario Cup
BY JIM STEWART

Caledon U16 soccer players Chester Borscevski 
and Arjun Dhindsa are back from an “experience of 
a lifetime” in Rome, Italy.

Borscevski and Dhindsa—who play for the Cale-
don-based soccer academy SSE90—participated in 
camps and exhibition games on North America’s 
Serie A elite team from December 13-20 in Rome.  
They were selected back in the Fall through Rome 
City Institute ID camps and only 18 players across 
Canada and the USA were chosen for the travel 
team.

Both players were proudly sporting their SSE90 
warmups prior to their Thursday evening practice at 
the Mayfield Dome.

Borscevski, a Grade 10 student at Mayfield Sec-
ondary School, thought the highlight of the excur-
sion was “playing against the other top teams in 
Italy.”

“We played Lazio in our first game and lost 5-2. 
In the second game, I scored a game-winning head-
er against Ascoli Calcio.”

Dhindsa, a Grade 10 student at Robert F. Hall 
Catholic Secondary School, agreed about the level 
of play and alluded to his teammate’s decisive goal 
as well as the team’s big 3-2 win in Italy.

“In the last game, we won with a big play at the 
end.”

Both were proud to represent their local club and 
Canada on the North American team that competed 
against one of the top soccer nations on Earth.

Dhindsa observed, “It felt great.  Chester and I 
were the only two players selected in Canada.”

Borscevski’s competitive streak emerged in our 
interview when he described the significance of his 
team’s victory over Ascoli Calcio.

“It was pretty important.  Our coach is Italian 
and we were playing his team.  The Italians thought 

we weren’t as good.  We showed them we could 
play just as well.  They shouldn’t have been so sur-
prised.”

All of the squad’s games and practices took 
place in pristine facilities.  Dhindsa described them 
as “Amazing—all the fields were well-kept. We 
played on grass which is different than when we 
play here which is more on turf.”

Borscevski was impressed by “where we stayed.  
We’d get up in the morning and we could walk on 
to the practice field.  We’d be right there.”  

Dhindsa enjoyed “walking around Rome as a 
team. The pizza was amazing, too” and Borscevs-
ki thought it was “cool watching AS Roma against 
Como at Stadio Olimpico at the biggest stadium.”

Back home, both student-athletes believe their 
rep soccer team has what it takes to win the provin-
cial championship this season.

Their SSE90 squad has achieved success during 
the indoor season and is preparing for big games 
both indoors and outdoors in 2026.

Dhindsa noted, “We made the second round of 
the Ontario Cup this month and we won a big game 
against Juventus on Tuesday. Our team goal is to 
win the Ontario Cup.”

Borscevski expressed confidence in his team’s 
chances to win the prestigious tourney: “Chances 
are good that we can win.  We’ll be playing FCT 
in the final—a really good team from Etobicoke.  
We’ve played against them a few times.”  

Borscevski—a productive forward—added that 
his personal goal this season is to repeat as “the 
team’s top scorer.”  Dhindsa—a skilled defender 
who takes pride in shutting down the opponent’s 
top scorers—has offensive goals of his own:  “I 
want to be a top three scorer on the team.”

With the Dynamic Duo of Borscevski scoring 
goals and Dhindsa preventing goals, it appears that 
Caledon’s SSE90 has the core talent to strive for 
and win their fair share in 2026.

                             PHOTO BY TPC TORONTO/OSPREY VALLEY

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
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OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Mon. to Sat. & Holiday Mondays

473051 County Rd. 11, Orangeville
519-943-0101

NOW ACCEPTING EWASTE AT NO 
CHARGE WE BUYSCRAP METAL

Providing Internet service and 
support since 1994.

Get Connected. Contact us:
www.sentex.ca  888-4-sentex

AREA WIDE

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
USED VEHICLESUSED VEHICLES USED VEHICLES USED VEHICLES HELP WANTED

AUCTIONS

AUCTIONS

NOW ACCEPTING EWASTE AT NO CHARGE. 
WE BUY SCRAP METAL.

• Electrical Assembler
• Propane Technician
• Highway Cargo 
   Tanker Repair
• Decal/ Wrap Specialist
• Licensed Mechanic 310T
• Bodyman
• General labour

• Welder – Fabricator
• Hydraulic Technician
• Assistant Shop Foreman
• Shipping & Receiving 
• Pluming Assembler
• Welder – Pipefitter

www.dependable.ca
Applying method: In Person at

275 Clarence Street, Brampton L6W 3R3

JOIN OUR TEAM

QUALITY FIREWOOD
Seasoned Firewood

$425/Bush Cord.
Fresh cut

$350/Bush Cord.
Call 905-729-2303 or

705-440-6450
Truckloads of firewood

logs now available

FIREWOOD

Caledon Citizen
905-857-6626

519-941-2230

ADVERTISING
LOCALLY WORKS!

PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER! REMEMBER TO SHOP LOCAL!

ADVERTISING 
LOCALLY WORKS!

ARTICLES WANTED SPACE FOR LEASE

Farm, Livestock, Estate, Home & Business 
Auctions with experience & consideration

Please contact us at 
Kevin 519-942-0264 • Scott 519-843-5083

mcarthurbessey@gmail.com
www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur

KEVIN SCOTT

McArthur - Bessey 
Auctions

McArthur - Bessey 
Auctions

Now!
BOOK YOUR 

AUCTION SALE

Prime Downtown Orangeville 
Retail Space for Lease 

207 Broadway 
Available May 1, 2026

Prime 940 sq ft store front location in 
downtown Orangeville facing south 
with excellent street exposure. Ideal 

for retail or commercial use. 
Features air conditioning and 

includes two rear parking spots. 
Available May 1, 2026.

$2400/month (includes TMI), 
plus utilities and HST. 

Optional: Additional space available 
on the 2nd floor.

For details email 
operationsorangeville@gmail.com 

Are you a student enrolled in college or university looking for summer employment? Do you believe 
in the magic of stories? Do you have experience planning and facilitating engaging and educational 
programs for children?

The Opportunity:
Shelburne Public Library is seeking a Children’s Library Assistant to join our small but mighty team 
from June to August 2026. Under the direction of the Children’s Librarian, the Children’s Library 
Assistant will foster a love of literacy and life-long learning by assisting with our award-winning TD 
Summer Reading Program.

Duties include:
    •  assisting with the planning, development, implementation and the evaluation of programs that are 

accessible to all children and promote equity, diversity and inclusion.

    • program and event set-up and take down.

    • responding to patron inquiries and concerns and referring to senior staff when necessary.

    • other duties as assigned.

Normal hours of work for this position will be up to thirty (30) hours per week. There may be a 
requirement to work various shifts, including some evenings and weekends.

Qualifications
    •  Full-time enrollment in a post-secondary education program, preferably in a library, creative, 

educational, or child-related field.

    •  Previous experience in program planning, event planning, working with children, and leadership 
would be an asset.

    •  Proficiency with Microsoft Office and familiarity with video/digital technology, editing software, and 
social media platforms.

Hourly Rate: $18.00

Please note:
    •  The successful candidate will be required to complete a Criminal Record Check, including a 

Vulnerable Sector Screening. Criminal record checks must be dated within three (3) months of the 
employment offer to be considered valid.

    • Virtual interview formats are available upon request.

    • This position is subject to budget and grant approval and thus may be subject to change.

Qualified candidates are invited to apply no later than 12 p.m. on February 20, 2026. Please email 
your resume and cover letter to Shannon McGrady, CEO, at smcgrady@shelburnelibrary.ca . Please 
note that only those who are selected for an interview will be contacted.

The Shelburne Public Library is an equal opportunity employer. Accommodations are available for all parts of the 
recruitment process, and applicants are asked to make their needs known in advance.

By submitting your personal information to the Shelburne Public Library, you consent to the collection, use and 
disclosure of that information in connection with our recruitment, hiring and/or employment processes. Personal 
information is collected under the authority of the Municipal Act, 2001, S.O. 2001, c.25, as amended, and will be 
used to determine the qualifications for employment.

 

Do you believe in the magic of stories? Do you have experience planning and facilitating 
engaging and educational programs for children?  

The Opportunity: 
Shelburne Public Library is seeking a Children’s Library Assistant to join our small but 
mighty team. Under the direction of the Children’s Librarian, the Children’s Library 
Assistant will foster a love of literacy and life-long learning by assisting with our award-
winning TD Summer Reading Program. 

Duties include: 
• assisting with the planning, development, implementation and the evaluation of 

programs that are accessible to all children and promote equity, diversity and 
inclusion. 

• program and event set-up and take down.  
• responding to patron inquiries and concerns and referring to senior staff when 

necessary. 
• other duties as assigned. 

Normal hours of work for this position will be up to thirty (30) hours per week. There may be 
a requirement to work various shifts, including some evenings and weekends. 

Qualifications 
• Full-time enrollment in a post-secondary education program, preferably in a library, 

creative, educational, or child-related field. 

• Previous experience in program planning, event planning, working with children, and 
leadership would be an asset. 

• Proficiency with Microsoft Office and familiarity with video/digital technology, 
editing software, and social media platforms. 

Hourly Rate: $18.00 

 

SUMMER STUDENT JOB POSTING

Interested in absentee bids? Consigning in an upcoming sale? 
Joining our Referral Rewards Program? Give us a call to get started.

Call, text or email anytime. Call: 519-288-2228 • Text ONLY: 519-938-1315
Lyn@KiddFamilyAuctions.com  | www.KiddFamilyAuctions.com

438280 4th Line, Melancthon L9V 1S9 (North of Shelburne)

PRESENTS - SOME AWESOME UPCOMING AUCTIONS!
FEB 6TH – Canvas, Carvings & Keepsakes - Art & Jewelry & Gems 
Features: original artworks, Inuit pieces, and fine jewelry, watches and 
gemstones. Each piece selected for their craftsmanship, character and 
the stories they carry. Come preview this collection firsthand to see 
what draws you in. Oil on canvas; “COTTONWOOD GAZETTE” BY TOM 
LOVELL. Stone; TWO-FACED SEDNA BY QUVIANATULIAK TAKPAUNGAI. 
Gems; OVAL MIXED CUT TOPAZ. Watch; BREITLING CHRONOGRAPH. 
Jewelry; 18K DIAMOND & RUBY CLUSTER RING. Pocket watch; OMEGA 
17J. Statue; BRONZE & MARBLE DANCING WOMAN BY DH CHIPARUS. 
Collectible; HANDCARVED ASIAN MOTHER-OF-PEARLANTIQUE 
GAMING CHIP. Plus more than can ever be listed!

FEB 17–21ST – Straight Shooter Sale

MAR 5TH & 6TH – Sports Memorabilia / Trains & Toys / Advertising Collectibles

MAR 25-27TH – The Roger Hadfield Estate Auction for Militaria and Firearms

APR 10TH – The Antiques, Collectibles and Quality Household Items Sale

 

SERVING DUFFERIN AND SIMCOE COUNTY SINCE 1987

FINANCING 
AVAILABLE! 

All fees included, 
only HST and 

licensing extra.

633201
Hwy 10, 

Orangeville 
519-940-3766

www.miedemasmotorsales.com

2008 FORD F-450 SUPER DUTY CHASSIS

CERTIFIED! Regular cab and automatic 
transmission! Ford’s tough 6.4L diesel 

engine. You bet your bottom dollar 
it has a plow!

Ext: White, Int: Black. 265,000 KM

$18,995

FULL AUTO DETAILING 
SERVICES AVAILABLE!
 CALL TODAY TO BOOK 
YOUR APPOINTMENT

2014 FORD EDGE SEL

$7,495

3.5L engine, AWD, auto. transmission 
Glass roof! Leather heated seats, back-up 

sensors and camera and Bluetooth 
powered by Microsoft SYNC.

Ext: White, Int: Black.  215,300  KM

Season’s Greetings
from all of us at Miedemas Auto Sales

633201 Highway 10, Orangeville 
519-942-2073

FULL AUTO DETAILING 

2018 NISSAN ALTIMA

Low mileage sedan! Automatic trans, 
front wheel drive and 2.5L engine. 

Heated front seats, steering wheel audio 
controls and bluetooth.

Ext: White, Int: Black. 103,000 KM

$12,995

2014 FORD F-150 FX4

$14,995

Heated & cooled leather seats, power 
moonroof, Bluetooth with Nav. Performance 

exhaust, back-up camera and tonneau 
cover and much more!

Ext: Black, Int: Black. 212,000 KM

+ HST
& licensing

moonroof, Bluetooth with Nav. Performance 

+ HST
& licensing+ HST

& licensing

+ HST
& licensing

$23,995

2018 FORD F-150 LARIAT 4×4

2020 FORD ESCAPE TITANIUM

Lane-departure, blind spot monitoring 
and back-up sensors! Heated leather seats, 
power liftgate & back-up cam. 4 cylinder 

engine, auto. trans. & AWD drivetrain.
Ext: Blue, Int: Black. 228,500 KM

$10,995 + HST
& licensing

+ HST
& licensing

5.0L V8 engine! Auto. trans., 4×4 
drivetrain. Leather seats, Bluetooth, 

nav & center console. Aftermarket rims, 
antenna and loud exhaust- on purpose.

Ext: Black, Int: Black. 207,500 KM
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ROOM for RENT in Chris-
tian country home. In-
cludes parking, WIFI/Inter-
net, kitchen privileges and 
more. 100 acres to wander. 
For more information, call 
Roy @ 905-584-9772.

SCRAP CAR DISPOS-
AL – CASH PAID for Cars, 

Trucks, Vans – Big or Small. 

Call Joe at 647-294-2796.

WE PAY CASH for Scrap 
Vehicles - any size. We also 

buy construction and , equip-

ment. Open 7 days a week. 

Call 905-859-0817 (Peter).

WELL SEASONED HARD-
WOOD - 12” or 16” lengths, 

campfire wood as well.  De-

livery is available. 519-994-

6075.

1 – 30 SQ FT PLOT in For-
est Lawn Cemetery, Oran-

geville for burial or cremated 

remains. Lot 175, Section 

St. Timothy, Range1, size 30 

sq ft. Last one in St. Timothy 

section. Presently valued at 

$9000.  Best offer.  robert-

berti21@gmail.com.

ROM MASONRY - Based 
in Nobleton. We do big or 

small jobs. Chimneys, win-

dow sills, walls etc. All work 

guaranteed. Free estimates, 

seniors discount. Call Spen-

cer at 647-542-0559.

The LORD DUFFERIN 
CHAPTER IODE holds their 

meetings at the Lord Dufferin 

Centre on the 4th Tuesday of 

every month. We are looking 

for women who would like to 

help in the Community. Call 

519-941-1865.

IF YOU WANT to keep drink-

ing, that’s your business. IF 
YOU WANT to stop drinking, 

that’s our business. Call Al-
coholics Anonymous Hot 
Line, 1-866-715-0005. www.

aanorthhaltonerin.org. 

DRUG PROBLEM? We’ve 

been there, we can help! 

Please refer to georgianheart-

landna.org for a complete 

list of Narcotics Anonymous 

meetings. Call anytime 519-

215-0761.  

ARE YOU A WOMAN living 

with abuse? For safety, emer-

gency shelter, and counsel-

ling call Family Transition 

Place, (519)941-HELP or 

1-800-265-9178. 

FOR INFORMATION regard-

ing HEART and STROKE, 

call Dori Ebel (519)941-1865 

or 1-800-360-1557. 

IF YOU or a FAMILY MEM-
BER are struggling with gam-

bling, Gamblers Anonymous 

is there to HELP. Call: 1(855) 

222-5542 or visit www.gato-

ronto.ca. 

ALZHEIMER SUPPORT 
GROUPS meet monthly for 

spousal & family support. Call 

(519) 941-1221. 

ORANGEVILLE OVER 
65 – Singles Social Club. 

A place to meet and make 

new friends. We meet every 

Thursday at 5:30 pm. Many 

activities. For information call 

Betty 519-942-3090 or text 

Janet at 519-216-3249.

PLEASE 
RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER!

ROOM FOR RENT CEMETERY PLOT

VEHICLES WANTED

FIREWOOD
SERVICES

SERVICES SERVICES

Ileen Doreen Bray (née Edwards) passed away peacefully at Dufferin Oaks Long Term 
Care in Shelburne, Ontario, on Monday, January 19, 2026. A woman of remarkable 
strength, dedication, and spirit, Ileen lived a full life spanning over a century.

Born on October 15, 1924, Ileen was the cherished daughter of the late Albert and 
Myrtle (Simpson) Edwards. She was also predeceased by her loving husband Harold 
Bray (1927–1994), her brother James Edwards and her infant sister Margaret Edwards.

Ileen had an exemplary career in education serving as an elementary school teacher, 
predominantly with the Peel District School Board, for 41 years. Her career began in the 
era of one-room and multi-room schoolhouses, where her unwavering dedication, love 
and concern for the children left a lasting impact on generations of students—some of 
whom maintained contact with her throughout her long life.

Beyond the classroom, Ileen possessed an extraordinary work ethic. For many years, 
she balanced her professional life with milking cows both before and after each school day. In 
her retirement years, Ileen was an independent businesswoman who owned investment rental 
properties.

In Ileen’s personal life, her distinguishing characteristic was her love of stylish, timeless dress and immaculate 
appearance. 

She had a lifelong love for dancing and enjoyed dressing up for a night on the dance floor. At home she found 
comforting companionship in her beloved cat, Missy.

Ileen will be deeply missed by her treasured cousins: Donna Edwards, Carolyn (Dave) Priest, Connie (Charlie) 
Grant, Gaylia (Bruce) Roffey, Jackie (Bruce) Hart, Don (Fran) Graham, and their families; as well as her dear friend 
and former colleague Noreen Lightheart.

In keeping with Ileen’s wishes, cremation has taken place. A private graveside service will take place in the spring 
in Chatham, Ontario.

Ileen’s family and her friend Noreen wish to express their deepest gratitude to the medical team, staff and caregivers 
at Dufferin Oaks Long Term Care. Their extraordinary compassion, dedicated care, and dignity they afforded Ileen 
during her time with them provided great comfort to her and her loved ones. In lieu of flowers, donations made in 
Ileen’s memory to Dufferin Oaks Long Term Care in Shelburne, Ontario, or to a charity of your choice, would be 
appreciated.

Condolences may be offered to the family at www.dodsandmcnair.com

ILEEN DOREEN BRAY (NÉE EDWARDS)

Carol Dianne Agar 
(Atkinson) passed away 
peacefully on January 21, 
2026, at the age of 78 at 
Headwaters Healthcare 
Centre in Orangeville, 
surrounded by her loved 
ones.

Carol was born on October 
12, 1947, to Harold and Lois 
Atkinson and is survived 
by her brother Robert and 
sister Helen (Dave). She 
will be greatly missed by her beloved 
husband of 54 years, Paul, her children 
Deborah (Steve) and Michael (Dana). 
Beloved grandmother to Cassidy, 
Quinton, and Alexis. Much-loved sister-in-law to 
Linda, Carl (Ruth), Darlene (Jim), and Dianne (Hugh). 
She will be greatly missed by her many extended family 
members, neighbours, and friends.

Carol was a lifelong resident of Grand Valley, working 
in the Royal Bank for over 35 years, volunteering with 
the firefighters’ ladies’ auxiliary, horticulture club, 
figure skating club, and countless other community 
organizations. An active member of Knox Presbyterian 
Church and friend to all she met, Carol was at her 
happiest while contributing to the community and 
helping others.

The family would like to extend our sincere gratitude 
to all the compassionate care that was given to Carol 
during her illness from Groves Memorial Community 
Hospital’s oncology department, Grand River Hospital 
Cancer Centre, Guelph General Hospital, and 
Headwaters Healthcare Centre, not to mention the 
many friends and family that helped her and our family 
along the way.

A Celebration of Carol’s Life will take place at In 
Memoriam Funeral Services Inc. (28 Main Street 
North, Grand Valley ON), on Saturday January 31st, 
2026, from 11:00 am – 2:00 pm.

Words of Remembrance will take place at 12:00 pm.

Online condolences can be made at www.imfunerals.
com

In Memoriam Funeral Services Inc. has been given the 
honour of serving the Agar Family.

CAROL DIANNE AGAR 
(ATKINSON)

OCTOBER 12, 1947 - JANUARY 21, 2026

OBITUARIES - FOREVER IN OURHearts

recycleplease
this paper!

pleasepleasepleaseplease
ADVERTISING 
LOCALLY works!

905.857.6626

CALL ERIN OR 

VICKI FOR MORE 

DETAILS.

Have you had a great experience at a local business
in the Bolton or Caledon area?

Tell us about it! Send your positive feedback to
editor@caledoncitizen.com

and we will be sure to print your story!
By submitting your experience you’re giving us permission to print your name (no email address will be shared)

905.857.6626

519.941.2230

RESIDENTIAL  
SERVICES & REPAIRS

ADVERTISING 
LOCALLY WORKS!

ADVERTISING 
LOCALLY WORKS!

REMEMBER TO 
SHOP LOCAL!

It is with great sadness that 
our brother, Trevor Strike 
of Orangeville, passed away 
suddenly on January 9th at 
62 years old. 

He was a skilled Locksmith 
who took pride in his work 
and was known for his 
reliability, patience and 
willingness to help others. 
He approached his trade 
with care and integrity, 
always doing his best to 
make people feel safe and supported.

Outside of work, Trevor enjoyed 
golfing, finding enjoyment on the 
course with his friends. He was also an animal lover at 
heart, known for his compassion and kindness toward 
animals, especially his many dogs he had over the years.

In his younger years, he attended North Grenville 
District high school and was an avid hockey player, 
enjoyed his cars and motorbikes.

He is survived by his brother Richard Strike (Pam), 
sister Karen Froome, Nieces Christine, Angie, Katie, 
Kayla and Chelsea. He was preceded by his parents, 
Ken and Gwyn Strike and brother-in-law Greg Froome.

He will be remembered by his generosity and the 
quiet ways he showed love. He will be deeply missed 
by his family, friends, and all who had the privilege of 
knowing him. 

TREVOR STRIKE 

It is with great sadness that our brother, Trevor Strike of Orangeville, passed away suddenly on 
January 9th at 62 years old.  

He was a skilled Locksmith who took pride in his work and was known for his reliability, paDence 
and willingness to help others. He approached his trade with care and integrity, always doing his 
best to make people feel safe and supported. 

Outside of work, Trevor enjoyed golfing, finding enjoyment on the course with his friends. He 
was also an animal lover at heart, known for his compassion and kindness toward animals, 
especially his many dogs he had over the years. 

In his younger years, he aGended North Grenville District high school and was an avid hockey 
player, enjoyed his cars and motorbikes. 

He is survived by his brother Richard Strike (Pam), sister Karen Froome, Neices ChrisDne, Angie, 
KaDe, Kayla and Chelsea. He was preceded by his parents, Ken and Gwyn Strike and brother-in-
law Greg Froome. 

He will be remembered by his generosity and the quiet ways he showed love. He will be deeply 
missed by his family, friends, and all who had the privilege of knowing him.  
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BOOK KEEPING

ServiceServiceAT YOUR
SUPPORT 

LOCAL 
SMALL 

BUSINESS

CLEANING SERVICES

Our Services:  OFFICE • MEDICAL • DAYCARE   
                       COMMERCIAL • JANITORIAL

647 333 3760
FREE 
ESTIMATE

Call for a

topmaxcleaning.com

647.646.4700 • info@radiumcleaners.ca • radiumcleaners.ca

Residential & Commercial 
Move-in & Move-out
Post Construction & Renovation

SERVICES
Our

25%
OFF

Discount Offer
Get

GARAGE DOORS

GARAGE DOOR
EXPERTS

GARAGE DOORS

519-942-1956 • 1-800-957-5865 
www.allmontdoors.com

Visit our showroom at 
48 Centennial Road, Unit #20, Orangeville

Every detail guaranteed.

CENTRAL VACUUM

MORTGAGE AGENT

Carol Freeman
Mortgage Broker

FOREST CITY FUNDING Lic # 10671
211 MAIN ST E, SHELBURNE, ON  L9V 3K4 

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

519-925-6700 X102 
CELL: 519-938-6518 

FAX: 519-925-6800
cfreeman@dominionlending.ca

WWW.CAROLFREEMAN.CA

519-925-6700
CELL: 519-938-6518

thefreemanmortgagegroup@gmail.com

www.carolfreeman.ca

VALKO FINANCIAL LTD.  Lic : 13047 211 Main St. E, Shelburne, ON • L9V 3K4
Independently Owned & Operated

F W JOHNSON
Chartered Professional Accountant

EMAIL: pjohnson@pfjohnsoncpa.ca

P F JOHNSON CPA
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION 

FINANCIAL SERVICES

ORGANIZING

Need help organizing your space? 

Need help packing or unpacking?

Closets � Offices � Bedrooms � Basements

Garages � Kitchens � and More!

416-902-3041 • lexie_0798@hotmail.com •        organizedbylexie

HANDYMAN SERVICES

HANDYMAN AVAILABLE

Reliant Property Services Inc.
Mark • 416-738-6270 • relianthandyman.ca

25+ years experience.
NO JOB TOO SMALL.
• Roof/Eavestrough Repairs
• Interior Maintenance  
 & Installations
• Lighting for Home Security
• Electrical Services
• Electrical Vehicle EV Charger

Keeping Seniors 
in their Homes

Licensed Master 
Electrician
ECRA 7005257

reliantpropertyinc@gmail.com

Peter’s 
Handyman Services

• Small Drywall Repairs • Painting
• Eavestrough Cleaning • Grass Cutting
• Fall Yard Cleanup • Power Washing

• Small Renovations
• Garage Door Painting and more! 

Call Peter at 647-922-6872

HANDYMAN SERVICES

PLUMBING

FOR 
SUPPORTING 

A LOCAL 
BUSINESS

Have you had a great experience at a local business
in the Bolton or Caledon area?

Tell us about it! Send your positive feedback to
editor@caledoncitizen.com

and we will be sure to print your story!
By submitting your experience you’re giving us permission to print your name (no email address will be shared)

ADVERTISING 
LOCALLY works!

905.857.6626

CALL ERIN OR VICKI FOR MORE DETAILS.

ADVERTISING 
LOCALLY works!

905.857.6626

CALL ERIN OR 

VICKI FOR MORE 

DETAILS.

Have you had a great experience at a local business
in the Bolton or Caledon area?

Tell us about it! Send your positive feedback to
editor@caledoncitizen.com

and we will be sure to print your story!
By submitting your experience you’re giving us permission to print your name (no email address will be shared)

905.857.6626

519.941.2230

Terry Sullivan, BSc (Agr), CFP

Providing comprehensive � nancial planning and independent 
investment and insurance advice to families and businesses.

Trevor Pugh, BSc (Eng), CFP
Jennifer Roblin, CPA, CGA

888-820-9426 • info@starview� nancial.com
starview� nancial.com

519-941-4813

starview� nancial.com

keybase.com

@starview� nancial

Keybase Financial Group 
is a mutual fund dealer
regulated by the MFDA

FINANCIAL SERVICES

HOME RENOVATIONS

647-290-1779     647-281-9992

Carbone 
Home Renovations

Windows & Doors • Drywall / Drywall Repair
Tile, Vinyl & Laminate Flooring • Basements

Full Bathroom Renovations • Fences & Decks 

When you buy from a small business 
you’re not helping a C.E.O buy a 

3rd holiday home, you are helping a little 
girl get dance lessons, a little boy get his 
team jersey, a mom or dad put food on 

the table, a family pay a mortgage 
or a student pay for college.

Thanks for shopping local!

NEW YEAR TILE & BATH DEALS
Affordable • Reliable • Local

Tile installs & bathroom renos

      416-881-2371
Email Luigi@ddesignsltd.com 

BACKSPLASH PROMO starting @ $499+HST

)

HOME RENOVATIONS
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ServiceServiceAT YOUR
SUPPORT 

LOCAL 
SMALL 

BUSINESS

REMEMBER TO SHOP LOCAL!

To advertise, call Caledon at (905) 857-6626 
or Orangeville at (519) 941-2230

WATER WELLS

TREE SERVICES

TRANSPORTATION

Specialized Transportation Professionals
Flatbeds    Drop Decks    Roll Tight Trailers    Float Service

  Reefer Service      Oversize Load Service

For Your Transportation Needs 
Email: chris@sstransport.ca

519-878-4761

FREE QUOTE

www.godontreecare.com
godontreecare@gmail.com

Tree Removal
Stump Grinding
Tree, shrub, 
and hedge pruning
Full clean up 
and disposal
Fully Insured
Free Wood and 
Free Wood chips 

FREE QUOTE
Tree Removal

Stump Grinding

Tree, shrub,  
and hedge pruning

Full clean up and disposal

Fully insured

Free Wood and Free 
Wood chips

Isa certified Arborist

Offering arborist reports - 
tree permit applications

TREE SERVICES

Tree Removal  •  Trimming  •  Stump Grinding
Land Clearing  •  Storm Damage  •  24 hr Emergency Services

519-938-6996 branchmanagertreecare@gmail.com

BORA  
TREE SERVICE

CLEAN TREE REMOVAL & MORE 
CALL or TEXT: (416) 820-4050

WILL BEAT ANY QUOTE

ROOFING

Roofi ng ProsRoofi ng Pros
* Shingles, Flat, Aluminum * Repair/Replacement

* Licenced & Insured * 20 Years Experience
* Financing Available
905 252-7767

www.TheRoofi ngPros.ca
Serving Caledon, including Bolton, 
Caledon East, Caledon Village,
Palgrave, and surrounding areas.

Have you had a great experience at a local business
in the Bolton or Caledon area?

Tell us about it! Send your positive feedback to
editor@caledoncitizen.com

and we will be sure to print your story!
By submitting your experience you’re giving us permission to print your name (no email address will be shared)

ADVERTISING 
LOCALLY works!

905.857.6626

CALL ERIN OR VICKI FOR MORE DETAILS.

ADVERTISING 
LOCALLY works!

905.857.6626

CALL ERIN OR 

VICKI FOR MORE 

DETAILS.

Have you had a great experience at a local business
in the Bolton or Caledon area?

Tell us about it! Send your positive feedback to
editor@caledoncitizen.com

and we will be sure to print your story!
By submitting your experience you’re giving us permission to print your name (no email address will be shared)

905.857.6626

519.941.2230

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER!

Continued from FRONT

Although they were not willing to allow bat-
talions to accept Black soldiers, their consider-
ation instead was to form a labour battalion, a 
service urgently needed on the Front Lines.

It wasn’t until 1916 that the No. 2 Construc-
tion Battalion was authorized as a labour bat-
talion.

In both 1920 and 1926, the Battalion was 
commemorated at the Provincial Legislature in 
Toronto, but it wasn’t until 1992 that the Gov-
ernment of Canada recognized the story of the 
Battalion as a national historic event.

In 2022, then Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, 
along with the Minister of National Defence 
Anita Anand, issued a National Apology to the 
families and descendants of No. 2 Construction 
Battalion by the Government of Canada.

“Although they were assigned non-com-
bat roles, the work carried out was a success 
of Canada’s wartime efforts. Throughout their 
service, these men endured ongoing challenges 
including inadequate rations, equipment, hous-
ing, and medical care, hardships no one should 
have faced,” said Groves. “When the war end-
ed, they returned home without the recogni-
tion, honour, or support.”

MPP for Dufferin-Caledon Sylvia Jones also 
attended the commemoration, and said when 
reading the history of the battalion, and what 
they were able to achieve under incredibly neg-
ative circumstances, “I am very proud of the 
fact that our community, led by Kevin, have 
moved heaven and earth to make sure that we 

will remember and we acknowledge that sac-
rifice.”

The Kevin who Jones referenced is Retired 
Captain Kevin Junor, who was credited with 
ensuring the story of this Battalion, and those 
who sacrificed so much, continues to be told.

Junor had a career with the Canadian Armed 
Forces (CAF) Reserves that spanned three de-
cades.

He was appointed to the Order of Ontario in 
2024. 

Junor became the first Black Regimental 
Sergeant Major for the Toronto Scottish Regi-
ment and was later commissioned as a Captain 
with The Queen’s Own Rifles of Canada.

He also served as a member of the National 
Apology Advisory Committee for the formal 
apology that was delivered by Trudeau to the 
descendants of the No. 2 Construction Battal-
ion.

When Junor moved to Caledon 21 years ago, 
he says that he never would have thought that 
this day would happen, to see everyone gath-
ered there that day.

“The No. 2 Construction battalion, these 
men, I still don’t understand it, they were told 
that you’re Black, so you can’t fight for Cana-
da. They didn’t go home and just sit there; they 
fought for the right to be able to potentially spill 
their blood on foreign soil,” says Junor.

“When they went over, they weren’t respect-
ed. But, they held their heads up high.”

Junor leads the Remembrance Day ceremo-
ny annually in Caledon, and says now, when he 
can look at the Cenotaph and see this plaque, 

he can be reminded each and every year.
Words fail him, he said.
Another speaker at the plaque unveiling 

was Mary Beth Sutherland, granddaughter of 
the Commanding Officer for No. 2 Construc-
tion Battalion Lieutenant-Colonel Daniel H. 
Sutherland.

She shared that for her grandfather, the No. 
2 Construction Battalion was an important 
chapter in his life, and he respected the men 
he served with, and their will to fight for their 
country.

At one point, to continue serving with the 
battalion, Sutherland had to revert in rank to 
a Major, which he did, and according to Mary 
Beth, “it was less important than staying with 
this Battalion.”

Singing both Amazing Grace and the Ca-
nadian National Anthem at the unveiling were 
Loraine Christie and Tanya Reid, accompanied 
by Elijah Fisher on the keyboard.

After the unveiling, Junor handed out a few 
commemorative coins.

He explained that commemorative coins are 
a military tradition that acknowledges excel-
lence and outstanding work.

When he began this project, Veterans Affairs 
funded these coins to recognize the outstanding 
contributions of individuals, which he was able 
to present that day.

Attendees afterward were encouraged to 
take photos with the new plaque and view the 
informative boards around the room that tell 
the legacy of the No. 2 Construction Battalion.

Caledon commemorates No. 2 Construction 
Battalion with memorial plaques

Continued from Page 11

“Our position that it is entirely appropriate for the 2021 
World Health Organization (WHO) guideline for fine par-
ticulate matter (PM2.5) to be incorporated into the policies, 
as adopted, given the known association with cardiovas-
cular and respiratory diseases and cancers. Thelong-term 
health of Ontarians should be prioritized, thereby reducing 
provincial health care costs,” wrote Groves.

Debra Wilson of the Forks of the Credit Conservation 
Group delegated on the motion on Tuesday night, saying 
that the motion highlights the growing frustration that they 
feel municipalities are having when they’re limited in their 
ability to act in the best interest of their residents.

“Caledon’s strong, clear wording in OPA 1 was about en-
suring the right protections. The Ministry chose to replace 
this with vague language, more aligned with the aggregate 
industry. This sends a message that local expertise and 
residents and municipalities voices can be ignored,” said 
Wilson.

She added there is enough aggregate for growth without 
putting water, farmland, or communities at risk.

Kiernan, who presented the motion, said she sees this as 
achievable.

“It’s going to take some time, some patience, some ad-
vocacy.”

She also urged a letter to be sent to Premier Doug Ford as 
well, saying, “It’s time that we go right to the top.”

“It’s time that we ask Premier Ford to pay attention to 
what’s happening here, to listen to the residents, to look at 
our reasonable policies….” said Kiernan.

“We put forward perhaps some of the most robust pol-
icies out there, very disappointed that there wasn’t more 
pickup on that,” remarked Councillor Mario Russo at the 
meeting, “But that’s not within our control, but within our 
control is to continue the advocacy.”

“And if we’re going to be writing letters, I think we have 
a few more stamps,” he added.

All in all, it was then decided that more letters would be 
sent to the Premier of Ontario, the Minister of Municipal 
Affairs and Housing, the Minister of Natural Resources, 
and area Members of Provincial Parliament.

The motion was approved unanimously.
“We’re pleased with the outcome of last night’s Council 

meeting decision,” said Wilson on Wednesday. 
“Caledon’s progressive aggregate-mining policies re-

flect months of careful work, and real local insight. The 
decision shows that protecting our environment and plan-
ning responsibly as it relates to aggregate-mining, is a pri-
ority for Caledon council. With the support of TAPMO, we 
hope that we can come together with the province to align 
on meeting Ontario’s needs while protecting what matters 
most, and ensuring that our water, farmland and communi-
ties are not put at unnecessary risk.”

Caledon to request
support from TAPMO 

Town of Caledon Staff, Caledon OPP, and Caledon Fire and Emergency Services pose with the plaque.                  PHOTO BY RILEY MURPHY



A18 CALEDON CITIZEN | THURSDAY, JANUARY 29, 2026 

HOURS: MON-FRI 7AM-9PM; SAT & SUN 7AM-8PMTo view our flyer online, go to www.gardenfoodsmarket.com

501 QUEEN STREET SOUTH, BOLTON 905-857-1227

WE’VE LOCKED DOWN PRICES ON EVERYDAY ITEMS.

Longo’s Essentials
Country Churned Butter 
454g pkg

Gray Ridge Large
White Eggs
12 pack

599399
Longo’s 
Essentials Bread
675g pkg

199
Essentials Bread

99 99

Cut from Canada Prime 
Grade Longo's Certifi ed 
Angus Beef Tri-Tip Steak 
or Roast
24.23/kg1099

/LB

Fresh Peaches 
or Nectarines
Product of Chile
4.39/kg

199
/LB

Fresh Radicchio Product of Mexico 
or Fresh Fennel Product of U.S.A.
4.39/kg199

/LB

1099

St. Louis Bar & 
Grill Chicken 
Wings or Boneless 
Bites or Longo's 
Chicken Strips, 
Nuggets or Wings 
650-900g pkg
selected varieties

199

Barilla Pasta 
410g pkg
selected varieties

349

Dempster's Whole 
Grains or Signature 
Bread 600g pkg,
Dempster's Signature 
Hamburger or 
Sausage Buns 
6-8 pack, Dempster's 
Muffi  n Tops 6 pack 
or Takis Rolled 
Tortilla Chips 
198-280g pkg
selected varieties

1399

Tide Liquid 
Laundry Detergent 
52-64 loads or 
Power Pods 25ct
selected varieties

649 Siggi's Skyr Yogurt
650-750g tub
selected varieties

999 Fresh Ontario 
Rainbow Trout Fillet
22.02/kg
VALUE PACK /lb

299 Maple Leaf Natural 
Selections or Bittner's 
Oven Roasted Turkey 
Breast /100G

Fresh Peaches 
or Nectarines
Product of Chile

CANADA'S HIGHEST 
GRADE OF BEEF!

199 Fresh Rapini
Product of U.S.A.
each

1099 San Benedetto Water 
6x1.5L bottles
selected varieties

Oikos or Liberté 
Greek Yogourt
4x100g pkg

399

Maple Leaf Prime 
Raised Without Antibiotics 
Whole Chicken
8.80/kg399

/LB

Fresh Green 
Seedless Grapes
Product of Peru
8.80/kg

399
/LB

899 Longo's Frozen Cooked Pacifi c White 
Shrimp Ring with Cocktail Sauce 
312g pkg

349

Ritter Sport European 
Chocolate Bar
100g pkg
selected varieties

1999

Cascade Platinum 
Action Pacs 
Dishwasher Detergent 
51-67ct
selected varieties

399 Longo's Potato 
Scallion Bread 
453g pkg

1299
Cashmere Bath Tissue 
12=48 or 24=48 rolls or 
Sponge Towels Paper 
Towels 6=12 rolls
selected varieties

399 Fresh Butter Gold or 
Russet Gourmet Potatoes
Product of Canada
5lb bag

499

Longo's Potato Longo's Potato 
Scallion Bread 

Christie Family Size 
Cookies or Crackers
226-482g pkg
selected varieties

Fresh Green 
Seedless Grapes
Product of Peru
8.80/kg

399
/LB

399 Fresh Butter Gold or Fresh Fuji or 
Pink Lady Apples
Product of U.S.A.
4.39/kg199

⁄LB

Fresh Fuji or 

save 
$4/lb

save 
$2/lb

save 
up to 
$10/lb

save 
$5.00

save 
up to 
$8.00

save 
$2.00

save 
$1.50

save 
up to 
$2.80

save 
$1.00

save 
up to 
$7.00

save 
80¢

save 
up to 
$2.50

save 
up to 
$6.00

save 
$5.00

save 
50¢

flyer pricing valid through Thursday JANUARY 29th to wednesday february 4th, 2026.
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SET ON 50 GENTLY ROLLING ACRES
• Bungaloft, 4 (2+2) bdrms & 3 bthrms
• Normerica post-and-beam home
• Open concept w/ soaring ceilings
• Expansive windows with a view
• Main fl oor primary w/ 3 pc. ensuite

• Finished lower level, W/O + 9’ ceilings
• 3 tier pond w/ waterfalls + large deck
• Spectacular views to the east & west 
• 5 stall barn, drive shed & Quonset hut
• 954461 7th Line, Mono $2,549,900 Our Award Winning agents have over 80 years of combined experience at your service! Caledon, Mono, Adjala and surrounding areas.
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THE FIREPLACE STOP 
Expanding to serve you better

519.217.7656

The Experience you deserve,
with a kick you'll love.

carrietambasco.com
RCR Realty, Brokerage
Independently Owned & Operated

Office: 905-857-7653 | Direct: 416-951-4470
Angelabrazeau.remaxwest.com | givingyouthekey@gmail.com

NEW YEAR,

If  your resolution is to 
fi nd your dream home.

New Home?
NEW YEAR,

If  your resolution is to 
fi nd your dream home.

New Home?

WEST REALTY INC.
B R O K E R A G E

Sales Representative

Giving you the Key.

Let’s make it happen

FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS

Christine Murray
Sales Representative

Lauren Murray
Sales Representatives

MurrayGroupRealEstate.ca           
cmurray@royallepage.ca
519.941.5151 or Direct: 519.217.4038www.JohnWalkinshaw.com

519-942-7413 
John@johnwalkinshaw.com

Looking to sell 
or buy a home?

Founded by Andy Leonard in 1987, � e Fireplace 
Stop opened its doors at the northwest corner 
of Highways 9 and 27 in Schomberg in 1990 — 

where it proudly stands today.

Now, nearly four decades later, Andy and his fam-
ily have come full circle, taking over the Fireplace & 
Leisure Centre in Seguin, Ontario, just one kilome-
tre from Parry Sound — the very place where Andy 
grew up.

When the opportunity arose to take over the Seguin 
location, Andy says it felt like the perfect � t, both 
personally and professionally.

“It’s like going home,” he said.

� e Fireplace Stop has long served customers 
throughout Muskoka, Parry Sound, and the sur-
rounding regions. With the addition of the Seguin 
location, the team can now serve the community 
better than ever.

For Andy, returning to his roots not only strengthens 
their local connections but also extends the compa-
ny’s reach and service capacity. While they’ve always 
supported customers in cottage country, the new lo-
cation now gives people a place to visit in person — 
to explore, ask questions, and � nd the perfect � t for 
their “� respace.”

Andy emphasizes that the move isn’t about starting 
over, but about carrying forward the legacy they’ve 
built over nearly 40 years in the hearth industry.

Family is at the heart of � e Fireplace Stop. Andy 
works alongside his three children, and the rest of 
the team feels just as close — with many employees 
having been part of the business for decades.

“We’re all about our customers,” he said.

As a proud Canadian, family-owned and operated 
business, � e Fireplace Stop treats both sta�  and 
customers like lifelong friends — and in many cases, 
they truly are. Andy says he knows nearly everyone 
who walks through the doors.

“We value the communities we serve,” he says. “For 
us, it’s not just about keeping the doors open — it’s 
about understanding our customers’ needs and of-

fering products and services that meet or exceed 
their expectations.”

� e Fireplace Stop is known for its personalized ser-
vice and commitment to customer satisfaction on 
every project. In cottage country, their services are 
now more accessible than ever — even for properties 
that require snowmobile or water access.

Every installation is completed with the best mate-
rials available, backed by almost 40 years of hands-
on experience. Both locations o� er top-brand � re-
places, grills, and outdoor kitchens, while the Seguin 
store also carries proudly Canadian, Beachcomber 
hot tubs.

Despite the distance between their two locations, 
both share the same values, service standards, and 
dedication to excellence.

� e Fireplace Stop continues to evolve — keeping 
pace with industry trends and technological advanc-
es. Andy says the industry changes almost by the 
minute, and that’s what keeps it exciting.

Whether through ongoing factory training, product 
seminars, or major industry events like the HPBEx-
po, � e Fireplace Stop remains committed to staying 
ahead — ensuring customers always have access to 
the newest, most innovative, and most reliable prod-
ucts for their homes and cottages.

At � e Fireplace Stop, innovation meets tradition, 
and their family values fuel every � ame.

Located at � e Fireplace Stop Home Comfort Cen-
tres, 6048 Highway 9, Schomberg, 905-939-8758, 
www.� replacestop.com or Fireplace & Leisure Cen-
tre, 90 Oastler Park Drive, Seguin, 705-746-6800, 
www.fplc.ca.

Written by Riley Murphy and Andrew Leonard 

From Schomberg to Seguin, The Fireplace Stop’s 
story is one of family, fi re, and full-circle moments.

...We’re expanding 
to meet people 
where they are...
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FOCUS ON DECORATING
88 First St. Unit #4A

Orangeville, ON L9W 3J6
519-942-8171

focusondecorating.ca

*With Promo-code REGAL off er valid for 20% OFF manufacturer’s suggested retail price per 3.79L can of up to fi ve (5) 3.79L cans if 
Benjamin Moore® premium, AURA® products. Redeemable only at participating retailer. Limit one per customer. Subject to availability. 

Retailer reserves the right to cancel this off er at any time without notice. Cannot be combined with any other off ers. Off er expires 01/31/2026.

©2025 Benjamin Moore & Co. Limited. Benjamin Moore, Regal, and the triangle “M” symbol are registered trademarks licensed to Benjamin Moore & Co. Limited. 
All other marks are the property of their resspective owner. 10/25

Colour accuracy is ensured only when tinted in quality Benjamin Moore® paints. Colour representations may diff er slightly from actual paint. 2/23

Visit us today and let us make sure you get the best paint and advice 
to get your project done right. Hurry, this exclusive off er ends 02/28/2026.

A painter favourite for over 60 years, Regal® Select Interior 
stands up to everyday wear and tear like never before.

• Durable, washable fi nish • Resistance to stains, spills, scuff s, 
mars and burnishes • Unbeatable flow and levelling with excellent hide 

Available in all 3,500+ Benjamin Moore colours.

20% OFF*

With Promo-code REGAL

The Paint You Love, 
Now Even Better

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED FOR 28 YEARS!

ROSE PERDUE
Lead Sales Representative

416-574-2727

STEPHANIE PERDUE
Sales Representative

647-388-0919

www.roseperdue.com
Not intended to solicit Buyers & Sellers currently under contract with a Broker.

Professionals Inc., Brokerage
Each o�  ce independently owned and operated

Happy New  Year!

WE KN   W YOUR
NEIGHBOURHOOD
WE KN   W YOUR

RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S

Many people will admit that 
home ownership tops their 
lists of long-term goals.

Finding a home that is a� ordable may require 
moving into what many real estate agents bill as a 
“starter home.” But the arrival of a child, and then 

more children therea� er, could make a home that was 
perfectly functional for two or three feel too close for 
comfort. 

Anyone who would like to raise a family in the future 
might want to consider certain factors when choosing 
a residence or designing living spaces. A home that can 
grow with life changes can truly be a forever home. � e 
following strategies can expand space when a family 
grows.

• DECLUTTER: It is important to go through belong-
ings regularly and remove anything that is no longer 
needed. � is can be the � rst step to free up physical 
space in a room or the home in general. Donate any 
items that still have utility. 

• REASSESS YOUR EXISTING STORAGE: Look at dif-
ferent ways to maximize existing storage. Utilizing 
vertical space is one way to do so, so an investment 
in shelves, hooks and storage systems that maximize 
space in an upward direction can get items o�  the � oor. 
Make use of storage under the stairs or in eaves. Lo�  
beds with open space underneath are great for chil-
dren’s rooms because they maximize � oor area.

• THINK ABOUT TOY STORAGE: Children love to play 
with toys, and once kids are in a home, toys will ac-
cumulate quite quickly. Have a plan for keeping toys 
neat and stowed away when not in use. Under-the-bed 
storage, toy armoires (that are secured to the wall) and 
furniture that can double as storage, such as storage ot-
tomans, are ideal.

• REVAMP A CLOSET: Although closet space may be at 
a premium, particularly in older homes, a closet can be 
turned into a nook to hold a desk for a homework sta-
tion or remote o�  ce space. Compact and organized, it’s 
easy to hide away when not in use by closing the door.

• UTILIZE ROOM DIVIDERS: Open � oor plans have been 
the norm for some time. But at some point as a fam-
ily grows, privacy and multi-functional spaces may 
be needed. It can be costly to put up permanent walls, 
but bookcases or pieces of tall furniture can be used 
as room dividers to cordon o�  areas as speci� c spaces, 
like a child’s play area. 

• CONVERT A BASEMENT OR GARAGE: Garages and 
basements have a reputation for being catch-alls for 
storage boxes and holiday decorations. However, such 
rooms have plenty of potential as functional living 
spaces. Invest in transforming a garage or basement 
into a room that can grow with the family. At � rst 
it may be a play area for young kids. A� erwards, it 

can be a gaming or homework hangout. As children 
grow older, spaces can be converted to a family media 
room. Having this extra space can free up room in the 
rest of the house so people can enjoy alone time when 
they need it.

• MAXIMIZE OUTDOOR SPACE: A yard or another out-
door space can add valuable square footage to a home. 
A covered patio or deck can make the outdoor areas 
more usable throughout the year and zones can be cre-
ated for family meals, play and relaxation.

A family home will need more space as the years go on, 
and homeowners should keep that in mind when mak-
ing renovations or choosing a property.

How growing 
families can create 
more space

BUDGET-FRIENDLY 
DINING ROOM 

RENOVATION IDEAS
Dining rooms can get lost in the home renovation shuf-
fl e, as many homeowners tend to focus on renovating 
kitchens and bathrooms instead. Homeowners do not 
have to invest a lot of money in renovations to give their 
dining spaces awe-inspiring makeovers. 

Here’s how to do so on a budget.

• LIGHTEN AND BRIGHTEN: Dining rooms were once 
very formal spaces. Dark woods, large pieces of furni-
ture, over-the-top chandeliers, and other details could 
be found in many homes. But now that houses are be-
ing built with open fl oor plans, dining rooms can blend 
with other spaces, which have moved to lighter-coloured 
walls, fl ooring and furniture. A fresh coat of vibrant paint 
can work wonders and it doesn’t cost much. If you can’t 
remove a fl oor, cover it with a brightly coloured area rug.

• SWITCH THINGS UP WITH SLIPCOVERS: Slipcov-
ers can be changed each season to dramatically alter the 
look of a dining room for little investment. Slipcovers also 
protect chairs and can be easily laundered after spills.

• ADD FLOATING SHELVING: Floating shelves pro-
vide much-needed storage or display space without 
the need to invest in another piece of furniture. Depend-
ing on the shelving, they can work in modern design 
schemes or even farmhouse dining spaces.

• CLEAR OUT THE CLUTTER: It might be time to say 
“so long” to that large curio cabinet and the knickknacks 
within it. Curio and china cabinets used to be de rigueur, 
but plenty of people now prefer more open and airy din-
ing rooms. For those who want to keep the cabinet, try 
decluttering inside to only include the very best display 
pieces and see if the cabinet can be refi nished with paint 
or a lightly coloured stain.

• IMPROVE LIGHTING: Make the chandelier the state-
ment piece of the space. Go for a bold colour or an in-
novative design. Then add accessories throughout the 
space that coordinate with the chandelier.

• ADD BENCH SEATING: Those who need additional 
seating may not have to get entirely new furniture. Swap 
out some chairs for benches, which can fi t a couple 
more guests than chairs.

• CREATE DEPTH WITH COLOUR: HGTV says that 
using various shades of the same colour in a space can 
add depth. Coordinate drapes, walls, seat fabrics, and 
accessories for a cohesive design.

Renovating a dining room doesn’t require a large invest-
ment of time and money. A few simple steps can give 
dining spaces a whole new feel without busting home-
owners’ budgets.
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MARKET UPDATE

PROVIDED BY

6048 Highway 9, Schomberg 
800-843-1732

FIREPLACESTOP.COM

Family Owned Business Established In 1987

Napoleon Heating and Cooling 
Experience comfort without compromise. 

Napoleon heating and cooling systems bring innovation, 
effi  ciency, and peace of mind to every season—keeping your 
home perfectly balanced, from the coldest winter nights to 
the hottest summer days. Breathe easier, live better, and 

enjoy year-round comfort made simple.

WE HAVE FINANCING THAT 
MAKES “CENTS”

Napoleon Heating and Cooling 
Experience comfort without compromise. 

It’s so EASY you can do it YOURSELF. Drop in to see us today and learn more!

H omeownership is o� en characterized as a 
ful� llment of a dream. Indeed, many home-
owners feel their ability to buy a home is a 

re� ection of their discipline and commitment to 
saving money. � at discipline and dedication can 
set homeowners up for long-term � nancial health, 
providing a unique sense of security along the way. 
First-time home buyers may not know what to ex-
pect upon buying a home, and since each home is 
unique, it’s impossible for even long-time home-
owners to say with certainty exactly how things will 
unfold once those new to home ownership get the 
keys to their � rst house. Various expenses might 
be the only common variable when it comes to 
homeownership, and some of those expenses may 
surprise � rst-time buyers. With that in mind, the 
following are some expenses � rst-time buyers can 
expect once their o� ers are accepted.

DOWN PAYMENT
Conventional wisdom long suggested home buyers 
should submit a down payment of at least 20 percent 
of the overall purchase price upon buying a home. 
Buyers who want to follow that advice would need a 
down payment of $80,000 when buying a $400,000 
home. But many home buyers now submit down 
payments considerably less than 20 percent, par-
ticularly in the modern real estate market, which is 
characterized by high prices and low inventory. � e 
lower the down payment, the higher your monthly 
mortgage payment will be, so it’s best to save as 
much as possible toward a down payment.

PRIMARY MORTGAGE INSURANCE (PMI) 
Buyers who cannot come up with a down payment 
of 20 percent or more will have to pay for primary 
mortgage insurance, which is typically a set fee that is 

incorporated into the mortgage payment each month. 
PMI fees are typically waived once the balance on the 
mortgage reaches 79 percent or less of the purchase 
price, though some lenders may waive PMI prior to 
that if the value of the home increases considerably 
before the loan balance reaches the predetermined 
marker.

CLOSING COSTS
� e amount of closing costs varies widely depend-
ing on a host of variables, but Bankrate.com notes 
it’s not uncommon for these costs to come in at 
somewhere between 2 and 5 percent of the loan 
principal. Closing costs must be paid no later than 
when the sale becomes o�  cial and buyers sign on 
the (many) dotted lines. Application and credit 
fees, title fees, underwriting fees, appraisal fees, 
and transfer tax are among the various fees that fall 
under the umbrella of closing costs. 

MOVING
It’s also important that � rst-time home buyers bud-
get for moving costs. Moving costs vary and may 
depend on how much buyers already own and how 
far they’re moving. � e home renovation experts 
at Angi estimate that local moves typically cost 
somewhere between $883 and $2,568, while long-
distance moves may run buyers anywhere from 
$2,700 to $10,000 or more.

� ese costs are some of the upfront fees aspir-
ing homeowners can expect when buying a home. 
Long-term costs, including homeowners’ insurance 
(which is separate from PMI), property taxes, home-
owners’ association fees, and maintenance are some 
additional expenses buyers can plan for as they try to 
determine their home buying budgets.

Expenses 
    to expect 
upon buying
a HOME

RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S
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$675,000 59 KINGSMERE, ALLISTON
Beautiful end unit freehold bungalow town-
house located in the quiet, retirement-style 
community surrounding Kingsmere Pond. 
Enjoy the benefits of low common area 
fees and a peaceful setting.Located mid-
block, across from the 
mailbox and walking 
paths, with two drive-
way parking spots 
and no sidewalks. 
A perfect home 
for comfortable, 
low-maintenance 
living. SCAN FOR MORE INFO

$2,200,000 0 COUNTY ROAD 89, INNISFIL
28.8 Acre Investment or Farming Business 
Opportunity with 4 bedroom house, a large 
operational 3280 sq ft Storage Building 
with loading doors and 2 legal driveway 
entrances from Cty Rd 
89.  Located on one 
of the highest vehicle 
traffic transportation 
routes County Road 
89, 400 corridor, near 
Tanger Outlet mall, 
and future site of the 
Innisfil Casino. SCAN FOR MORE INFO

$3,500,000 3194 COUNTY ROAD 89, INNISFIL
Innisfil is the place to invest. Investment or 
business opportunity. 58.8 Acres, 30 acres tiled 
open land, 28 acre tree lot . Prime specialty 
crop farmland. 1344sq.Ft. Bungalow, 4 bedroom, 
1 bathroom with walkout basement and 
garage. Older wooden drive shed. Ideal for 
starting your own mar-
ket farm. Zoning (asc) 
allows for home base 
business, vertical-farm-
ing, greenhouses, 
accessory buildings or 
dwelling, bunkhouse, 
storage shed to be built. 
House and outbuildings 
being sold as is. SCAN FOR MORE INFO

Each offi ce is independently
owned and operated.

KEN PRATT
Sales Representative

Heritage Group Ltd. BROKERAGE

705.796.6753 
Ken.Pratt@century21.ca

Let me be the fi rst to assist you on all your Real Estate goals

$1,249,999 32 MICHAELIS ST., ALLISTON
In the TreeTops area of New Tecumseth 
rare custom finished by builder 2940 sq ft 
total finished living space two storey home 
with an in-law suite in basement with 
walkout to private patio area 
4+1 bed, 4 bath is a 
must see. TreeTops 
features activity park. 
Elementary school, 
walking paths and 
nearby golfing.

SCAN FOR MORE INFO

SHANNON TURNBULL
PRINCIPAL BROKER - M08002878
shannonexpert@mortgagecentre.com  

Tel: 905-951-0234
Cell: 416-985-0234
Toll Free: 888-951-0234
Fax: 905-857-0234
www.shannonturnbull.com

Turnbull Financial
The Mortgage Centre - Lic. #12569

SHANNON TURNBULL
PRINCIPAL BROKER - M08002878
shannonexpert@mortgagecentre.com  

Tel: 905-951-0234
Cell: 416-985-0234
Toll Free: 888-951-0234
Fax: 905-857-0234
www.shannonturnbull.com

Turnbull Financial
The Mortgage Centre - Lic. #12569

An independent member of the  
Mortgage Centre Network

Tel: 905-951-0234 
Cell: 416-985-0234

Toll Free: 888-951-0234

www.shannonturnbull.com

SHANNON TURNBULL
PRINCIPAL BROKER - M08002878
shannonexpert@mortgagecentre.com

SHANNON TURNBULL
PRINCIPAL BROKER - M08002878
shannonexpert@mortgagecentre.com  

Tel: 905-951-0234
Cell: 416-985-0234
Toll Free: 888-951-0234
Fax: 905-857-0234
www.shannonturnbull.com

Turnbull Financial
The Mortgage Centre - Lic. #12569

TO ADVERTISE CALL
289-221-6559

FOR 
SALE
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The frenzied housing market 
of a few years ago saw a sudden 
and dramatic price increase in 
homes around the region.
WHILE MANY SELLERS took advantage of the oppor-
tunity and placed their homes on the market hoping to 
get a large payoff, others were more cautious or simply 
did not have a reason to sell or move at that time.

Even though selling may have produced a good profi t 
for some homeowners, everyone needs a place to live. 
This resulted in many homeowners moving to places 
with lower housing prices.

In some cases, this meant moving to another province.
The continued upward movement of housing prices 

couldn’t continue on that type of trajectory and the mar-
ket reached a place where things began to level off.

After a cooling period, the market began to see hous-
ing prices drop. This occurred across the province.

The drop in prices wasn’t huge, but it meant that pric-
es were becoming a little more realistic.

Over the past 12 months, the market has been robust 
with a lot of transactions.

However, not everyone has approached the market 
with realistic expectations.

After seeing what their neighbours achieved by sell-
ing their homes just a few years ago, some sellers be-
lieved they could still put a hefty price tag on their home 
and attract buyers.

The shift in the market meant the potential buyers 
would not be placing offers today, which were common 
a few years ago.

This left many sellers frustrated and disappointed.
While some sellers acquiesced and, on the advice of 

their realtor, adjusted their selling price to better refl ect 

the current market, others were reluctant to reduce their 
selling price.

This resulted in offers drying up as educated con-
sumers were well aware of the current market and 
trending prices across the region.

On the other side of the equation, some buyers took 
the downturn in the market to mean they could make a 
low-ball offer on a home and succeed.

This also did not work well for someone trying to buy 
property.

While prices have gone down, the market trend was 
not extreme and did not see prices drop all that much.

Some buyers were making unrealistic offers on prop-
erties thinking that desperate home owners would take 
the offer just to get a sale.

However, homeowners weren’t about to sell their 
property for a price that was well below market value.

Potential buyers had to re-think their offer on a prop-
erty and base that offer on current market trends.

After a year of this type of unreasonable strategy by 
both sellers and buyers, things seemed to have settled 
down and negotiations are back on track so both buyers 
and sellers have a good idea of property values in the 
current market.

This current balance of knowledge has helped many 
people go ahead with a successful real estate transaction.

This is where having a trusted and knowledgeable 
real estate agent will help you make informed decisions, 
whether you are buying or selling a property.

A professional realtor knows the current market 
trends and can advise you on what will be a proper offer 
or selling price based on the home, the neighbourhood, 
and everything that affects property values.

Being an informed consumer will help you achieve 
your real estate goals with minimum stress and a better 
chance of success. 

-Written by Brian Lockhart 

Visit www.odreb.com to fi nd an agent today!

AREAS WE SERVE
Members of the Orangeville & District Real Estate primarily serve, but are not limited to, the following areas: all of Dufferin County which is 
comprised of the rural townships of Amaranth, East Garafraxa, East Luther, Melancthon, Mono, and Mulmur as well as the communities of 
Grand Valley, Orangeville and Shelburne. The members also serve the Township of Adjala, the Town of Caledon and the Township of Erin.

Members of the Orangeville & District Real Estate Board (ODREB) are also members of the Canadian Real Estate Association (CREA), 
the Ontario Real Estate Association (OREA), and the Toronto Real Estate Board (TREB), and, as such, adhere to a high standard of 
professional conduct and a strict Code of Ethics.

The Board fosters understanding and co-operation amongst the members resulting in enhanced professional services to the public.

Dufferin Real Estate Market Update

December 2025 vs. December 2024
The number of active listings in Dufferin (excluding Orangeville) increased by 17.14% in December 2025 
over the same month in 2024. The number of homes sold decreased by 9 homes or 27.27% in December 2025. 
Average sale prices increased by 2.04%.

Year to Date 2025 vs. Year to Date 2024
The number of homes sold in Dufferin (excluding Orangeville), year-to-date decreased from 428 to 356, 
which is a decrease of 16.82%. Average sale prices were down by 2.67%.

Buyers and sellers 
need to be realistic when 
making an offer or selling

FOR
SALE

DIY
(NC) Winter prep is important for 
keeping your home and  family 
safe through the season, but it 
doesn’t have to be complicated. 

With a few DIY upgrades, you can make your home 
safer and more energy-effi cient. Here’s how you 
can get started:

AVOID HEAT LOSS.
Seal drafts around windows, doors and electrical outlets. 
Use caulking, weather stripping or foam gaskets to keep 
warm air in and cold air out. Draft stoppers at the base of 
doors are a quick and affordable fi x. Smart thermostats can 
be a great investment. They learn your schedule and adjust 
temperatures automatically, helping you save energy when 
you're away or asleep.

STAY ON TOP OF HVAC MAINTENANCE. 
Replace your furnace fi lter every three months. A clean fi l-
ter improves airfl ow and helps your furnace run effi ciently. 
While you're at it, check that heating vents aren’t blocked by 
furniture or rugs. It’s important to make sure heating vents 
are clear to keep your heating system from working harder 

than it has to, which can waste energy and increase your 
heating bill.

DON’T LET SNOW AND ICE BUILDUP 
BLOCK YOUR SYSTEM. 
“DIYers can make a big impact on their home’s safety and 
effi ciency--and help save some money on energy,” says 
Craig Fernandes, a residential energy conservation manager 
at Enbridge Gas. “Just don’t forget to keep your meter and 
vents clear while tackling those winter prep projects.” Clear 
snow and ice gently with a broom. Avoid using snow blowers 
or shovels near the meter and never strike it to remove ice.

GET A HEAD START ON SPRING PROJECTS. 
Planning some spring landscaping or putting up a fence 
next season? Use the winter months to prep your to-do list. 
Winter is a great time to plan ahead for outdoor projects like 
landscaping or putting up a fence. Since you’re likely spend-
ing more time indoors, you can use the quieter months to 
research ideas, set a budget and make a to-do list. That way, 
when spring arrives, you’ll be ready to get started without 
delays. When you do get started, it’s important to contact 
Ontario One Call before digging. It’s the law, and helps pre-
vent damage to underground gas lines.

Find more energy-saving and safety tips at enbridgegas.
com/energyeffi ciency.

www.newscanada.com

your way to a safer, 
warmer winter
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cherylrobb.com (905) 857-0651 (416) 805-1316 cherylrobb@
royallepage.ca

RCR Realty, Brokerage.
Independently Owned & Operated.

FEATURE PROPERTY OF THE MONTH!

62 paisley green
Caledon East

Beautiful family home in the highly sought-
after Pathways community! This spacious 4-

bedroom property blends elegance and
everyday functionality-perfect for growing

families or anyone seeking a vibrant,
welcoming neighbourhood. $1,349,000

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

11 hilltop drive, Caledon East
This 2 bedroom home features a walk out basement & large lot complete with pool &

hot tub. Located in a highly sought after enclave, just steps from the brand-new
Caledon East Public School & groceries right across the street. $1,099,000

Mixed-Use Century Home, Institutional
Zoning. Ideal for investors, business owners,
or anyone looking to earn rental income in a

high-demand area. $829,000
Main level for rent $2,650/month

69 King st w
bolton

7 Wallace Ave,
Palgrave

Full of warmth and original character, this
timeless property features vintage wood floors,

high ceilings, and beautiful period details
throughout. 3 bed, 2 bath, large yard and
detached garage with storage. $789,000

YOUR FIRST 
WINTER MADE EASY: 
ENERGY-SAVING TIPS 
FOR HOMEOWNERS

(NC) A new year is a natural time 
to rethink everyday habits, 
including how we use energy 
at home. According to Natural 
Resources Canada, 64 per 
cent of the average home’s 
energy consumption goes 
toward space heating.

While  that’s  expected during Canadian win-
ters, energy use from air conditioning is 
also rising during hotter summers. Mak-

ing a few smart, e�  ciency-focused updates can help 
reduce waste, manage costs and create a more com-
fortable home year-round. 

Here are a few tips for a smarter, more e�  cient home:

TAKE A FRESH LOOK AT YOUR INSULATION. 
Your AC and furnace work hard to adjust the tempera-
ture of the air throughout your home. Don’t let all that 
work—and energy—go to waste. Without proper insu-
lation, the air in your home will equalize to the outside 
temperature just through contact with the walls and 
ceiling. Make sure you have a barrier to prevent this, 
so that your HVAC system only needs to make small 
adjustments to keep the temperature where you want it.

ELIMINATE WASTEFUL AIRFLOW. 
Any draughts or breezes you feel inside are the air 
in your home leaking out, and the outside air leak-
ing in to replace it. Use caulking and other sealants 
around every window and check your exterior walls 
for any potential gaps. Put weatherstripping around 
all your external-facing doors to keep air from � ow-
ing through the doorframe, and consider using it on 
internal doors, too. � is can especially help in multi-
story homes where cold air can sink to basement 
level, and warm air can overheat upstairs rooms.

MAKE SOME SMART UPGRADES. 
Smart home technology has improved to the point 
where your home itself can help you manage your 
energy use. Smart home platforms like Samsung’s 
Smart� ings can help you monitor and manage your 
devices’ energy usage, create customized energy-sav-
ing routines and give you tips to reduce your over-
all consumption. For instance, rather than trying to 
maintain one home temperature though the day, a 
connected thermostat can sense when you wake up or 
arrive back home and adjust the air when it's needed.

All it takes are some simple upgrades focused on ef-
� ciency to regain control of your energy use. Smart 
investment in insulation, weatherstripping and a re-
sponsive home environment will pay dividends in 
savings as well as convenience.

Learn more about how you can save energy at 
samsung.com/ca/smartthings.

www.newscanada.com

(NC) It’s your fi rst winter in your new home. The fur-
nace runs more than you expected, and every time 
you turn the thermostat up “just a bit,” you worry what 
it will do to your bill.

Energy conservation expert Craig Fernandes, from 
Enbridge Gas, shares simple ways to stay comfort-
able and use less energy:

Don’t let your thermostat waste heat while you are 
away. Turning the heat down when you don’t need it is 
one of the easiest ways to save. If you’re out at work 
or away for the weekend, your home doesn’t need to 
be as warm as when you are relaxing on the couch.

A good rule of thumb is to set your thermostat to about 
20°C when you’re home and awake, and around 
17°C when you’re asleep or out for several hours. A 
smart thermostat can do this automatically, by allow-
ing you to set a schedule once and let it run.

Why is a smart thermostat a great investment? For 
many homeowners, smart thermostats are becoming 
the “brain” of the heating system. Unlike basic mod-
els, smart thermostats can:

•  Follow a weekly schedule based on your routine.

•  Automatically turn the heat down when no one 
is home.

•  Use outdoor temperature and real-time conditions 
to adjust your settings.

•  Connect to a mobile app so you can check and 
change the temperature from anywhere.

That means more control, fewer “oops, I left it turned 
up all day” moments, and less natural gas used over 
the winter.

Explore more tips to reduce heating costs at enbridge-
gas.com/Ontario.

www.newscanada.com

NEW YEAR,smarter ways
to save energy at home

RESALE 
HOMES
C O L L E C T I O N S

THE LIFE EXPECTANCY of siding will also depend 
on the siding material. According to Sunshine Con-
tracting, vinyl siding lasts between 20 and 40 years. 
It’s a popular choice because of how long it lasts and 
the minimal upkeep it requires. Wood siding, another 
traditional favourite, is more expensive, but it also 
boasts impressive longevity, according to BobVila.
com. With proper maintenance, which includes clean-

ing and refi nishing, wood siding may last for decades. 
The coating on aluminum siding typically begins to 
fade after about 15 years. Fiber cement siding is af-
fordable, durable and low maintenance, and it may 
actually last as long as the home itself. It needs to 
be repainted occasionally. Sunshine Contracting says 
stone veneer siding will last between 20 and 75 years, 
depending on the stone that is used. 

An assortment of variables will dictate just how long a 
home’s siding will last, including the amount of sun a home 
receives and the location of the home.

Did you know?
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cherylrobb.com (905) 857-0651 (416) 805-1316 cherylrobb@
royallepage.ca

RCR Realty, Brokerage.
Independently Owned & Operated.

FEATURE PROPERTY OF THE MONTH!

62 paisley green
Caledon East

Beautiful family home in the highly sought-
after Pathways community! This spacious 4-

bedroom property blends elegance and
everyday functionality-perfect for growing

families or anyone seeking a vibrant,
welcoming neighbourhood. $1,349,000

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

11 hilltop drive, Caledon East
This 2 bedroom home features a walk out basement & large lot complete with pool &

hot tub. Located in a highly sought after enclave, just steps from the brand-new
Caledon East Public School & groceries right across the street. $1,099,000

Mixed-Use Century Home, Institutional
Zoning. Ideal for investors, business owners,
or anyone looking to earn rental income in a

high-demand area. $829,000
Main level for rent $2,650/month

69 King st w
bolton

7 Wallace Ave,
Palgrave

Full of warmth and original character, this
timeless property features vintage wood floors,

high ceilings, and beautiful period details
throughout. 3 bed, 2 bath, large yard and
detached garage with storage. $789,000

YOUR FIRST 
WINTER MADE EASY: 
ENERGY-SAVING TIPS 
FOR HOMEOWNERS

(NC) A new year is a natural time 
to rethink everyday habits, 
including how we use energy 
at home. According to Natural 
Resources Canada, 64 per 
cent of the average home’s 
energy consumption goes 
toward space heating.

While  that’s  expected during Canadian win-
ters, energy use from air conditioning is 
also rising during hotter summers. Mak-

ing a few smart, e�  ciency-focused updates can help 
reduce waste, manage costs and create a more com-
fortable home year-round. 

Here are a few tips for a smarter, more e�  cient home:

TAKE A FRESH LOOK AT YOUR INSULATION. 
Your AC and furnace work hard to adjust the tempera-
ture of the air throughout your home. Don’t let all that 
work—and energy—go to waste. Without proper insu-
lation, the air in your home will equalize to the outside 
temperature just through contact with the walls and 
ceiling. Make sure you have a barrier to prevent this, 
so that your HVAC system only needs to make small 
adjustments to keep the temperature where you want it.

ELIMINATE WASTEFUL AIRFLOW. 
Any draughts or breezes you feel inside are the air 
in your home leaking out, and the outside air leak-
ing in to replace it. Use caulking and other sealants 
around every window and check your exterior walls 
for any potential gaps. Put weatherstripping around 
all your external-facing doors to keep air from � ow-
ing through the doorframe, and consider using it on 
internal doors, too. � is can especially help in multi-
story homes where cold air can sink to basement 
level, and warm air can overheat upstairs rooms.

MAKE SOME SMART UPGRADES. 
Smart home technology has improved to the point 
where your home itself can help you manage your 
energy use. Smart home platforms like Samsung’s 
Smart� ings can help you monitor and manage your 
devices’ energy usage, create customized energy-sav-
ing routines and give you tips to reduce your over-
all consumption. For instance, rather than trying to 
maintain one home temperature though the day, a 
connected thermostat can sense when you wake up or 
arrive back home and adjust the air when it's needed.

All it takes are some simple upgrades focused on ef-
� ciency to regain control of your energy use. Smart 
investment in insulation, weatherstripping and a re-
sponsive home environment will pay dividends in 
savings as well as convenience.

Learn more about how you can save energy at 
samsung.com/ca/smartthings.

www.newscanada.com
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Energy conservation expert Craig Fernandes, from 
Enbridge Gas, shares simple ways to stay comfort-
able and use less energy:

Don’t let your thermostat waste heat while you are 
away. Turning the heat down when you don’t need it is 
one of the easiest ways to save. If you’re out at work 
or away for the weekend, your home doesn’t need to 
be as warm as when you are relaxing on the couch.

A good rule of thumb is to set your thermostat to about 
20°C when you’re home and awake, and around 
17°C when you’re asleep or out for several hours. A 
smart thermostat can do this automatically, by allow-
ing you to set a schedule once and let it run.

Why is a smart thermostat a great investment? For 
many homeowners, smart thermostats are becoming 
the “brain” of the heating system. Unlike basic mod-
els, smart thermostats can:

•  Follow a weekly schedule based on your routine.

•  Automatically turn the heat down when no one 
is home.

•  Use outdoor temperature and real-time conditions 
to adjust your settings.

•  Connect to a mobile app so you can check and 
change the temperature from anywhere.

That means more control, fewer “oops, I left it turned 
up all day” moments, and less natural gas used over 
the winter.

Explore more tips to reduce heating costs at enbridge-
gas.com/Ontario.
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on the siding material. According to Sunshine Con-
tracting, vinyl siding lasts between 20 and 40 years. 
It’s a popular choice because of how long it lasts and 
the minimal upkeep it requires. Wood siding, another 
traditional favourite, is more expensive, but it also 
boasts impressive longevity, according to BobVila.
com. With proper maintenance, which includes clean-

ing and refi nishing, wood siding may last for decades. 
The coating on aluminum siding typically begins to 
fade after about 15 years. Fiber cement siding is af-
fordable, durable and low maintenance, and it may 
actually last as long as the home itself. It needs to 
be repainted occasionally. Sunshine Contracting says 
stone veneer siding will last between 20 and 75 years, 
depending on the stone that is used. 

An assortment of variables will dictate just how long a 
home’s siding will last, including the amount of sun a home 
receives and the location of the home.

Did you know?
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Our Award Winning agents have over 80 years of combined experience at your service! Caledon, Mono, Adjala and surrounding areas.

Sean Anderson
Broker of Record

Chris P. Richie
Broker

Dale Poremba
Sales Representative 

Jennifer Unger
Sales Representative 

David Waters
Sales Representative

Karen Caulfi eld
Sales Representative Carmela Gagliese-Scoles

Sales Representative 

905-584-0234
519-942-0234

1-888-667-8299
www.remaxinthehills.com

MODERN & UNIQUE HOME IN GREAT LOCATION
• Modern elegance meets natural serenity on 4.09 acres
• Large 2 storey home with 5+1 bdrms & 5 bthrms
• Ultra modern kitchen with pantry & large island
• Granite counter tops, 2 dishwashers, double ovens
• Living room w/ vaulted ceiling, skylight & fi replace

• Amazing primary bdrm with his/her 8 pc ensuite
• Finished lower level w/ kitchen, bdrm & 2 baths
• 4 car garage, 2nd driveway & landscaping
• Private outdoor deck, patio and screened porch
• 21 Bartley Dr., Caledon $2,499,000

SET ON 50 GENTLY ROLLING ACRES
• Bungaloft, 4 (2+2) bedrooms & 3 bathrooms
• Custom Normerica post-and-beam home 
• Open concept with soaring ceilings
• Expansive windows with a view
• Main fl oor primary with 3 piece ensuite

• Finished lower level, walk-out + 9’ ceilings
• 3 tier pond with waterfalls + large deck
• Spectacular views to the east & west 
• 5 stall barn, drive shed & Quonset hut
• 954461 7th Line, Mono $2,549,900

FABULOUS 3+1 BEDROOM HOME IN FAMILY NEIGHBOURHOOD
•  Lower level with bath, bdrm & kitchen
• Open kitchen/dining/living on main fl oor
• Kitchen w/ quartz counters & induct. stove
• Sun fi lled solarium with access to the pool
• Main fl oor laundry with entryway to garage

• Primary has 4 pc ensuite & walk in closet
• Privacy with no neighbours in the backyard
• Extensive perennial gardens w/ new deck
• 2 car garage, driveway fi ts 4 cars, steel roof
• 609 Simon St., Shelburne $899,999

BUILD YOUR CUSTOM HOME ON NEARLY 2 ACRES
•  Vacant treed lot with mix of spruce & pine trees
•  Exceptional privacy & natural beauty
•  North of County Road 109, 10 mins. to Orangeville
•   Nearby walking, hiking or biking trails
•   Fiber optic internet located at roadside

•   School bussing is available for local families
•   Get away from the hustle & bustle of the city
•   Don’t miss this opportunity to create your 

dream home on a treed lot on nearly 2 acres
• 333130 7th Line, Amaranth $475,000

At The Chris Richie Group, community is at the heart of everything we do. 
That’s why we’re proud to be a sponsor and participate in the annual Coldest Night of the Year 

walk - an inspiring charity event that brings people together to support those facing hunger, 
homelessness, and hardship in our community.

On February 28, 2026, participants will step out into the cold night to raise funds and awareness for people in need.
While the temperatures may be low, the impact is powerful and every step taken helps bring warmth, 

hope, and support to those who need it most.

We invite you to join us! Bring your family, friends, and colleagues as we turn a cold night in 
February into a meaningful evening fi lled with compassion, connection, and purpose.

Together, we can make a real diff erence while showing what it means to stand as a community. 
If you wish to participate reach out to info@cnoy.org or visit https://en.cnoy.org/home. 

If you are not able to participate, you can support the cause by sponsoring one of our Richie Group walkers!!! 

Let’s walk together, light up the night, and help spread warmth where it matters most.  

With gratitude,
The Chris Richie Group

Join Us in Lighting Up the Night 
February 28, 2026
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