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Photographer exhibits Zen-inspired work currently at Alton Mill

	By Brian Lockhart

At first glance, the photographs currently on display in the Headwaters Art Gallery at the Alton Mill Arts Centre, are representative

of a distinct feeling of distance.

The viewer may see isolation in the mystical black and white prints that adorn the walls of the Gallery.

When you put them all together, you can follow the vision created by award winning photographer Peter Dusek in this exhibit.

?The eyes and the soul are assaulted by a myriad of things, causing us to lose our focus, become scattered, and even blinded to the

simple beauty hidden around us,? according Dusek's biography and explanation of his current work.

A relative newcomer to the world of photography, Dusek is by vocation a computer consultant and programmer.

?As a hobby, I started with photography eight or nine years ago,? Dusek explained of his journey in the craft. ?It was only three

years ago that I became serious about it.?

One wouldn't usually associate computers and photography, but with the medium now almost entire digitally driven, Dusek said the

learning curve was very easy for him.

?In modern times, cameras are all digital, so all my skills on the technical side I have been able to transfer. Anything to do with

computers has always been easy for me. I don't know where the arts side of it comes from. I used to be heavily into music in high

school and university. I played the saxophone and the organ, so maybe some of it comes from there.?

He is inspired by the rural and scenic area surrounding his Hockley Valley home and has spent considerable time touring the area on

his motorcycle.

The images in the exhibit were all created within a short drive of his home.

?I take a lot of my inspiration from Japanese Zen art,? he said. ?That's were I get the minimalist motif. People often tell me that

they've been to the same place (where the photographs were made) but they just didn't notice what I noticed.?

During an exhibition in Toronto, his work was noticed by high end retailer Saks Fifth Avenue.

The company bought the entire exhibit and ordered double prints to display in their Toronto area stores to represent Canadian art.

The show at the Headwaters Arts Gallery is titled, Tranquility, and will be on exhibit through to Nov. 13.
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