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Our Readers Write

	

Use your powerful voice

Overshadowed by the COVID-19 crisis, a project of dubious value is not receiving the attention it should by most Caledon residents,

even though it will have severe financial, environmental, and social consequences decades after the pandemic has passed into

history. 

Plans for the ill-advised and unneeded GTA West Corridor (or Highway 413), a 400-style 50-kilometre-highway which would cut

through the heart of Caledon as it extends from Milton to Vaughan, are being fast-tracked by the provincial government.

It intends to ?streamline? or speed up the Environmental Assessment Act process. In place for several decades, the Act is an

important and comprehensive planning framework for carefully examining the long-term ramifications of infrastructure projects.

That process should not be short-changed.

The government is moving full steam ahead, despite the fact that the previous Liberal government placed a moratorium on the

project in 2015 and then killed it in 2018 following a review by a panel of experts who concluded it would have few benefits.

Premier Ford has been receiving a lot of positive media coverage for his handling of the COVID-19 pandemic. (Parents worried

about measures to protect their children returning to school might take issue with that.) Away the glare of the pandemic, is he the

same old Doug Ford who promised in open up the Greenbelt in a closed meeting with developers?

The GTA West highway would be a monstrously expensive 50-kilometre-long highway that would pave over farms, forests,

wetlands, portions of the Greenbelt and have injurious impacts on the small headwater streams which feed the Humber, West

Humber, Etobicoke, and Credit Rivers. Environmental Defence, an environmental advocacy group, estimates the cost at $6 billion.

So who would benefit from Highway 413? Not commuters. The same panel of experts commissioned by the previous Liberal

government concluded it would only save drivers about 30 to 60 seconds per trip. Considering the government's deficit position,

they will probably have to pay a toll charge, just like they do on Highway 407.

It is telling that one of the most vocal advocates of the corridor in his regular Toronto Star column is Building and Land

Development Association (BILD) president David Wilkes.

The impact on Caledon will be felt for generations. The GTA West highway will cut the town in two, facilitating sprawling

warehouse and housing developments. It will be Caledon's version of the Berlin Wall?only a whole lot longer. Unlike the Berlin

Wall, it will never be torn down once built.

Arguments been made is that it will provide a much needed east-west transportation route. Such a corridor already exists in the form

of the under-utilized and close-at-hand Highway 407. There should be some provincial incentives to encourage trucking companies

to use it more.

Similarly, there should there be an increased focus of shipping by railway, especially as the Vaughan Intermodal Terminal is on

Caledon's southeast border.

Investing more in public transit should also take precedence. It is incredible the government is willing to spend millions of

pre-construction dollars on studies and other related corridor expenses when just last year Metrolinx was on the verge of ending GO

Bus service to Bolton using the excuse there wasn't enough ridership. When public transit options are eliminated or severely

curtailed, commuters will, of course, use their cars.
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To those who say the GTA West Corridor is a ?done deal??look at what author and urban affairs activist Jane Jacobs accomplished.

In the 1960s she successfully spearheaded opposition against the proposed Lower Manhattan Expressway which would have

devastated that historic neighbourhood of New York City. After moving to Toronto, she also helped kill the Spadina Expressway by

building a movement of concerned citizens.

Opposition to the highway is emerging in neighbouring Halton Region, as well as in Vaughan and King Township. Now is the time

for Caledon residents who care about fiscal responsibility, the environment, and the loss of farmland to take action. 

So, what can you do?  Send letters of opposition to: Caledon Mayor Allan Thompson mayor@caledon.ca,  Dufferin-Caledon MPP

Sylvia Jones sylvia.jonesco@pc.ola.org, Ontario Premier Ford Doug Ford doug.fordco@pc.ola.org

On this issue the voices of Caledon residents is more powerful than ever. And perhaps never more crucial.

Dan O'Reilly

Wildfield, Caledon

One-sided view

Re Local resident starts online petition against public school board's mandatory mask order (Sept 10): This front page article

presents an incomplete and one-sided view about mask wearing in schools. Yet, it is a ?complex and nuanced issue? according to the

report by SickKids.  

While the SickKids report states that the use of masks is not recommended for elementary school students, only 61% of the authors

of the document agreed with this recommendation. Alternatively, a significant minority (33 %) recommended masks when physical

distancing was not possible.

The article says the SickKids report states that masks have ?an emotional and mental toll on the children.? In fact, the SickKids

report states ??significant barriers exist for children and youth with underlying medical, developmental and mental health conditions.

The article omits that Peel Board policy allows ?reasonable exceptions? to mask wearing such as staff or students with sensory or

breathing difficulties. Also, masks are not required while outdoors or while in a moderate or vigorous activity for health and physical

education classes.

In future, for articles on COVID-19, please take the time to add enough relevant information for a more balanced story. Your

newspaper has an obligation to disseminate accurate information and not give someone the credibility of your front page for a

misguided opinion and petition. 

Steve Hertzberg, 

Caledon

Mask wearing should be mandatory

Re: Local resident starts online petition against public school board's mandatory mask order (Sept 10):

Covid and Individual vs. Group (Community) Rights

This pandemic will become much more deadly if we allow people whose individual rights are offended by mask wearing regulations

to decide the safety of our whole community.  When mask-wearing is mandated, children should NOT be allowed to decide if they
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want to follow regulations, and neither should adults!  Covid-19 is a ?Health and Safety? issue, and as such, some personal

preferences and individual rights and freedoms will have to take a back seat to the collective rights and health of the community.  If

we do not understand this fundamental issue, this Pandemic may be unnecessarily prolonged, with much more human suffering and

avoidable deaths.

Pat Hertzberg, 

Caledon
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