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By Brian Lockhart




Junior C divisional playoffs will wrap up this week with eight teams winning across the province.




Sixteen teams are currently battling it out for the Division titles in the Provincial Junior Hockey League.




In seven of those final series, the two teams that made it to the final were teams that finished first and second in the regular season.




The only division that doesn’t have top finishers playing, is the East Tod Division. In that Division, the third-place Port Hope Panthers are up against the fourth-place Napanee Raiders.




Napanee is leading that series 3-0.




The first-place Frankford Huskies and second-place Amherstview Jets of the Tod Division were eliminated in an underdog-winning semi-final series.




The finals are scheduled to be over on April 8 if the series go the full seven games.




In the Carruthers Division, the Alliston Hornets are leading the Stayner Siskins 3-0 after Alliston won game three 3-2 in overtime on Monday, April 1. That game took place in front of a full house at the New Tecumseth Recreation Centre.




The Hanover Barons are currently ahead 2-1 in their Pollock Division series against the Mount Forest Patriots. The winner of the Pollock Division will face the winner of the North Carruthers Division for the Conference championship.




In the Orr Division, the Clarington Eagles are leading the Georgina Ice 3-0.




In Niagara, the Grimsby Peach Kings are ahead 2-1 over the Dundas Blues. That series is a tough one and is expected to go the full seven games.




The New Hamburg Firebirds are winning 2-1 in their series with the Woodstock Navy Vets in the Doherty Division.




The Yeck Division has the Thamesford Trojans leading that series 3-1, over the Mt. Brydges Bulldogs after a 4-3 win in game four on Monday night.




In the Stobbs Division final, the series is tied with the Lakeshore Canadiens and Essex 73s both winning two games.




That is another series that will likely go the distance.




The Division champions will move on to compete for the Conference championships. The Conference championships will be four best-of-seven series, that will get underway as soon as the Division finals and the league can arrange a suitable schedule.
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By Jim Stewart




The Rites of Spring are all around us in the festivals of rebirth being observed by tens of millions across Canada.




This past weekend, the solemnity of Good Friday dissolved into the celebration of Easter.  The croci, daffodils, and tulips emerge from the cold earth providing the promise of vibrant color against the rainy skies of April.  We experience the good feeling of opened windows, letting the fresh Spring air into our homes.  Gatherings around the Easter table with friends and family rouse the spirit–long subdued by the muck and slush of what seemed like five Novembers in a row for folks in Central Ontario. 




The sports world synchronizes quite nicely with these moments of rebirth as we transition from March to April. 




Paramount among these sporting events is Major League Baseball’s Opening Day.




Local fans reveled in the Blue Jays’ stirring 8-2 win over Tampa Bay in a venue that has not been kind to the SkyDome Nine. For 24 hours, fans’ insecurities about Bo and Vladdy’s as core players, the left-handed power issues, and pitching injuries are laid to rest by the events of Game 1: Bichette’s 2-RBI double and his sterling play at shortstop; Vladdy’s 450-foot bomb to deep centre and his highlight reel catches at first base; Biggio’s home run and Keirmaier’s RBI from the left side of the dish; and Berrios’s six-innings of work exorcise the demons connected to his premature exit from last Fall’s crucial playoff game due to the Jays’ metrics-based over-managing.  




Not only did MLB fans fall in love again with the most charming of North American sports, but running simultaneously with the pastoral pastime is March Madness.




Of particular interest for Canadian basketball fans is the Sweet Sixteen matchup featuring two of our finest homegrown collegiate basketball players in a Good Friday showdown:  Gonzaga Bulldogs’ Point Guard Ryan Nembhard of Aurora versus the Purdue Boilermakers’ Centre and NCAA Player of the Year Zach Edey of Toronto.




It is perfect prime time entertainment after a Friday afternoon of observances.




Edey’s #1-ranked Boilermakers advance to the Elite Eight with an 80-68 victory over Nembhard’s Bulldogs. Edey scores 27 points and collects 14 rebounds while Nembhard fires 14 points and dishes out 7 assists in a showcase of Canadian hardcourt talent. 




Aligning quite nicely with Opening Day and March Madness is the Masters Golf Championship—an event perfectly-constructed for television.  The race for the Green Jacket is always compelling.




CBS commentators present Augusta National as an Edenic place. Even the calls of local song birds are used to cheer on the birdies and eagles made by the best golfers in the world. Amid the pine straw, white sand, azaleas, and rolling emerald green surfaces is Amen Corner.  It’s a prayerful place, indeed. 




In addition to the regenerative feelings created by Opening Day, March Madness, and The Masters is the excitement generated by the final playoff pushes in the NBA and NHL.




While the “tanking” Raptors are more than likely to lose their final fifteen games of their star-crossed season, Canadian basketball fans can take solace in the adventures of twenty-five Canadian-born players currently employed by NBA teams. It’s a star-studded cast of characters including MVP-candidate Gilgous-Alexander, NBA champion Murray, Brooks, Dort, Powell, Alexander-Walker, Joseph, Olynyk, and Barrett—all of whom are committed not only to their professional squads, but to Team Canada this Summer in the Paris Olympics.   




Alas, the regenerative Rites of Spring won’t likely apply to long-suffering Leafs fans whose team this Winter has been up and down like a toilet seat.  Perhaps these loyal folks will be rewarded for their steadfast faith in a team that has excoriated them in shocking and agonizing ways since 1967.  Sadly, there’s much more Good Friday than Easter Sunday in the experiences of Leafs fans since their last trip to the Stanley Cup finals 57 years ago.




A stunning contrast to the agony of the Leafs is the comparative success of the Toronto Rock, a lacrosse juggernaut hurtling toward the playoffs with a stellar 12-3 record.




The six-time champions find themselves perched atop the fifteen-team NLL.  The Rock have assembled a championship-calibre team that is worthy of attention when they appear on TSN.




This squad of superior athletes is by far the most successful professional sports franchise in Toronto over the last quarter-century with titles won in 1999, 2000, 2002, 2003, 2005, and 2011.




Our nation’s official summer sport is played by a terrific team competing just down the QEW in Hamilton and the Rock offers the prospect of playoff success this Spring.




In addition to the hope that springs eternal in the local professional teams, there are the high school teams that are moving full speed into their Spring seasons.




April, May, and June are busy months for our highly-skilled secondary school high athletes who compete in a cornucopia of sports including Baseball, Rugby, Slo-Pitch, Track and Field, Ultimate Frisbee, Lacrosse, Badminton, Flag Football, and Co-Ed Volleyball.  Local residents can enjoy the spirited tournaments and meets running outdoors as our high school student-athletes break out of their winter confines to enjoy the fields, tracks, and pitches in quest of Regional Championships. 




Our local rep teams are also preparing for a season of Elite competition after months of indoor training and will be vying for provincial league championships in baseball, softball, rugby, soccer, lacrosse, and track and field with an eye to USports and NCAA scholarships as post-secondary goals.




Spring has sprung and with it the promise of entertainment for sports fans at so many levels of competition.  Enjoy the sunny skies and the evenings of amazing television sports that will be beaming into living rooms and sports bars across the region for the next few weeks. 




I will be enjoying a Rite of Spring next week when I fly with seven other crazy Canucks to Phoenix to enjoy the warm air of Arizona, the beauty of the cacti, and hospitality at the Rancho Manana, Coyote Lakes, and Palmbrook golf clubs.  My travelogue about this “Adventure in Arizona” (subtitled ‘Cursing Amid the Cacti’) will appear in this newspaper in the coming weeks as a preview to the Central Ontario golf season.




Until then, enjoy the Rites of Spring all around us.
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Club has raised over $2 million for local causes throughout tournament’s history




By ZACHARY ROMAN




Local Journalism Initiative Reporter




An annual charity golf tournament held in Caledon is reaching a major milestone this year.




On May 23, the Rotary Club of Bolton will be hosting its 30th Annual Charity Golf Tournament at Caledon Woods Golf Club.




Bolton Rotary member Karen Fast said it’s amazing to have a tournament run for so many years in the community. She explained this year’s tournament is an exciting one as Caledon Woods Golf Club is a great course that many people may not ever have had a chance to play.




Fast said she has to give credit to many long-time sponsors and players in Bolton Rotary’s annual golf tournament for its success. In addition to returning players and sponsors, Fast said she’s seeing many new names getting excited for the tournament too.




“It will broaden the awareness of Rotary and what we do, I’m happy with that,” she said. 




In the 30 years the tournament has run, over $2 million has been raised by the Rotary Club of Bolton for initiatives like Bethell Hospice, Brampton-Caledon Community Living, Rotary Peace Park, Humberview Robotics, Scouts Canada, Girl Guides of Canada, YMCA/Cedar Glen Camp, TRCA/Bolton Camp, the Caledon Parent Child Centre, and Remembrance Day Services Bolton.




Fast said the 144 spaces available for golfers at this year’s tournament are rapidly filling up. She encouraged anyone interested in playing in the tournament to register soon.




“People are chomping at the bit to get out on those greens,” said Fast.




Anyone interested in registering for this year’s tournament, or sponsoring it, can visit boltonrotarygolf.ca.




Tickets for this year’s tournament are $200 per person and include 18 holes of golf with a cart, a barbeque lunch, on-course food and beverage sampling, a prime rib dinner, and chances at prizes.




On May 23, the fun will begin at 10 a.m. when the putting contest and registration open.




At 11 a.m. there will be a barbeque lunch on the deck before the tournament’s 12:30 p.m. shotgun start. Dinner starts at 5 p.m. where there will be a cash bar and prizes.


[image: Facebook][image: twitter][image: mail]				

															Current & Past Articles » Letters

				Are Canadian children worth the cost? 

				
											April 4, 2024																							   ·   
												0 Comments									

																									

																
by FRANK STRONACH




When the federal government table the budget two weeks from now, one of the items that may end up in the mix is funding for a new national school food program. 




Many Canadian parents would support a program to provide meals to Canadian school kids. 




But if these school programs are simply going to be feeding our children fatty, sugary foods filled with industrial pesticides, fungicides and other chemicals, we’re setting them up for numerous health problems later in life. 




I believe it’s the number one reason why we’re seeing alarmingly high levels of chronic disease in children under the age of 18, including asthma, Type II diabetes and a range of other developmental disabilities. 




That’s why I started a nonprofit organization several years ago with the mission of lobbying governments to provide nutritious organic food to all Canadian children at school and educating young Canadians about the lifelong benefits that come with eating healthy, all-natural foods. 




Study after study has shown that improved nutrition can influence student learning potential and educational outcomes. Learning and diet are inseparably linked. 




The UN’s World Food Programme conducted a large-scale, multinational cost-benefit analysis in conjunction with Boston Consulting Group a number of years ago and found that schools enrolled in school meal programs had better attendance, lower dropout rates, and better test results than schools that did not participate in food programs. 




Most Canadians would agree that the health and welfare of our children is a top priority. The fact is, if children grow up healthy and happy, there is a greater chance they will reach their full potential. And one of the best ways of ensuring that is childhood nutrition. 




The UN’s World Food Programme conducted a large-scale, multinational cost-benefit analysis in conjunction with Boston Consulting Group a number of years ago and found that schools enrolled in school meal programs had better attendance, lower dropout rates, and better test results than schools that did not participate in food programs. 




Providing breakfast and lunch meals consisting of natural organic food will not only improve the mental and physical well-being of our children, it will also boost their intellectual capacity. It’s a win-win scenario. 




Our children’s health plays a critical role in building a sustainable and prosperous future. But if the next generation is sick and unhealthy, our future is on shaky ground. 




Ultimately, the question is not: who’s going to pay for organic meals in our schools? 




The real question is: if we don’t find funding to create an organic meal program, are we prepared to pay the heavy costs that will come in the form of increased health care spending and social assistance? 




Governments invest in a lot of different programs, causes and initiatives. Very few of them are as important as the health and happiness of our children. 




To learn more about how we can improve Canadian health and increase living standards, email me at info@economiccharter.ca.   




Author Bio




Frank Stronach is the founder of Magna International Inc., one of Canada’s largest global companies, and the Stronach Foundation for Economic Rights (www.economiccharter.ca). 
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by SHERALYN ROMAN




With so many things to talk about these days, and this being my last article for at least the next few weeks, I felt the need to speak on several topics rather than confine myself to just one. Pits, dangerous highways, strong mayoral powers, growth in Caledon, housing and a looming environmental disaster are all on my radar and should be on yours as well. Here’s just a little of “this” and a little of “that;” a glimpse if you will, into what sometimes keeps me up at night.




Recently, I attended a meeting about a proposed new housing development. Utilizing infill space in an existing Caledon neighbourhood, developers met with area residents to outline their proposal and to “seek feedback.” One of the first questions asked was whether the proposal would include affordable housing, given that young adults are priced out of the market and seniors have nowhere to downsize to. Their answer? The proposed development would be “attainable.” Apparently, according to the developers “attainable doesn’t necessarily mean achievable by everyone.” Talk about semantics! What does it all mean? Read on.




With more than 35,000 new homes proposed for Caledon; across 12 communities, and seemingly endorsed by Mayor Groves’ use of Strong Mayor powers to ensure they get built, understanding the difference between affordable and attainable housing seems important. Particularly when combined with her frighteningly Ford-like use of this sentence, “We are demonstrating that Caledon is open for business.” What types of homes are we welcoming and will we also build the infrastructure to support them? Single lane roads like Mayfield, west of Highway 10 and one way in/out subdivisions like Valleywood or Southfields certainly won’t cut it. 




Back to the semantics. Affordable homes, according to the Canadian Mortgage and Housing Corporation, cost “30% or less of a household’s before-tax income.” A dictionary would define them as “inexpensive, reasonably priced.” On the other hand, the term “attainable” is increasingly being used as an adjective meaning “achievable.” According to a June 2022 article, housing costs have tripled in the last ten years while the average household income has only increased by one third. Combined with what the article refers to as an “economic growth model” that relies on the “financialization” of the housing market (housing not as a human right but as a financial investment tool – in other words, a commodity) it means housing developments are increasingly built with a focus on investment and property speculation goals rather than home ownership. By default, it also suggests affordable homes are considered a term “for households with very low incomes, which is of little or no interest to for-profit developers.”  What’s coming to Caledon, now that we’re open for business? I don’t like the odds for young adults and families looking for their first new home. 




In other news, the federal government seems to have now made it easier for Mr. Ford’s building of his highway to nowhere. Removing the requirement at the federal level for any type of environmental assessment of the lands on which the 413 is destined, probably means we should prepare to be steam-rolled. I’m sure that at the local level it also means the justification for its existence will be that we need the highway to accommodate all those new homes we’re about to build. 




Still on the topic of new home builds – whether affordable or attainable – at least one type of new home construction is now off the table altogether. It seems that Ford’s on again, off again, love/hate relationship with fourplexes is OFF. While fourplex buildings alone would not solve a housing crisis, they are the kinds of homes we should at least consider as part of a plan that offers alternatives to the suburban sprawl of single homes, townhomes or Caledon castles. Ford seems to have backed away from a previous commitment to consider all options when it comes to housing and remains intent instead on providing opportunities for developers to continue gobbling up any and all available land on which to build single family dwellings. So, it’s a “No” to fourplexes but a bed in a long-term care facility CAN be a home. Make this make sense for me….please.




Finally, I’ll be taking a break from this space for a few weeks. It seems I may have become a statistic, one of the “2 in 5 Canadians diagnosed with cancer each year.” Like many of you I’m sure, I certainly didn’t have cancer on my BINGO card for 2024. I have significant milestone events for both of my kids happening this summer so I have lots to look forward to, but looks like first I’ll have to take care of myself. I’m hoping to be back in this space soon enough (portable laptops being great for opining from a bed or the couch) after a successful surgery and fully restored to my usual cynical self, calling out this, or that, in Caledon and in general.
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by BRIAN LOCKHART




The town Facebook page where I live routinely has complaints about bad drivers on local streets.




There are a few people with a lead foot driving around, but I find, for the most part, people here are courteous drivers. If you’re trying to make a left turn through a line of traffic, someone always stops and lets you through.




A “thank you” wave is usually acknowledged with a return wave.




Everyone thinks they are the best driver on the road. You have probably never heard anyone, ever, admit they are not a very good driver, or that they routinely drive recklessly and dangerously.




Even with only these terrific drivers on the road, sooner or later, everyone makes a mistake.




I drive a lot – I’m always on the road going somewhere.




I’ve had a few experiences were someone made a move that caused me to swerve, or to lay on the horn to avoid being hit.




However, that was the end of it. I figure most of these occurrences are simple driver errors, and that most likely the person who was driving realized their mistake and didn’t feel too good about.




Why make a big deal out of it and get into some kind of road rage incident?




The worst is grown adults who like to flip the finger. Grow up. That gesture should be left to 12-year-old boys in the school yard.




Several years ago, I went to a community meeting about road safety in a small town. Many residents said they were fed up with fast driving on their idyllic country roads, and that it was dangerous for children, people out walking, and for pets. They decided to hold this meeting with the town to see what could be done about it.




I went a little early, and parked down the road from the meeting hall on the route I knew from where most of the residents would be arriving.




There is an intersection and a stop sign. Of all the cars I saw arrive at the meeting, less than half came to a full stop at the stop sign. A “Hollywood stop” on a rural road isn’t that big of a deal, but they were still committing an offence.




I also watched the speed of the cars. More than half of those vehicles came down that road faster than the posted speed limit.




To be fair, it is one of those roads where the limit is probably lower than it should be, but they were still speeding.




My plan was to get up and speak to the group when the time came to receive input from the audience. I was going to casually mention that most of the people there had themselves committed driving offences while driving to a meeting to complain about bad drivers.




However, once the meeting was under way, I looked around the room and saw everyone had genuine intentions. I figured it would be better to stay quiet and let them sort it out themselves.




Situational awareness is a big part of being on a road or street.




Listening to the daily news, it seems bowling for people is a sport in Toronto where it apparently someone gets hit by a car almost every day.




I would bet that a majority of those accidents could have been prevented by the people who were hit, if they were aware of their surroundings.




One of the best lessons I was given when learning to drive was don’t start driving just because the light is green. Just because you have the right of way, doesn’t mean the guy coming the other way is going to stop.




You should always look first, before proceeding.




I see this all the time at intersections. Pedestrians are waiting for the light to change, then start walking when it turns green without looking for on-coming traffic.




They are oblivious to their surroundings.




This happens all the time at the end of my street by parents pushing baby strollers. Yes, they have the right of way, but they don’t look for oncoming traffic.




If most of those people on Toronto streets had bothered to look for oncoming traffic, they probably wouldn’t have been hit.




Yes, you can blame the driver for blowing a red light, but you can avoid the pain, or worse, just by taking a second to be aware of where you are and what is going on around you.


[image: Facebook][image: twitter][image: mail]				

															Current & Past Articles » Letters

				Using the internet is all about balance

				
											April 4, 2024																							   ·   
												0 Comments									

																									

																
by MARK PAVILONS




Famous author J.K. Rowling said the internet has been both a boon and a curse for teenagers.




Ever since we were given access to the internet and well, everything on earth, it has been viewed with trepidation.




Sure, getting stuff online is like taking a drink from a fire hydrant – everything all at once.
It can be overwhelming.




Our internet prowess has been fine-tuned over the years, to the point where many of us, of all ages, are quite proficient at navigating the web.




Kent Conrad once said access to computers and the internet has become a basic need for education in our society.




Well, the Peel District School Board, Toronto District and Catholic Boards, and the Ottawa District Board have all filed lawsuits, claiming platforms like Facebook, Instagram, Snapchat and TikTok are negligent. They’re designed for “compulsive use” and have actually “rewired” the way children think and learn.




This, they claim, is leaving educators holding the bag and cleaning up after this social networking mess.




Being addicted to these outlets, the boards say, negatively impacts students’ learning and mental health. That puts a strain on the boards’ resources, taking away the focus on actual instruction.




Ok, people, while the boards may have valid points on the impacts of social media today, just whose responsibility is it?




Many boards have introduced smart boards and tablets to aid in instruction. Opening the internet to students is like opening Pandora’s Box and the boards would have likely studied the pros and cons before choosing this route.




As well, almost every teenager, even some pre-teens, have smart phones. This is their connection to the world and each other.




You can ban cell phones from classrooms, but once the bell rings, all bets are off. The kids likely dash madly to their lockers to grab their phones and begin the cycle again.




Yes, the internet can contain darkness, but it can also be a source of light. For youngsters, especially during the pandemic, it was their only source of human contact. It was their lifeline.




Sure, it is also a source of maliciousness, and a breeding ground for hatred, racism and sexism. But these things have always been part of our world. And it has been our responsibility to protect ourselves from it and expose it for others to see.




Using social media is our society’s self-imposed Catch-22. We want everything at our fingertips and damn the consequences. It’s typical of our species to create some new marvel without proper instruction into its long-term use.




The internet, according to Eric Schmidt, “is the first thing that humanity has built that humanity doesn’t understand, the largest experiment in anarchy that we have ever had.”




It’s been a little over a decade since the iPhone has set the standard. And boy has it altered almost every aspect of our behaviour.




I was reluctant to join the iPhone club, being well served with a small-screen Nokia, Star Tac and Razr.




My wife and kids jumped on the smart phone band wagon immediately, and urged me to join with my latest gizmo.




Previously, I used my phone in emergencies, connecting with loved ones and for work-related purposes.




I used my iPad for emails and surfing the net. Now, I can do everything, even online banking and renewing my mortgage, from this nifty device. I can take and send photos.




“Be careful what you wish for,” is a sentiment that has plagued mankind since the beginning. But this is no fairy tale, it’s real-world domination!




Jon Stewart observed the internet is “just a world passing around notes in a classroom.” How fitting.




Yes, it can be a huge distraction in the school setting, if not monitored. But if it’s used as intended – as a tool to further instruction and provide access to information – t can do wonders.




When we Boomers were kids, some were brains, others average and some were not “book learners.”




There’s no question that the internet can help those who are not academic aces.




And the social network platforms the boards single out are a cornucopia for opinion, humour and current affairs. If you want to know what young people are talking about, these are the very places to go.




Sure, they tend to be filled with mindless drivel and outrageous images. But if a young person can successfully navigate through the debris and filter out the negativity, it will definitely give them some useful skills.




There’s no turning the clock back on the internet – t’s here to stay. And it continues to evolve.
Most of the online platforms have implemented some sort of code of conduct, to reduce the worst of the worst. The jury is out on its current effectiveness.




But it presents a whole new subject matter for discussion, debate and analysis, at all levels of education. I’m sure there are some very interesting university studies and papers being done on the subject.




I agree that it can be very distracting and I’m guilty of it. When I get home after work and sink into the sofa, I’m often drawn to my phone, playing games, checking Facebook and shopping on eBay. I admit that it has impacted our family’s communication.




But it’s also a source of comfort at times and allows us to get things done efficiently when needed.




Like everything in our lives, it’s all about balance. It’s about pros and cons.




Has the internet made human existence better? In many ways, yes. Is it something to be feared? No. Is it something to take with a grain of salt? Definitely.




Unplugging from time to time may ease our dependency.




But I think we’re well past “breaking free” of the most important technological innovation of all time.




To not teach it to our young is wrong.




What the internet will be is what society makes it. That’s all of us. We can shape our future.
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OUR READERS WRITE




I just want to congratulate you guys at London Publishing for carrying on the publishing of the New Tecumseth Times along with the numerous other newspapers you publish. 




Thanks go out to the present owner of London Publishing, whom purchased Simcoe-York Printing & Publishing Ltd. from me in 2009.




You continue to do a great job in keeping our area up to date on local happenings. Your reporter, Brian Lockhart, does a terrific job in news, sports, and his weekly column. I also enjoy, and totally agree, with all the writings of Frank Stronach. He should be our next Prime Minister.




Great job guys and keep up the good work.  Congratulations to all of you.




Hard to believe it is 50 years since Bruce Haire and I launched this group of newspapers.





John H. Archibald




Alliston
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by BROCK WEIR




Growing up as a kid with comparatively weird and varied interests, I often felt my peers looking at me somewhat sideways.




Shuttling back and forth between my parents’ homes in elementary school, I’d shoulder no shortage of ribbing, both good and bad, for some of the stuff that travelled with me, such as a selection of favourite VHS tapes of movies my peers had never heard, or t-shirts reflecting the same.




My taste when it came to the Valentine’s Day cards we were forced to deliver to all and sundry in our homeroom classes for reasons which are still unclear ran pretty conventional, but my Halloween costumes reflected a bit more variety.




Among my costume hits and flops were an inflatable pumpkin number; a scraggly witch with green face paint, a tribute to Margaret Hamilton, of course; Uncle Fester of Addams Family fame; Count Dracula; a doctor, and Beetlejuice. Aside from the pumpkin and doctor, pop cultural touchstones all – but one “costume” in which I took particular pride was a course-textured blue jacket with evocative gold-coloured buttons.




In this, my Grade 3 year, I decided to dig through the mothballs and don my grandfather’s Royal Canadian Air Force Uniform, one which he proudly wore from the start of the Second World War through to his capture as a Prisoner of War in 1941, and back again after V.E. Day.




It had laid in mothballs all but forgotten until a year or two beforehand when I happened upon it at my grandmother’s house, inspiring all sorts of questions. Some the answers were bits of information I’d already picked up here and there. They were fragments of a full story I’d never be able to flesh out myself due to his death several years before I was born, but having this tangible piece of history in my hand made everything seem more immediate and powerful.




In retrospect, it probably wasn’t the best idea to wear something this fragile to school, especially during recess, and indeed a couple of those gold winged buttons needed to be re-affixed when I got home that day, but the pride I had in wearing it amid a sea of ghouls, ghosts, and goblins was very real.




Age, of course, brings new perspective and this was very much the case as I came to see – as we all do – the realities of war as shared by the people who lived through it, but that pride was still there on Monday as I observed commemorations marking the centennial anniversary of the founding of the Royal Canadian Air Force.




“Today, as we commemorate the 100th anniversary of the Royal Canadian Air Force, I join Canadians to pay tribute to generations of Air Force members who have dedicated their lives to defending our peace, freedom and prosperity,” said the Prime Minister in a statement to start the week. “In times of war and peace, members of the RCAF have shown unwavering courage. The Second World War marked the first significant challenge for the RCAF, with over 200,000 Canadians joining the Air Force to fight against tyranny and fascism. Since then, generation after generation of Canadians have served – from Afghanistan to the Arctic. The RCAF’s contributions to the North American Aerospace Defence Command (NORAD), NATO, the Canadian Space Program, and the United Nations peacekeeping operations demonstrate its enduring commitment to service. Here at home, the RCAF has supported Canadians by delivering disaster relief, including during last year’s devastating wildfire season.




“In February 2023, the RCAF launched the Royal Canadian Air Force Strategy to help build a more agile, integrated, and inclusive air and space force that can face tomorrow’s challenges. By investing in the professional and personal growth of RCAF members, we are giving them the tools they need to achieve excellence at home and abroad. Our people are our number-one priority and are the foundation upon which we build the RCAF. On this centennial occasion, I invite Canadians to learn more about the RCAF’s many achievements and to take part in activities celebrating this milestone anniversary. My heartfelt gratitude goes out to the families who have stood behind RCAF members over the last century, sharing in their sacrifices and triumphs. To all Royal Canadian Air Force personnel, past and present: thank you for your service. Your dedication, courage and selflessness have kept – and continue to keep – our country safe.”




Learning about the RCAF’s achievements is essential, as branches of our Canadian Armed Forces often fly under the radar until they are needed – as is learning about the RCAF’s present and what the future might have in store for it.




But, if you want to look back at achievements that are firmly in the books, there’s no easier time to do it.




It was nearly a decade after I first dusted off the uniform before the internet was in a place where it could help me fill in some of those aforementioned blanks in my grandfather, Bill Parr’s war story.




Enter the Flight Safety Foundation, which proved to be an invaluable resource in fleshing out the stories that were part and parcel of my oral tradition, including his last flight – over Scandinavia before being captured by the Germans and sent to a Prisoner of War camp.
“The aircraft was in the German smoke screen and was being fired at by what seemed to be every single weapon in the immediate vicinity,” they shared. “Reg Williams shouted that Tirpitz had been swung round 90 degrees. The Canadian Pilot, Johnny Roe, calmly told his crew that they would go round again and have another go. Almost immediately there were sounds that indicated the aircraft had been badly hit in several places. Bill Parr, the Tail Gunner, shouted to Johnny the Pilot to try and make it to Sweden. However, Roe must have been aware that his aircraft would not make it that far and ordered the crew to make for the ‘rest’ positions and prepare for a crash landing. At this, Reg Williams immediately jettisoned the mines that they were carrying.
“The aircraft crash-landed in flames near the small farms, Elverum and Sørmo, just east of Lake Movatnet coming to rest in a small wood. The Canadian Pilot, Johnny Roe had escaped from the front of the aircraft, and had met up with Parr on the Starboard side of the aircraft. Both men were relatively unscathed after the crash and they set off together in an eastward direction hoping to reach Sweden. Two brothers, Gudmund and Petter Trætli from Trætlia Farm recall assisting two airmen that night who had badly burnt hands. They helped to bandage the wounds and also gave the airmen food before giving them directions for the Swedish border. It’s most likely that the airmen assisted by the Trætli brothers were the Canadians, Johnny Roe and Bill Parr.”




Pride, indeed.




To him, his crew, his peers, the generations that took wing since and those waiting for their chance to take to our skies, thank you. Here’s to another century!
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Members of the Dufferin Detachment of the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) have identified a deceased individual and deemed their death a homicide.




“On April 1, 2024, officers from the Caledon Detachment responded to a report of a deceased individual in the area of Chinguacousy Road and King Street in the Town of Caledon,” say Police. “A post-mortem examination was conducted on April 2, 2024, which determined the death was the result of a homicide. The deceased has been identified as 65-year-old David Robson, who was reported missing from the Township of Melancthon on March 25, 2024.”




Officers have not located the deceased’s vehicle, which is described as a 2017 black Kia Sportage, Ontario licence plate DAMZ 252.




The OPP does not believe there is a risk to public safety as investigators do not consider this to be a random incident. However, members of the public are reminded to be aware of their surroundings at all times.




The investigation is ongoing by the Dufferin Crime Unit, under the direction of the OPP Criminal Investigation Branch, with the assistance of OPP Forensic Identification Services and in conjunction with the Office of the Chief Coroner and the Ontario Forensic Pathology Service.




Anyone with information regarding this vehicle, or witnessed suspicious activity on Chinguacousy Road between March 30, 2024, to April 1, 2024, is asked to contact the Dufferin OPP at 1-888-310-1122. You can also provide information anonymously by contacting Simcoe Muskoka Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS (8477) or online at www.crimestopperssdm.com. When you contact Crime Stoppers, you stay anonymous, you never have to testify, and you could receive a cash reward of up to $2,000 upon an arrest.




SEATBELT CAMPAIGN




RESULTS




The Caledon Detachment of the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) have concluded the Easter long weekend seatbelt campaign, and the results are now available.




The traffic campaign was conducted from March 29 to April 1, 2024. During that time, officers conducted hundreds of traffic stops and laid a total of 545 charges.




“The Caledon OPP would like to remind motorists to slow down, wear your seatbelt, pay attention, and never drive impaired,” say Police. “Together, we can make the roads a safer place.”




FAIL TO REMAIN




The Caledon Detachment of the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) is investigating a single vehicle fail to remain collision.




“On March 30, 2024, at approximately 5:00 a.m., Caledon OPP responded to a report of a single vehicle collision on Mississauga Road, near Olde Base Line Road, in the Town of Caledon,” say Police. “Officers arrived on scene and found the involved vehicle abandoned. The investigation revealed the occupants of the vehicle fled to a nearby residence.”




Mississauga Road between Olde Base Line Road and The Grange Sideroad was closed for several hours while members the OPP Emergency Response Team (ERT), Tactics and Rescue Unit (TRU) and Canine Unit (K9) assisted with the investigation.




“As a result of the investigation, six individuals were taken into custody without incident or injury. The Caledon OPP considers this an isolated incident with no outstanding threat to public safety.”




The investigation is ongoing. Anyone who may have witnessed the collision or has further information is asked to contact Caledon OPP at (905) 584-2241 or 1-888-310-1122. You can also provide information anonymously by contacting Peel Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS (8477) or online at www.peelcrimestoppers.ca. When you contact Crime Stoppers, you stay anonymous, and you never have to testify.




WEAPONS CHARGES




Officers from the Caledon Detachment of the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) have charged an individual with numerous weapons related offences.




“On March 27, 2024, at approximately 3:30 p.m., Caledon OPP responded to a weapons-related call for service in the area of Dominion Street and Forks of the Credit Road, in the Town of Caledon,” say Police. “Officers received information regarding gunfire heard in the area. Officers attended the location promptly and the suspect was taken into custody without incident or injury.”




As a result of the investigation, Simran Sidhu, 23, of Caledon, was charged with:




Careless use of firearm;




Reckless discharge of firearm.




The accused is scheduled to appear at the Ontario Court of Justice in Orangeville on April 25, 2024, to answer to the charges.




The charges have not been proven.




Nobody was harmed as a result of the call for service, and the Caledon OPP considers this an isolated incident with no outstanding threat to public safety.




IMPAIRED CHARGES





Officers from the Caledon Detachment of the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) have charged a Brampton resident with operation while impaired after they registered over four times the legal limit.




“On March 25, 2024, just before 1:00 p.m., officers conducted a traffic stop while patrolling the area of Mayfield Road and Coleraine Drive, in the Town of Caledon,” say Police. “Officers formed grounds that the driver’s ability to operate a motor vehicle was impaired by alcohol and was subsequently arrested.”




As a result, Angad Singh, 39, of Brampton, was charged with:




Operation while impaired – alcohol;




Operation while impaired – blood alcohol concentration (80 plus);




Driving motor vehicle with open container of liquor.




The driver is scheduled to appear at the Ontario Court of Justice in Orangeville on April 11, 2024, to answer to the charges.




The charges have not been proven.




The driver’s vehicle was impounded for a period of seven days, and their driver’s licence suspended for a period of 90 days.




Additionally, on March 26, 2024, shortly after 12:30 a.m., officers responded to a report of a single motor vehicle collision on Highway 10, near King Street.




“No injuries were reported,” say Police. “During the course of the investigation, officers formed grounds that the driver’s ability to operate a motor vehicle was impaired by alcohol and was subsequently arrested.”




As a result of the investigation, Vishvajeet Saggu, 31, of Brampton, was charged with:




Operation while impaired – alcohol;




Operation while impaired – blood alcohol concentration (80 plus).




The accused is scheduled to appear at the Ontario Court of Justice in Orangeville on April 11, 2024, to answer to the charges.




The charges have not been proven.




Additionally, the driver’s vehicle was impounded for a period of seven days, and their driver’s licence suspended for a period of 90 days.




“The OPP remains committed to keeping our communities safe through enforcement and public education. Drivers who are impaired by drugs or alcohol continue to pose a significant threat on Ontario roads. Whether a driver is impaired by alcohol or drugs, impaired is impaired, and impaired driving is dangerous regardless of the source of impairment. If you suspect that someone is driving while impaired, it is important to call 9-1-1 to report it.”




For more information about the penalties of driving impaired, visit: www.ontario.ca/page/impaired-driving.
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				Families enjoy Easter fun in Alton: “Easter in Alton” event thrown by Sparkle & Sass Handcrafted

			By ZACHARY ROMAN Local Journalism Initiative Reporter It was a happy Easter in Alton last weekend.  On March 29 and 30, local small business Sparkle ... 
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			Soles 4 Souls helps people in developing countries launch and sustain shoe-selling businesses By ZACHARY ROMAN Local Journalism Initiative Reporter Students from a Caledon elementary ... 
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			Policy document has been in the works since 2019 By ZACHARY ROMAN Local Journalism Initiative Reporter Caledon has a new guiding policy document. At a ... 
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