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Office: 905-451-2390
Direct: 416-418-6658

Email: eugenedignum@hotmail.com

View our listings in Resale Homes.
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4 WHEEL 3D WHEEL ALIGNMENT
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behind the Pizza Nova
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CALL TODAY TO BOOK AN APPOINTMENT.
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Call me for a FREE 
home evaluation. 

FREE	 Thursday, November 24, 2022	 Volume 42, Issue 47

Combined Thursday Circulation: 36,816
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Caledon Citizen
Your Community Newspaper

Heated 
Winter Car
Storage
starting from 

$249*
*terms and conditions apply

stor

stor

SELF STORAGE

905-846-7867

HWY 410 &
MAYFIELD

David Kostynyk, DD, BSc.
905-857-4464

30 Martha St., Suite 105

Loose Dentures?
We can help

Emergency Repairs  
while you wait.

To Schedule Your  
Free Consultation 

Please Call

Kostynyk
Denture Centre
DENTURIST | DENTURE CENTRE | SINCE 1995

THE

BROKEN DENTURES?
We can Help!
Emergency Repairs done
in our on site Laboratory.
Please call & lets help get
you smiling again.

David Kostynyk, DD, BSc.
905-857-4464

30 Martha St., Suite 105

BY ZACHARY ROMAN

An upcoming night of food, friends, fun 
and fundraising in Caledon East will support 
the Caledon community year-round.

Caledon Community Services (CCS) is 
hosting its annual Home for the Holidays 
Gala on December 2 at the Royal Ambassa-
dor Event Centre.

It’s the 25th anniversary of the event, 
which started out being held in CCS volun-

teers’ homes — hence the event’s name — 
until it became too big and needed to be held 
at event centres.

Proceeds from the event will support the 
many programs, services and activities that 
CCS offers, such as feeding the hungry, en-
suring seniors’ independence, helping peo-
ple find employment, providing transporta-
tion, and helping children.

Continued on Page 10

CCS to host milestone 25th annual
Home for the Holidays gala

“Lack of local democracy”: Protest 
planned against province’s Bill 23

BY ZACHARY ROMAN

Caledon residents concerned about the dem-
ocratic process and the environment are plan-
ning a protest against the Provincial govern-
ment’s Bill 23, the More Homes Built Faster 
Act.

EcoCaledon organizing 
protest at

MPP Sylvia Jones’ office

EcoCaledon members Betty de Groot, Dan 
O’Reilly and Lucrezia Chiappetta have orga-
nized a protest to be held on November 25 at 
1 p.m. at Dufferin-Caledon MPP Sylvia Jones’ 
office in Orangeville.

People will be gathering around the office 
with signs to raise awareness about their con-
cerns with Bill 23, said O’Reilly, adding all are 
welcome to join. There are many reasons as to 
why O’Reilly and EcoCaledon are concerned 
about Bill 23. 

“First of all, it would kind of devolve region-
al planning down to lower municipalities, and 
some of these lower municipalities just don’t 

have the resources or the planning stuff to deal 
with complicated issues,” said O’Reilly. “It 
would severely restrict the power of conserva-
tion authorities.”

O’Reilly said the draft legislation would 
take the right away from ordinary citizens to 
make an appeal to the Ontario Land Tribunal 
and restrict the amount of affordable housing 
units that a municipality could require a devel-
oper to have.

“It’s not just the environmental issues,” said 
O’Reilly. “It’s a lack of local democracy.”

Continued on Page 17

ABOUT MORE THAN JUST FOOD – Barb Imrie, left, and Maureen Ramsay, right, of Palgrave United Community Kitchen (PUCK) are pictured pre-
senting a local food basket to Fely Ragudo. The basket was a prize for filling out a survey conducted by the organization, which, along with grant 
funding, has allowed the organization to evolve to better serve the community. As such, PUCK in recent years has become about much more than just 
cooking. For more, see Page 3. 									                   	                                  PHOTO BY ZACHARY ROMAN
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PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER!

Trillium United Church,
formerly the 3 church charge of Adjala, 
Hockley & Mono Mills United Churches

is closing its doors permanently on
December 31st, 2022.

November 27th, 2022 will be our special 
closing service at 11am with a come and 
go afternoon of light refreshments, cake 

and many many memories.
Please come out and join us and bring 

your memories and stories to share

BY ZACHARY ROMAN

It’s hard work to maintain a beautiful 
garden.

Inglewood’s Bethell Hospice has one 
of the finest gardens around, and it’s all 
thanks to a dedicated group of volunteers 
and a landscape committee.

The Bethell Hospice property is about 
3.5 acres in size, with gardens surrounding 
the hospice itself. Each of the hospice’s 10 
rooms has a view of, and opens to, the gar-
den space. 

Susanne McRoberts, co-chair of Bethell 
Hospice’s landscape committee, explained 
the gardens are really a part of the rooms.

“They’re part of the accommodation, part 
of the care. It’s therapeutic, it’s not just a 
garden for show,” said McRoberts.

Kat Powell, volunteer program lead at 
Bethell Hospice, added that the gardens 
bring life to the hospice by attracting an-
imals like birds and butterflies. She said 
many residents of the hospice love bird 
watching, and that bird feeders are installed 
to enhance this activity.

McRoberts said often when she opens the 
gate to enter the garden space at Bethell, 
she’ll feel a whoosh of birds as they all fly 
up out of the gardens.

“It’s a buffet for them,” she said. 
A big reason why the Bethell Hospice gar-

dens are wonderful for birds and butterflies 
is the fact that most plants in the gardens 
are native to the area, with a few non-na-
tive plants added that are “bulletproof” and 
look good with the others. McRoberts said 
the gardens are designed so that there’s a 
succession of colour through the seasons so 
there’s always something to look at.

“Using (native plants) and also this con-
cept of naturalistic garden design, which is 
more natural and relaxed… it fits with the 
rural setting here,” said McRoberts. “This 
used to be an apple orchard surrounded by 
farmland, so we didn’t want a fussy (gar-
den).”

Bethell Hospice’s landscape committee 
consists of eight volunteers, and togeth-
er they oversee the design of the gardens. 
Then, there’s a large team of 29 volunteers 
who maintain the gardens.

“Quite a number of us are gardeners, we 

It’s in their nature: How a team of volunteer gardeners 
keeps Bethell Hospice beautiful

have this passion… it’s sort of an obsession 
with us,” said McRoberts. “We drew up a 
detailed plan of what would be planted in 
each section, when it would bloom, how 
tall it would be, [and] how it relates with 
the other plants that are going to be around 
it.”

The plan in question was created in 2018, 
when the landscape committee decided it 
was time to redo the gardens to improve 
soil quality and get rid of weeds that were 
becoming too difficult to manage.

Once the plan was drawn up, the garden 
refresh was done in “blitzes” with week-
ends where many volunteers would come 

all at once to complete parts of the master 
garden plan. Then, in 2020, the pandemic 
hit. Having large groups of people come to 
work on the gardens at once was no longer 
an option.

“We had to completely regroup and re-vi-
sion how we could do it,” said McRoberts. 
“It was a really critical time for the garden 
because we had just put it in… if you leave 
it and let it go, then it’s going to get pop-
ulated with weeds in between those little 
plants that you’ve (just) planted.”

She added it was also a critical time for 
Bethell Hospice residents who were up-
lifted by the garden, as with the pandemic 
came increased restrictions on visitors at 
the hospice. There were also restrictions 
implemented on the age of who could vol-
unteer during the pandemic’s height, as 
higher-risk populations like seniors needed 
to be kept safe.

“We recruited a whole new team of vol-
unteers and managed the situation,” said 
McRoberts. “A whole new 29 volunteers 
who were willing to step in and keep it go-
ing.”

Before the pandemic, there wasn’t a reg-
ular team of landscape volunteers. There 
was just the landscape committee, and 

groups of people that would come in for 
the “blitz” garden work days, such as cor-
porate groups.

Powell and McRoberts said a silver lin-
ing of the pandemic is the fact that a ded-
icated landscape team was created that’s 
still working to this day.

During the pandemic, a schedule was 
created so the new volunteers could come 
in at a time where they wouldn’t have to 
come in close contact with others, and they 
always knew what they had to do because 
of the guidance of the landscape commit-
tee.

McRoberts said for her and many garden 
volunteers, working the Bethell gardens is a 
reciprocal relationship. She said there’s so 
much she gets out of working in the gardens, 
for example the calming and restorative ef-
fects of being in nature.

Powell and McRoberts said they wanted to 
extend their sincerest thanks and appreciation 
to all those involved in keeping Bethell Hos-
pice’s gardens so beautiful.

While the team of garden volunteers is fair-
ly full right now, Powell said there’s many 
opportunities for volunteering at Bethell hos-
pice and those interested can reach out to her 
at kpowell@bethellhospice.org.

PHOTO BY SUSANNE MCROBERTS
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so much worry... so much time... 
so much to do!

• Care at home and in other residential settings 
• Live in/out: 3-24 hours care and 24/7 care
• RN supervised
• Chronic disease care: Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s, 
 Dementia, Diabetes, Cancer Care, etc.
•  Personal care: hygiene, bathing, and dressing
•  Meal planning and preparation
•  Light housekeeping; laundry
•  Escorting to appointments; shopping
• Joyful companionship…and so much more

Contact Brian Porter, Director, for advice 
and care at 416.483.0070(office) and 
905.758.2486(cell).

                                         : Helen Huang                                   
           : 416.880.6889 h.huang@laservices.ca 19 years of the best care for seniors 20

Palgrave United Community Kitchen evolves to serve community

BY ZACHARY ROMAN

You might not expect your local community 
kitchen to also offer yoga classes.

But at the Palgrave United Community Kitch-
en (PUCK), run out of the Palgrave United 
Church, you can expect that and more.

While PUCK is run out of a church, it’s a 
non-religious group and everyone is welcome to 
participate in its activities.

Barb Imrie from the PUCK explained the 
kitchen was first opened in 2009 and celebrat-
ed its 10th anniversary in 2019, not long before 
the COVID-19 pandemic hit and changed the 
world.

“The rules that said we couldn’t cook or be 
indoors made it pretty much stop,” said Imrie. 
“We tried a subscription box — come here, pick 
up the ingredients, pick up the recipes, go home 
and put on your Zoom. That didn’t work be-
cause the best part of the cooking process is not 
only cooking together but eating together.”

Imrie explained that PUCK was at a cross-
roads where it needed to decide how to operate 
moving forward during a challenging time. A 
survey was launched to see what the communi-
ty wanted to see from PUCK, with those enter-
ing getting a chance to win a local food basket. 
PUCK found the community still really wanted 
to be together, and that’s when the idea for an 
outdoor yoga class came to be. 

“We could have done food and had it picked 
up at the door, but there were other organizations 
already doing that,” said Imrie. “So, we said let’s 
look at how we can continue being a communi-
ty.”

Imrie said PUCK is not only about cooking 
but about creating community and caring for 
the environment. The first funding that PUCK 
received during COVID was a New Horizons 
Grant, which is for programs where senior vol-
unteers mentor other seniors. This grant was 
used to start PUCK’s yoga program, with local 
instructor Maureen Martin-Edey.

“We shifted focus in about a month, and we 
had close to 20 new people we had never seen 
before,” said Imrie, adding that the therapeutic 

Yoga, nordic walking 
among free activities

offered by group

value of the program was great for many attend-
ees.

When the New Horizons funding ran out, 
Imrie said the Town of Caledon stepped in to 
help with funding, and, because of that, PUCK’s 
yoga and nordic walking programs can remain 
free to all and keep running indefinitely. The 
Rotary Club of Palgrave is also a supporter of 
PUCK.

Imrie said PUCK is always looking for more 
volunteers, especially as the group looks to get 
back into doing more cooking. PUCK is current-
ly working on its strategic plan for the next ten 
years, and Imrie said that means it’s a great time 
to get involved.

In addition to its other initiatives, PUCK is 
also a small business incubator, offering local 
businesses an affordable certified kitchen to start 
their food-based business in. 

“We’re very economical, we’re not charging 
an arm and a leg,” said Imrie. “For $25 an hour, 
you don’t have to find all the equipment and drag 
it here. You just have to have your ingredients.”

Imrie said since the beginning of the pandem-
ic, five small businesses have started up with the 
help of the kitchen and continue to use it to this 
day.

Those interested in learning more about 
PUCK’s programs or getting involved can visit 
www.palgravekitchen.org or call 905-880-0303.

Caledon residents can attend free 
yoga classes hosted by the Palgrave 
United Community Kitchen.

PHOTO BY ZACHARY ROMAN

CANADA’S
GARAGE™

WE’VE GOT 
THE BRANDS 

YOU CAN 
TRUST

BOLTON 
CANADIAN TIRE

99 McEwan Drive E Bolton

905-857-5424

BOOK YOUR 
APPOINTMENT 

TODAY!

FOR OUR FULL ASSORTMENT VISIT canadiantire.ca

BLACK FRIDAYBLACK FRIDAY
DON’T MISS OUR

SALESALE
FEATURING OUR 

LOWEST PRICES OF THE YEAR!
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Adult Novelties
Exotic Lingerie

158 Kennedy Rd. S.,
Brampton & GTA locations

www.cupidboutique.com

B. Hunter Driver Education Ltd.
MTO-Approved Beginner Driver

Education Course Provider
Classroom location: 

Albion Bolton Community Centre: 150 Queen St. S.
Call 905-857-9122 to enroll

Email:hunter.ed@sympatico.ca

Please join us for one of our upcoming classes:
Weekends: Dec. 3rd, 4th & Dec. 10th, 11th

Weekdays: Jan. 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th
All classes – 9 am – 2:30 pm

Caledon911911911

No one has more self-confidence than the person who does a crossword puzzle with a pen.

The Citizen CROSSWORD
CLUES ACROSS
1.  Single Lens Reflex
 4. People of southern 
Benin
 7. One who is 
learned (abbr.)
10. Neckwear
11. Solid water
12. A way to work 
the soil
13. Inspiring
15. Pick up
16. It wakes you up
19. Parcel
21. Popular dog breed
23. Lets out a sigh
24. Embedded into 
the surface
25. Hard liquors
26. One from 
Scotland
27. Satisfy
30. Used to introduce 
a contrasting 
statement
34. Antidepressant 
drug type (abbr.)

35. Similar
36. Winged horse
41. Soft drink maker
45. One who 
doesn’t live up to 
expectations
46. Nursemaid
47. Inheritor
50. Hot, often dusty 
wind
54. Serves as an 
introduction
55. Earned top billing
56. Mansion
57. A partner to a 
carrot
59. War-horse
60. Midway between 
northeast and east
61. It checks the 
heartbeat
62. Aquatic 
salamander
63. CNN’s founder
64. Being precisely 
suitable and right
65. Strongly alkaline 

solution
CLUES DOWN
 1. Pinochle trick
 2. A system of 
connections
 3. Emblems of 
royalty
 4. Work with a soft 
hand
 5. Plant cultivated 
in Peru
 6. A timid man
 7. Lacking 
intellectual depth
 8. A way to order
 9. Intoxicating
13. Mimic
14. Surfers use it
17. Small Eurasian 
deer
18. Popular Miller 
beer
20. Finds out about
22. Unusual
27. Small European 
viper
28. Indicates before

29. Birth swine
31. 7
32. Useful keyboard 
key
33. Letter of the 
Greek alphabet
37. Edible mollusk
38. Stitched up
39. Utilized
40. __ in tradition
41. A way to get 
through
42. Let off
43. Fashionable 
source of shade
44. In due time
47. Printing speed
48. A major division 
of geological time
49. Nocturnal, cat-
like mammal
51. __ de la __
52. After B
53. Unusual
58. Former money of 
the EU

Puzzle No. 22B510 • Solution on page B1Solution in CLASSIFIEDS

When you buy from a small business 
you’re not helping a C.E.O buy a 

3rd holiday home, you are helping a little 
girl get dance lessons, a little boy get his 
team jersey, a mom or dad put food on 

the table, a family pay a mortgage 
or a student pay for college.

Thanks for shopping local!

We are a boutique corporate law firm 
specializing in commerical real estate 
investments and asset management. 

905.857.4890 info@northviewlaw.com www.northviewlaw.com

49 Queen Street North, Bolton, Ontario  L7E 1C1

DRUG TRAFFICKING CHARGES

The Caledon Detachment of the Ontario 
Provincial Police (OPP) have laid charges in 
relation to a drug trafficking investigation.

“In the fall of 2022, the Caledon Commu-
nity Street Crime Unit (CSCU) entered into 
a drug trafficking investigation in the com-
munity of Bolton,” say Police. “As part of 
the investigative steps, a Controlled Drugs 
and Substance Act (CDSA) warrant was 
authored and granted.  With the assistance 
of City of Kawartha Lakes CSCU, Orillia 
CSCU, Central Region Emergency Response 
Team (ERT), and members from the Cale-
don Detachment, the warrant was executed 
at a residence in Brampton on November 16, 
2022.”

The following items were seized:
•	 A revolver with ammunition
•	 777 grams of suspected cocaine
•	 38 grams of suspected crack cocaine
•	 6 suspected Benzodiazepine pills

•	 Canadian currency
•	 Scales and cell phones
Jamaal Gayle, 33, of Brampton, was sub-

sequently charged with:
•	 Possession of a Schedule I substance 

for the purpose of trafficking - co-
caine - two counts;

•	 Possession of a Schedule IV substance 
for the purpose of trafficking;

•	 Careless storage of firearm, weapon, 
prohibited device or ammunition;

•	 Unauthorized possession of a prohib-
ited or restricted firearm;

•	 Possession of a loaded prohibited or 
restricted firearm;

•	 Possession of a prohibited device or 
ammunition;

•	 Possession of proceeds of property 
obtained by crime under $5000;

•	 Resist peace officer.
The accused was held for a bail hearing.
The charges have not been proven.
If you suspect illegal activity in your 

neighbourhood, call 1-888-310-1122.  You 
can also provide information anonymously 
by contacting Peel Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-TIPS (8477) or online at  www.peel-
crimestoppers.ca. When you contact Crime 
Stoppers you stay anonymous, you never 
have to testify, and you could receive a cash 
reward of up to $2,000 upon an arrest.  

PHARMACY ROBBERIES

Officers from the Caledon OPP have re-
sponded to an armed attempted robbery in 
Bolton and are now requesting the public’s 
assistance in identifying four suspects.

“On November 16, 2022, at approximate-
ly 6:41 p.m., Caledon OPP responded to a 
report of a robbery at a pharmacy on McE-
wan Drive East in the Town of Caledon. The 
investigation revealed that four males en-
tered the establishment and demanded nar-
cotics. They are described as being 15 to 16 
years of age, smelling of marijuana, Black 
or of Latin descent, and wearing black cloth-
ing, masks, and gloves. Part of a pistol was 
displayed from inside a clothing pocket. The 
suspects left without any property and no in-
juries were sustained as a result of this in-
cident.”

The investigation is ongoing with the 
assistance from the OPP Forensic Identi-
fication Unit (FIS).  If you have any infor-
mation in relation to this incident, please 
contact the Caledon Major Crime Unit at 
1-888-310-1122.  You can also provide in-
formation anonymously by contacting Peel 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS (8477) or 
online at www.peelcrimestoppers.ca. When 
you contact Crime Stoppers you stay anon-
ymous, you never have to testify, and you 
could receive a cash reward of up to $2000 
upon an arrest.  

“On November 18, 2022, at approximately 
6:47 p.m., Caledon OPP responded to a report 
of a robbery at a pharmacy in Bolton.  The 
preliminary investigation revealed three 
males entering the establishment and leav-
ing with a large quantity of narcotics and an 
unknown quantity of currency. No weapons 
were observed in the commission of the of-
fence and no injuries were sustained.”

The suspects are described as males, 
Black, and wearing black clothing with 
hoodies. They were all wearing face masks 
and purple gloves.

•	 Suspect 1: 5’ to 5’3” and described as 
looking young;

•	 Suspect 2:  Heavy build and approxi-
mately 6’ tall;

•	 Suspect 3: Cornrow-style hair
The OPP Forensic Identification Unit 

(FIS) as well as members of the Central Re-
gion Canine Unit and Emergency Response 
Team (ERT) were also engaged to assist with 

the investigation. 

IMPAIRED CHARGES
Last weekend, officers from the Caledon 

OPP took four drivers off the road for alco-
hol-related offences.

“On November 20, 2022, at approximate-
ly 2:54 a.m., officers responded to a traffic 
complaint on The Gore Road, approaching 
Old Church Road in the Town of Caledon,” 
say Police. “The vehicle was described as 
being operated in an unsafe manner.  Offi-
cers located and stopped the vehicle. During 
the investigation, officers formed grounds 
that the driver’s abilities were impaired. The 
driver was subsequently arrested for impaired 
operation and transported to the Caledon OPP 
Detachment where breath tests were conducted.”

Navpreet Singh, 20, of Brampton, was charged 
with:

•	 Operation while impaired – alcohol;
•	 Operation while impaired - blood alcohol 

concentration (80 plus);
•	 Disobey stop sign - fail to stop;
•	 Driver fail to surrender licence.
“In the same morning, at approximately 7:58 

a.m., Caledon OPP responded to a report of a 
suspicious person.  The complainant reported a 
vehicle parked in their driveway at a residence 
on Airport Road. Officers attended the residence, 
spoke to the driver, and suspected that the driv-
er’s abilities were impaired. A breath sample into 
an Approved Screening Device (ASD) was re-
quested. As a result of the investigation, the driv-
er was arrested.”

Opeta Okoto, 33, of East York, was charged 
with:

•	 Refusal to comply with demand
“The two vehicles from the two incidents 

were impounded for a period of seven days, 
and the driver’s licences were suspended for 90 
days. The two accused are scheduled to appear 
at the Ontario Court of Justice in Orangeville on 
February 2, 2023, to answer to the charges.”

The charges have not been proven.
“On November 11, 2022, at approximate-

ly 11:17 p.m., officers responded to a traffic 
complaint on Mayfield Road in the Town of 
Caledon.  A motorist contacted the OPP to re-
port concerns regarding the manner in which 
a vehicle was being operated.  Officers located 
the vehicle on The Gore Road and spoke to the 
driver. Grounds were formed that their abilities 
were impaired. The driver was subsequently ar-
rested for impaired operation and transported to 
the Caledon OPP Detachment where breath tests 
were conducted.”

As a result of the investigation, Jaskaran Gar-
cha, 27, of Burlington, was charged with:

•	 Operation while impaired – alcohol
•	 Failure or refusal to comply with de-

mand
•	 Driver fail to properly wear seat belt

Continued on Page 17
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It isn’t always easy to stay up to date on the 
preventive care that helps us all to enjoy our 
best possible health. It has been especially 
difficult during the pandemic.

“We are seeing a huge rise in cases of 
colds, flu, RSV and COVID-19,” says Dr. Michael 
Gagnon, a family physician in Bolton. “It’s easy 
to understand that urgent and immediate 
illnesses may be top of mind. However, it is 
also important to get up to date on preventive 
care, including cancer screening, because we 
are seeing a higher number of more advanced 
cases of breast cancer, for example, which may 
be due to missed mammograms.”

Two breast cancer survivors are passionate 
advocates for getting preventive cancer 
screening with mammograms.

“Mammograms provide the best chance 
at diagnosing breast cancer early,” says 
Charlene, 58, who is currently a 4-year breast 
cancer survivor. “Early diagnosis can reduce 
the amount of surgical treatment and overall 
amount of treatment required. I could go 
on and on with the medical jargon and 
statistics, but let me make it simple for you. 
Mammograms saved my life and allowed me 
to be a mother and wife to my family longer. 
I look forward to my annual mammogram 
because it gives me power and knowledge 
about my health.”

Another survivor, who prefers to remain 
anonymous, shared that her mother had been 
diagnosed with breast cancer at age 32. Given 
her high risk, her family physician referred 
her to the Ontario Breast Screening Program 
(OBSP) and she began breast screening in her 
30s. “I was given the all-clear year after year, 
until 2020. My doctor called after looking at 
OBSP notes following a mammogram. He told 
me that if it was cancer, then the screening 
process was working perfectly and had caught 
a tumour while it was still small. The way he 
framed that news gave me hope in a very 
hard moment. I am thankful to have been and 
to continue to be a part of the OBSP — and 
that the program worked exactly how it was 
designed to work.” 

Anna Sanniti-Gordon’s cancer journey 

began when she noticed a bit of blood after 
going to the bathroom. “I visited my family 
physician and requested a colonoscopy. My 
doctor agreed, but also wanted to do a PAP 
test, which I was overdue for. During the 
examination, he saw some lesions. The biopsy 
results showed I had cervical cancer and I had 
a five-and-a-half-hour operation in May 2019 
which took nearly three months recovery time. 
I was fortunate that I didn’t need chemo or 
radiation because we caught the cancer early. 
I still wonder if I’d stayed up to date on my PAP 
test, if the cancer would have been caught 
even sooner,” says Anna. “Today, I live a very 
healthy lifestyleand I feel great.”

“If you are taking better care of your car than 
your health, it may be time to ponder your 
priorities,” Anna jokes. “Whenever someone 
shares they are not feeling well, I always 
emphasize the importance of listening to their 
body and pursue care immediately. There may 
be a day when you can’t avoid getting care 
and the news may be really bad and there will 
be nothing you can do about it. It’s better to 
address it and give yourself the best chance of 
living a long and happy life.”

The importance of preventive screening has 
become a key focus for Hills of Headwaters 
Collaborative (HOHC) Ontario Health Team. 

“Dr. Gagnon and I are co-chairing a new 
Quality Improvement Program around 
preventive cancer screening for residents of 
Dufferin County and Caledon,” says Lianne 
Barbour, Executive Director of Dufferin Area 
Family Health Team. “It is also a priority for 
Ontario Health as the statistics on missed tests 
is concerning. We are reaching out to residents 
and encouraging eligible Ontarians to get 
their free breast, cervical and colon cancer 
tests. Through our medical practices and our 
patients’ stories, we know testing saves lives.”

To learn where and how you can access 
preventive cancer screening, please visit 
hillsofheadwaterscollaborative.ca.

If you are taking better 
care of your car than your 
health, it may be time to 

ponder your priorities.

BY SAM ODROWSKI

There’s a new leadership role at a local 
organization focused on providing excel-
lent, integrated health and social care to 
people living in Dufferin–Caledon.

The Hills of Headwaters Collaborative 
(HOHC) Ontario Health Team (OHT) re-
cently hired its first Executive Director and 
“easy” is the main word that she wants pa-
tients to associate with accessing services 
through the organization.

Tracy Coffin, who became Executive Di-
rector in September, is familiar with many 
obstacles people might face when going 
through the health care system. One of her 
daughters had significant medical chal-
lenges growing up, receiving 13 surgeries 
through pediatric care, and the other was in 
a serious motor vehicle accident and used 
the health care system for many years after.

Coffin is also the primary caregiver for 
both her parents with dementia.

“I’m not just somebody who works in 
health care, I’m an expert user of the health 
care system,” she explained. “That’s prob-
ably the main thing that drives me in all of 
this, making a system that’s easy for every-
one, including myself, including my loved 
ones.”

Coffin’s experience utilizing health ser-
vices helps her identify potential gaps in 
services and areas that need improvement. 
It also fuels her passion for improving the 
coordination of care and services for pa-
tients and their families in Dufferin–Cale-
don.

Another unique perspective that Coffin 
brings to the HOHC OHT is her experience 
working for the National Health Service 
(NHS) in England for six years.

“I learned a great deal about how the 
health system works in England and knew 
that it was ahead of the health system here 
in Canada, just in the fact that it’s been 
around a bit longer, it’s more established, 
it’s a national system,” she said. “So, what 
I really wanted to do was, when I returned 
to Canada… take those experiences, the 
knowledge that I gained through that, and 
use it here in Ontario.”

Coffin said she’s excited about her new 
role as it’s an opportunity to make progress 
on the health system at a local level and 
better connect people to the services they 
need.

“I’ve worked in healthcare for 15 years 

New Executive director at Hills of Headwaters works to streamline 
health care access

now or I worked in social care for 20 years, 
and I think probably the most rewarding thing 
for me is with those two experiences, I’m 
able to bridge the gap and almost act as a liai-
son between all the partners at the table,” said 
Coffin. “Because often in OHTs, you’ve got 
the health care people, then you’ve got the 
social care people, so bringing them together 

and helping them understand what each other 
does is important. I think the thing I am most 
proud of and happy with is that we’ve already 
started to strengthen those ties.”

She told the Citizen one key area of focus 
for the HOHC OHT is palliative care, provid-
ing quality support to people with complex 
medical issues as well as their families.

Another priority for the organization is 
making sure people are getting the right care 
at the right time.

“The perfect example is somebody who is 
more senior, plus 80-years-old, them being 
in the hospital receiving maintenance care is 
not the best place for them to be. We know 
seniors do much better if they’re in their own 
home, in their own community, and able to 
have services brought to them,” said Coffin.

Improving mental health and addiction 
support is also a priority for the HOHC OHT, 
she noted.

“Mental health is not just about those peo-
ple that show up at the hospital,” Coffin said. 
“It’s about the whole community at large. 
How do we improve the mental health and 
the availability [of services] for people when 
they need them?”

Data shows that many of the people who 
have mental health-related Emergency Room 
(ER) visits have accessed services in the 
community beforehand and the HOHC OHT 
is trying to build upon that to reduce ER vis-
its, Coffin told the Citizen. 

“We want to make sure the right services 
are in place in the community so they never 
have to show up at the hospital,” she said. 

In hospitals across Ontario and many parts 
of the world, there is currently a human re-
source issue and Coffin noted that the HOHC 
OHT is working on strategies to attract and 
retain good health care workers locally.

“Caledon and Dufferin are great places 
to live and work, and we want to make sure 
that we tell people about that and get them to 
come work with us,” she explained. “We’re 
trying to do some work to set ourselves apart 
to create a value proposition.”

Meanwhile, the HOHC OHT is getting in-
put from community members patients and 
caregivers to guide its strategic plan and fo-
cus over the next five years.

“We have a lot of ambitious plans around 
making sure that integrated care is a reality 
so that anyone that needs health care receives 
it in an integrated, joined-up way, so they’re 
not having to run from place to place, we’re 
doing that for them. We’re making that seam-
less and making that easy for them,” said 
Coffin.

Going forward, she told the Citizen 
her work will be focused on maintaining, 
strengthening and growing partnerships in 
health and social care to provide services to 
the community in a more integrated way.

TRACY COFFIN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
HILLS OF HEADWATERS COLLABORATIVE OHT

 CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
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Volunteers 
Needed

We're looking for volunteers to 

support several community rinks 

around town. You will be responsible 

for maintaining the ice surface from 

January until March (weather 

dependent) and communicating with 

a Town-appointed liaison on the 

status of the rink throughout the 

season.

Interested in volunteering? 
Contact recreation@caledon.ca by 
December 1, 2022.

Winter parking restrictions are in effect 
from November 1 until April 30. 

During this time, there is no street parking 
permitted in Caledon when winter 
operations, such as salting or plowing, is 
taking place.

Parking on the street or blocking a sidewalk 
during winter operations can results in a 
$90 ticket, and potentially having your 
vehicle towed at the owner’s expense. 

Visit caledon.ca/winterparking for details

Chance of Snow? 
Street parking is a NO!

Winter Parking 
Restrictions

RecreationCALEDON

�������������

Be sure to attend our 
Recreation Job Fair! 

We’re looking to fill 
positions in: 

• aquatics

• community programs 

• customer service

• facilities

• fitness

For more details visit 
caledon.ca/jobs

Job Fair Dates:

Thursday, December 1
5 – 8 p.m.  
Caledon Centre for 
Recreation and Wellness

Saturday, December 3 
10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
Southfields Community Centre

Looking for a job that’s fun 
and rewarding?

The Town is offering a NEW 

financial grant for low income 

residents aged 65+ and low income 

persons with a disability living in 

Caledon. Eligible residents can apply 

for a one-time payment of $350 

towards snow removal costs during 

the winter months.

For more information visit 

caledon.ca/snowremoval or call 311

Snow Removal 
Financial 

Assistance 
Program

Re
cre
at
ion

CA
LE
D
O
N

10x Pass and Personal Training special

On sale until December 31st

Take advantage of great discounted rates 

this holiday season! For full details, visit 

caledon.ca/membership

Home for the 
Holidays 

Fitness Special
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Caledon Community Services, 
Caledon Fire & Emergency

Services team up for
Season of Hope program
Program was formerly known as

the Santa Fund
BY ZACHARY ROMAN

Caledon residents looking to make a difference in another 
family’s life over the holidays can do so with this year’s 
Season of Hope campaign.

On November 14, the Town of Caledon announced that 
Caledon Community Services (CCS) and the Town’s Fire & 
Emergency Services team are collaborating to continue the 
program previously known as the Santa Fund.

Now called Season of Hope, the program’s goal is to en-
sure that all families in Caledon have food and gifts for the 
holidays.

CCS’ Director of Communications and Marketing, Donna 
Cragg, said Season of Hope is CCS’ annual year-end cam-
paign and that year-end campaigns are the most critical for 
any non-profit organization.

She said the campaign was renamed to Season of Hope 
because what people need most these days is hope, and that 
the name change also makes the campaign more inclusive.

This year, gift cards are being sought instead of toys and 
gifts, so that parents can shop for their items they know their 
kids need and desire. Gift cards of any denomination are wel-
comed, and all cards will be given to parents and caregivers.

“They know their children best,” said Cragg. “It’s very 
well received across the community and by the families 
struggling, it allows them to make their holidays special.”

Cragg said she thinks the transition to gift cards is ex-
cellent for many reasons. One example is when donating 
gifts, people often think about young kids but forget about 
preteens and teens, who can be harder to buy for. With gift 
cards, parents can buy their older children a gift they’ll re-
ally like.

A number of drop off locations have been set up around 
Caledon for residents to bring their gift cards to. Residents 
are asked to bring gift cards to one of the following loca-
tions by December 7: Town Hall, Caledon OPP, or Caledon 
Fire Headquarters in Caledon East; the Bolton fire station; 
Snelgrove fire station; Caledon Village fire station; or the 
Inglewood Fire Station during their Pancake Breakfast With 
Santa on December 4.

For addresses and drop off times, visit the Town of Cale-
don’s website.

Residents can also donate to the Season of Hope initiative 
at ccs4u.org/donate or by donating food items to The Ex-
change at 55 Healey Road in Bolton.

Sarah’s Tree was donated to
community by the Thomas family 

in memory of Sarah Thomas
BY ZACHARY ROMAN

Palgrave residents are invited to gather and celebrate 
the holidays at the community’s annual tree-lighting cer-
emony.

On December 3, the Palgrave Rotary Club will host 
its annual Palgrave and Area Community Tree Lighting 
and Home Decorating Contest Winner Announcement at 
Stationlands Park.

The event runs from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the Park, 
which is located at Highway 50 and Brawton Drive.

The event is going to begin with a welcome and Christ-

mas carols sung by singers from Hit That Note Studio in 
Bolton. At 6:30 p.m. will be Sarah’s Tree Lighting, the 
main event.

Sarah’s Tree was planted and is maintained by Palgrave 
Rotarians, and it will stay lit for the holiday season. The 
tree was donated to the community by the Thomas fam-
ily in memory of Sarah Thomas and all cancer victims 
worldwide. 

At 7 p.m. Santa will make an appearance, and closing 
out the event at 7:25 will be the announcement of the 
winner of Palgrave’s home decorating contest.

The Palgrave Rotary Club’s chuckwagon will be on 
site at the tree lighting, serving a tasty trio of hot items: 
hot chocolate, hot dogs, and hot apple cider. Girl Guides 
will also be at the event with a holiday craft table.

On December 2, Palgrave Rotary members will be 
driving around the community in search of the best lights 
and decorations, and will choose a winner of the home 
decorating contest for the following day’s event. 

Palgrave community to gather for 
annual tree-lighting ceremony

Santa will visit Palgrave’s annual tree lighting event again this year.
CONTRIBUTED PHOTO



CALEDON CITIZEN | NOVEMBER 24, 2022 A7

Your gift this 
season can help 
those in need 
get through the 
cold winter 
months ahead.  
  
Hundreds of our 
Caledon 
neighbours are 
laying awake at 

night, feeling hopeless about providing 
for their families. 
  
Unprecedented inflation, job loss and 
slow post-pandemic recovery make 
groceries and a warm home a luxury 
for many families in our community; 
families like mom Alicia and her three 
children.   
  
Every day, more and more families are 
turning to Caledon Community 
Services (CCS) for help with nutritious 
meals, keeping their homes warm and 
forging a path to health and 
independence. For more than forty 
years, your donation to the Season of 
Hope (formerly the Santa Fund) has 
brought help and hope to those in need. 
We can’t do it without your generosity.  
  
“I have supports that I did not have 
before,” says Alicia. “I am a prime 
example of all the good that CCS 
programs have done and will continue 
to do with help from people like you. 
Thank you very much for all that!” 
  
You have the power right now to make 
a difference in the lives of Caledon 

families and individuals in need. With 
your Season of Hope gift, you will give 
hope through this holiday season and 
through the cold winter months ahead.  
  
Your generosity helps eliminate the 
impossible choice between putting 
food on the table and paying rent. Your 
gift can make the difference between a 
cold, dreary winter and one filled with 
warmth and hope.  
  
We know that everyone is feeling 
inflation, the many rising costs of daily 
necessities, but if you can, please 
consider making a donation - financial, 
gift cards or food, to bring hope to 
those in need. We can’t thank you 
enough for your kindness.  
  
Financial donations are vital to allow 
us to respond to shifting community 
needs. You can donate securely online 
at www.ccs4u.org/donate.  
  
Gift cards of any denomination are 
appreciated. ($25 denominations are 
most popular; cards received by 
December 7th will support holiday 
distribution.)  
 
To inquire about most-needed items, 
please call 905-584-2300 ext. 202. Gift 
cards and food donations can be 
dropped off at the Exchange (55 
Healey Rd, Bolton).  
 
If you or someone you know could use 
a helping hand, we’re here to help. 
Please call 905-584-2300. 

Tell us how you see it.  
Mariia Kupriianova, Chief Development Officer, Caledon Community Services 

at 905-584-2300 ext. 269 or mkupriianova@ccs4u.org 
 

This column is provided free of charge by the Caledon Citizen. 

“Season of Hope arrives in Caledon” 
by Mariia Kupriianova, Chief Development Officer 

A healthy, engaged compassionate community for all 
 

Employment Services ∙ Transportation ∙ Evolve Retail ∙  
Seniors Supportive Housing ∙ Transitional Care ∙ Respite Care ∙  

Care Coordination ∙ Language Training ∙ Volunteerism  ∙  
Food Support  ∙ Youth Services ∙ Season of Hope ∙  The Exchange 

     

How Do You See It? 

BY ZACHARY ROMAN

The Town of Caledon has completed work it said 
will prevent flooding and protect water quality in 
Bolton.

On November 17, the Town announced the reha-
bilitation of the Columbia Way Stormwater Man-
agement Pond (SWMP) was complete.

According to the Town, the pond is designed to 
mimic a natural wetland, and the vegetation in it 
both provides a habitat for animals and increases 
water quality. The pond is designed to hold storm-
water and release it slowly to reduce flooding.

The Town noted that final improvements to the 
pond will be made in early 2023 to meet conser-
vation authority permit requirements. In 2023 and 
2024, the Town will monitor vegetation planted at 
the pond to ensure that it is established and will be 
around for years to come. The Town noted rehabili-
tation of the pond was delayed by an unusually wet 
summer in 2021.

The Columbia Way SWMP is located between 

Taylorwood Avenue and St. Michaels Crescent in 
Bolton. During the pond rehabilitation efforts, the 
trail there from Schaefer Place and St. Michaels 
Crescent was closed. However, it was reopened on 
November 15.

First built in the 1990s, the Columbia Way 
SWMP was installed to provide flood control; 
but, according to the Town much has changed in 
the field of stormwater management since then. A 
2017 Town of Caledon environmental assessment 
and 2019 design exercise highlighted the need to 
improve the Columbia Way SWMP and bring it up 
to modern standards. 

“In part, the objective of this work was to im-
prove the flow of water impacting the stream that 
is currently flooding over a section of trail near 
Kingsview Crescent,” said Town’s backgrounder 
on the project.

Some of the rehabilitation work undertaken by 
the Town included: removal of sediment and grad-
ing within the pond and around its perimeter; re-
paving of the trail from Columbia Way to St. Mi-
chaels Crescent; installation of new habitat features 
within the pond; and the planting of 36 trees, 4,000 
shrubs and 10,000 aquatic plants.

According to the Town, a public information 
meeting about the rehabilitation project was held 
on February 24, 2021, where it heard from residents 
who said they’d like bird habitat to be protected, 
and requests to protect a community planting area 
and increase tobogganing safety (the Town noted it 
does not condone tobogganing in the area, but did 
create a “deceleration zone” at the bottom of a hill 
identified by residents).

Mayor Annette Groves said she’s excited to see 
the outcome of the project and thanked the commu-
nity for its patience during construction.

“This rehabilitated stormwater pond offers the 
community enhanced natural landscaping from the 
new plantings around the pond,” said Groves.

Ward 6 Councillor Cosimo Napoli attended the 
announcement of the project’s completion along-
side members of the Town’s engineering depart-
ment. Ryan Grodecki, the Town’s Manager of En-
gineering Capital Design and Construction, said the 
Columbia Way SWMP demonstrates the Town’s 
evolving understanding of stormwater manage-
ment best practices. 

“The pond’s rehabilitation is exemplary in that 
it not only provides flood control and water qual-
ity improvements but enhances the aesthetics of 
the natural area and supports local wildlife through 
bird and amphibian habitat features,” said Grodec-
ki. “The lessons learned throughout the design and 
construction processes will be carried forward by 
the team to inform future capital stormwater im-
provements.”

Earlier this year, the Town of Caledon received 
an award from the Lake Simcoe Region Conser-
vation Authority for its leadership in the field of 
stormwater management. Town of Caledon staff 
received the “Healthy Water Award” for holding 
stormwater management pond inspection and 
maintenance workshops for municipalities across 
the province.

Andrew Pearce, Caledon’s Director of Engineer-
ing Services, said stormwater is a critical Town ser-
vice that’s needed to protect our water.

Town completes rehabilitation of stormwater 
management pond in Bolton

Columbia Way
Stormwater

Management Pond first 
built in 1990s to provide 

flood control

BY ZACHARY ROMAN

The Town of Caledon has achieved a victory 
in its ongoing battle against trucking companies 
operating illegally in Town.

On November 9, the Ontario Superior Court 
of Justice charged a trucking company with il-
legal land use, handed out a court order for it to 
cease its illegal operations, and ordered it to pay 
a $30,000 fine.

The company in question, 6230 Mayfield 
Inc., pled guilty to Provincial Offences Act 
charges against them from the Town of Caledon. 
According to Ontario’s Business Registry, 6230 
Mayfield Inc. was incorporated in March 2016 
and its registered head office is in Brampton.

“In addition to the substantial fine, the order 
prohibits 6230 Mayfield Inc. from continuing 
to illegally use their property as a trucking de-
pot and orders they remove all illegal trucking 
equipment and imported fill by an agreed upon 
date,” reads a Town of Caledon media release.

The Town’s Director of Building and Munic-
ipal Law Enforcement, Mark Sraga, said illegal 
trucking operations negatively impact Caledon 
and court decisions like this one are a win.

“We share this win with owners and opera-
tors of legal trucking businesses in Caledon. We 
will continue to take legal action against those 
who defy the Town’s bylaws to ensure Caledon 
remains a fair and sustainable location for busi-
nesses,” said Sraga.

According to the Town, investigation into 
6230 Mayfield Inc.’s illegal land use began in 
June of 2020 when complaints of noise, debris, 
and property alteration in the Tullamore area — 
directly across from a residential neighbourhood 
— were brought to the Town. 

Mayor Annette Groves said the Town’s legal 
action against the company reinforces its com-
mitment to protect Caledon’s natural landscape, 
and protect community members from the im-
pacts of illegal trucking operations.

The Town’s media release notes residents are 
encouraged to help the Town fight illegal truck-
ing operations by reporting them when they see 
them. Residents who think illegal trucking ac-
tivity may be happening on a property are en-
couraged to share their concerns by dialing 3-1-
1 on their phone or emailing info@caledon.ca.

Trucking company 
operating illegally 
in Caledon hit with 

$30,000 fine

Dalia Al-Ali, Senior Project Manager, Stormwater Engineering; Ward 6 Councillor Cosimo Napoli; Cassie Schembri, Senior Project Manager, Stormwa-
ter Engineering; and Andrew Pearce, Director, Engineering Services, are pictured at the Columbia Way Stormwater Management Pond.

IMAGE COURTESY OF THE TOWN OF CALEDON

MISTLETOE MOUNTAIN

Friday, Dec 2 (4 - 9 pm)
Saturday, Dec 3 (12 - 9 pm)
Sunday, Dec 4 ( 12 - 9 pm)

Annual Christmas Market at Mount Alverno

T: (365) 200 2030
WWW.MOUNTALVERNO.COM 

20706 HEART LAKE RD, CALEDON ON L7K 2A2

• Artisan Vendors
• Live Entertainment 
• Holiday Workshops

• Festive Treats
• Photos with Santa

 Complimentary Entry 
Donations are Welcome

IN SUPPORT OFIN PARTNERSHIP WITH
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As tough as things get sometimes, I think it’s im-
portant to think about the really nice things we get 
to enjoy as human beings.

Many of our own personal “Kodak moments” 
are priceless.

We are all foodies and I think we were given 
senses to enjoy our meals. We were given our op-
posing thumbs mostly for culinary purposes, and 
opening those processed cheese slice wraps.

Our bodies are well designed machines and our 
taste buds are no exception. These small things lo-
cated primarily on the tongue give us our joy. The 
tongue contains between 2,000 and 8,000 taste 
buds, each of which are made up of 50 to 150 taste 
receptor cells. Taste receptor cells are responsible 
for reporting the sense of taste to the brain.

Scientists have learned that taste buds are able 
to detect every kind of taste quality – salty, sweet, 
bitter, and sour.

Judging by members of my own household, I 
think we can divide people into two main catego-
ries – salty or sweet. My eldest daughter and I love 
spices and a variety of flavours. We are willing to 
try almost anything. The other three in our brood 
love sweets – chocolate, donuts, cannolis, you 
name it!

Food is our one common ground, no matter how 
old you are or where you are from. Food brings 
people together like nothing else.

How many good memories do you have where 
food was involved?

Food is not only our go-to love, but it brings us 
back to our past –  those home-made meals only 
mom or grandma could make. It’s interesting that 
our brains can light up and recall in great detail, 
those amazing childhood dishes.

“So long as you have food in your mouth, you 
have solved all questions for the time being.” 
– Franz Kafka

I find it interesting, and strange, how our ancient 
ancestors first discovered certain edibles on this 
planet. Who was the first to yank a hot pepper from 
the ground, munch on it, and thought it was great? 
What person or group made the first meal out of 
oysters? Who thought grabbing a fungus off a tree 
would be a good idea?

We all have our favourites and even “essentials” 
in our home kitchens or when eating out.

I think a staple for many of us is cheese, or things 
that go hand in hand with cheese. Like pasta – spa-
ghetti, penne, rigatoni, shells, elbows, fettuccini...

Of course, the Italians elevated it and brought it to 

the world’s table. It’s noted that Marco Polo brought 
pasta to Italy after his exploration of the Far East in 
the 13th century, but pasta goes back as far as 3,000 
B.C.

Whether it’s Mac and Cheese or nonna’s special 
dish, how can you turn down a dish of pasta?

Don’t trust me, believe Sophia Loren who once 
said: “Everything you see I owe to spaghetti!” By 
the way, she also said it’s best if you inhale it like a 
vacuum cleaner!

I’m a cheese-lover and perhaps it’s due to my Eu-
ropean (German) heritage. My mom loved all kinds, 
the stinkier the better!

When I’m at an event, I head to the cheese table to 
see what special offerings are available.

I love watching TV shows about dishes from 
around the world and how they’re prepared.

Cheese is an amazing product and people in ev-
ery culture have their own brand and way of mak-
ing this staple. From mountain-top caves, to ancient 
cellars, there are cheese wheels all over the globe 
maturing as we speak.

No one knows when humans first made cheese, 
but archeologists believe it dates back 8,000 years. 
It’s likely it was done by accident, when milk cur-
dled and our ancestors thought it would be good on 
bread!

Who knew that useful microbes and molds, doing 
their thing, gives aged cheeses their distinctive and 
interesting flavors?

In a pandemic-era poll by the Parmigiano-Reg-
giano Consortium (the organization that guards the 
UNESCO-protected cheese like the Stanley Cup), it 
was found that Canadians can’t live without cheese.

When asked, “What food could you not live with-
out?” six in 10 Canadians chose cheese (59%). This 
topped a list that included favourites such as bread 
(56%), pasta (46%), pizza (45%) and burgers (37%). 
There are more than 1,800 different kinds of cheese 
varieties in the world. We produce more cheese 
than coffee, tobacco, tea, and cocoa beans com-
bined. Cheese is also the most stolen food item in 
the world!

The French have a different cheese for every day 
of the year.

Pule cheese is the world’s most expensive cheese 
and it comes from the milk of Balkan donkeys from 
Serbia. It’s valued at $600 per pound

Our ancestors sent their departed friends and 
relatives off to the next world with some es-
sentials. Most were tools, weapons or clothes. 
Not sure if any sent them with a cheese wheel. 
I can put cheese on just about everything –  bread, 
toast, French toast, on top of any meat, on an om-
elette and grated and sprinkled on everything!

Cheese goes with pretty much every known com-
fort food –  the aforementioned pasta and pizza; 
burgers; hot dogs; chili; in sandwiches; in quesadil-
las; on nachos; chunks in salad; mixed in sauces ...

I feel bad for those who don’t like it or are intol-
erant.

If I were King of France in the Middle Ages, I 
would say, “Let them eat cheese!”

Hot, cold, fresh or old, pasta, cheese and pizza 
were made to make humans smile.

When you’re down, order a pie. When you feel 
depressed, make pasta.

If you look in your fridge, chances are you’ll find 
some kind of cheese.

I’m with Sophia on this!

Our Readers Write

Thank goodness for that ooey, 
gooey, cheesy goodness!

As citizens we should be outraged by the undem-
ocratic nature of some of the proposed changes in 
Bill 23. 

It is as if every effort has been made to find and 
block any avenue a citizen might have to legitimate-
ly challenge ill-advised development:

1. The Planning Act will no longer require that the 
public is notified of proposed development.

2. The public will not have the right to appeal mu-
nicipal council decisions, only developers may do 
so.

3. The Ontario government will have the power 
to override municipal council decisions, change of-
ficial plans and impose development.

4. The Ontario Land Tribunal will have power to 
order an unsuccessful party (read citizens) to pay a 
successful party’s (read developer) costs. Previous-
ly, costs orders were based on egregious or frivolous 

behaviour, not on the outcome of a decision. 
5. The Ontario Land Tribunal will have expanded 

power to dismiss an appeal without a hearing.
At no point during the June election were Ontario 

voters told of these plans to disenfranchise them of a 
say in how their communities and neighbourhoods 
are to change, and at no time were they debated. 

Now, debate is being curtailed to an extreme 
extent by the government’s intention of rushing 
through the legislation – at a time when there is a 
hiatus at the Municipal level, with existing Councils 
departing and new Councils only just being sworn 
in. This is profoundly wrong. 

We should all urge the Ford government to find 
a better way.

LARRY FLINT
INGLEWOOD
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We should be “outraged” over Bill 23: Reader

by Mark Pavilons

Caledon Citizen

Riding the waves through
a digital washout

I don’t think it’s anything ground-breaking or 
controversial to say that, by and large, the gener-
al population doesn’t necessarily sit up and take 
notice of an issue unless it has directly impacted 
them or someone they love – or is threatening 
to do so.

Don’t misunderstand me; I’m well aware of 
the tireless people around us who work day in 
and day out for countless causes. They recog-
nize problems regardless of whether they have 
walked down that road themselves, and spend 
no end of energy brainstorming and executing 
solutions to the identified problems.

Not at all. Rather, the issues I am talking about 
are generally more political in nature.

Take, for instance, the results of the recent 
U.S. Midterm Elections.

In a country that is so bitterly divided at pres-
ent, with some of the freedoms we hold so dear 
in Canada always seeming to be on the chopping 
block down there in what we’re continually told 
is the “most important election in our lifetimes,” 
look at what the results of the election turned 
out to be.

While furious reaction to the U.S. Supreme 
Court’s decision to overturn Roe v. Wade may 
have prevented the so-called “Red Wave” that 
so many pundits had been predicting in the final 
days of the campaign, regardless of this or so 
many other nation-redefining issues that were 
essentially on the ballot, for many their vote 
simply came down to inflation.

Pocket book issues, again the issues that have 
the most immediate impact on the individual, are 
always going to be a key driver any time people 
go to the polls, but it’s not only an economic fac-
tor; even issues that are comparatively mundane 
but have a direct impact on our daily routine can 
capture the imagination.

In the latter half of last week, people were 
all atwitter (Don’t worry, for this pun, I’ll see 
myself out at the end of the column for anoth-
er week) over the endless cavalcade of drama 
coming out of the head office of a certain social 
media giant that was recently purchased by a bil-
lionaire.

After the initial bluster and bravado subsided, 
the realities of the new and unfamiliar business 
settled in upon the purchaser. Said purchaser’s 
execution of the decisions that followed illus-
trated that lack of familiarity with the business 
model they bought themselves and the building 
blocks of the company appeared to crack and 
come crashing down.

With a decimated workforce and cryptic 
clues trickling out of HQ, users settled in with 
a proverbial bag of popcorn to watch Twitter’s 
“death” in real time. Suddenly, the giant that was 
once heralded as a global public square – for bet-
ter or so, so, much worse – was more like the vil-
lain of the latest entry in a stalwart horror movie 
franchise: all the virtual townsfolk came out of 
their homes to watch the menace die.

How quickly the tides turn in a digital world.
But, as this was going on in the online realm, 

there was another development that is the complex 
network of our world – physical or electronically 
ephemeral – that was much more dire and conse-
quential.

As world leaders gathered in Egypt for the 
COP27 conference on climate change, Simon 
Kofe, a Minister of the Government of Tuvalu, a 
Commonwealth cousin, delivered a startling virtu-
al announcement.

Given that projections have the first nation to be 

irreparably impacted by rising sea levels as Tuvalu, 
the island nation’s government said they are taking 
the first steps “into the metaverse” to ensure their 
country and their culture lives on digitally when 
there is no longer land to call their own.

“As our land disappears, we have no choice 
but to become the world’s first digital nation,” 
said Kofe from a podium placed on a beach with 
water lapping nearby. “Our land, our ocean, our 
culture, are the most precious assets of our peo-
ple and to keep them safe from harm no matter 
what happens in the physical world we will move 
them to the Cloud. Islands like this won’t survive 
rapid temperature increases, rising sea levels, and 
droughts…so we’ll create them virtually. Piece by 
piece we’ll preserve our country, provide solace to 
our people, and remind our children and our grand-
children what our home once was.

“This is also a matter of sovereignty. We in 
Tuvalu are taking bold steps to ensure that our 
statehood and our maritime boundaries are perma-
nently maintained despite extreme land loss due 
to climate change and sea level rise. Our digital 
nation will provide an online presence that can re-
place our physical presence and allow us to con-
tinue to function as a state. We have been working 
on these initiatives for the past year, building our 
capacity to retain and preserve our nation and the 
unity of our people even as climate change spirals 
out of control.

“Global action must be taken to provide the best-
case scenario but we in the Pacific are planning and 
preparing for a worst-case scenario. We need to be 
able to secure our statehood, our maritime bound-
aries and our endowments, no matter what hap-
pens in the future. The world’s inaction has led our 
Pacific region to take greater action and forge our 
own path as leaders on the international stage, but 
our action alone cannot stop the current trajectory 
of climate change. Only considered global efforts 
can ensure that Tuvalu does not move permanent-
ly online and disappear forever from the physical 
plane.

“Our Tuvaluan culture dictates that we all must 
share responsibility for the global predicament 
caused by the climate crisis.”

As he called for the end of fossil fuel production 
and emissions, a hefty boost to financing loss and 
damage, as well as adaptation and mitigation mea-
sures, he pointed out that this is not just a Tuvaluan 
concern, but a global one.

“Without a global conscience and a global com-
mitment to our shared wellbeing, we may soon 
find the rest of the world joining us online as their 
lands disappear,” he concluded. “It has long been 
the time for action, but we have not stepped up to 
the challenge. We must start doing so today.”

That certainly puts the Twitter “death watch” 
into perspective. While there will always be a new, 
sexy social media platform to come along and fill 
up any sort of vacuum and, sadly, provide no end 
of echo chambers, there will not be another physi-
cal Tuvalu if action is not taken.

Nor will there be another physical Canada, that 
is a Canada as we know it today, in worst-case sce-
narios.

So, while phone-scrollers make contingency 
plans on where to continue following their friends, 
favourite celebs and influencers if the bluebird was 
found feet-up in the bottom of its cage the next 
morning, and our leader’s take a page out of Ne-
ro’s songbook, I guess the rest of us can start brain-
storming just what we would like to preserve for 
posterity in a digital Canada.

Let’s hope it doesn’t come to that.

BROCK WEIR
BROCK’S BANTER
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Pave paradise, put up a parking lot

We’re all complicit

If you are an urban dweller, you probably don’t 
give a whole lot of thought about rural areas, wet-
lands, fields, floods, and wildlife.

Most people tend to focus on things close to home.
There are, of course, many suburbanites who take 

a real interest in nature and the environment. After 
all, we all share it no matter where you live.

When people take over a land mass, you have to 
take care of it because you are interfering with the 
natural process that takes place when trees grow, riv-
ers flow, and turtles need a place to live.

The Conservation Authorities Act, in Ontario, was 
established in 1946, when it was realized that much 
of renewable natural resources of the province were 
in an unhealthy state as a result of poor land, water 
and forestry practices during the 1930s and 1940s.

When Hurricane Hazel ravaged the province in 
1954, it caused millions of dollars in damage as well 
as loss of life.

There are many dams and old mills across Ontario 
with an historic plaque that details how the dam was 
washed out during that storm.

I interviewed a local man who told me the story of 
coming out of his farm house as a kid, the day after 
the storm, and their entire lake had been drained. A 

friend of his family, downstream, spent two days in 
a tree waiting to be rescued.

That storm underscored the importance of the 
Conservation Authorities act to protect lives and 
property.

The provincial government’s proposed Bill 23 – 
called the More Homes Built Faster Act, calls for the 
building of 1.5 million more homes in Ontario over 
the next decade. That’s an ambitious goal, but is it 
good for the province?

Bill 23 raises some serious questions about where 
these houses will be built and the processes that are 
currently in place to keep development in check.

There are plans now to open up parts of the so 
called “greenbelt” to development. The greenbelt 
was put in place for a reason – to keep it green, and 
protect environmentally sensitive areas and farm 
land intact.

If the greenbelt was so important when it was cre-
ated, it must still be important today.

The Bill as proposed would undermine with Con-
servation Authorities’ ability to control interference 
with rivers, creeks, and wetlands.

It would also pretty much eliminate a municipal-
ity’s ability to have a say in its own growth, as it 

would remove requirements for public meetings on 
certain planning matters, and remove the people’s 
right to appeal planning decision.

The Ministry would have the power to override 
municipal planning decisions.

In short, the Bill would give developers a pretty 
free hand to build where they want, with little input 
from other sources including local government, res-
idents, and Conservation Authorities.

The Bill also has very little respect for designated 
heritage properties that my bulldozed to build anoth-
er 20 town homes jammed together like ant colonies.

The Bill will exempt developers from develop-
er’s charges, that municipalities use to meet critical 
infrastructure needs. This means they will have no 
real obligation to build the ‘affordable housing’ that 
people are calling for.

There’s a whole list of other considerations in this 
Bill that should be closely examined by the public.

We definitely have a housing problem in the prov-
ince right now. There are plenty of younger people 
who cannot buy a house in their own home town due 
to rising housing costs.

We can only fit so many people into the number 
of available houses, and yet the federal government 

is planning on bringing 
in over 400,000 immi-
grants over the course 
of a year.

Do the math here, 
and you can easily find 
the problem. People 
have to live somewhere, but being pushed out of 
your own hometown because too many people 
have moved the housing market above your abili-
ty to afford a home does not serve the public well.

Just building massive developments is not the 
solution – especially when the province is calling 
for “intensification” in a society that relies on au-
tomobiles. Whether you like it or not, automobiles 
are a necessity for most people across the prov-
ince.

New neighbourhoods are jammed with cars 
parked on the streets because when a family 
grows, so does its need to have more than one spot 
to park a car, even though you paid over $1 million 
for your home.

Bill 23 needs some serious opposition before 
the long-term effects are realized and we all pay 
the eventual price.

There are days when I truly feel sad for Caledon, 
a beautiful place indeed but overseen by a Provin-
cial government intent on destroying everything that 
makes it beautiful.

I feel sad because Caledon, a town of rolling hills, 
farmers’ fields and quaint villages and hamlets, ap-
pears to consistently vote for a party that wants 
nothing more than to pave over this little piece of 
paradise. Progress is one thing – a very necessary 
thing – but paving over previously protected lands 
isn’t progress; it’s potentially an environmental and 
socio-economic experiment “gone horribly wrong” 
and frankly Caledon, we’re all complicit.

It’s no secret that I occasionally rant about Mr. 
Ford in this space but he sits in the Provincial Legis-
lature, at least in part, because about 40% of the 40% 
who voted in the last election, voted for him and/or 
the PC party generally. That’s our neighbours, our 
friends and our family. He is also there because the 
rest of us couldn’t be bothered to vote in any kind of 
numbers that might have led to a different outcome. 
Shame on us for treating democracy with such fla-
grant disregard, only to complain about it now that 
the consequences are so clearly obvious. He might 
even be in office because some of us believed him 
when he said he wouldn’t pave over the greenbelt. 
More shame, this time for disregarding the publicly 
released “secret” recording of Mr. Ford as he told his 

business developer friends that he’d be opening up 
the greenbelt for development. Why did we collec-
tively give him the benefit of the doubt and assume 
he was lying to his friends and not us? We’re all com-
plicit.

Now, we find ourselves in the position of getting 
the government we deserve and we’re complicit. 
Collectively we need to assume at least some respon-
sibility for voting (or not voting) when we knew, 
deep down inside, what the potential consequences 
for Caledon would be. A highway to nowhere run-
ning smack dab through our hills, fields, forests and 
(at least formerly) environmentally protected wet-
lands. A highway that will cost billions in the name 
of getting trucks off our local roads, when improving 
the north/south routes that already exist - and cre-
ating connections via those routes to another high-
way that already exists – is not only better for the 
environment, it’s significantly less costly. But then…
not a single developer who currently owns any of 
the land closest to the proposed 413 will make any 
money. How did they know to invest in land purchas-
es? Sure, history sometimes rewards the risk takers 
and perhaps developers simply took a risk that these 
lands would “open up.” Generally speaking though, 
risk takers only take educated risks. Risks that are 
carefully researched, calculated and which promise 
a significant risk/reward ratio. We’re all complicit 

when we refuse to acknowledge what’s right in front 
of us, and when we can’t find the time to actively 
participate in preventing it.

It isn’t just the highway putting our greenbelt at 
risk, now also it is housing. Caledon has been told 
for years that growth is coming and we need to take 
a more active role in our own planning processes to 
ensure that growth is managed well. I get it. Caledon, 
as previously stated, is a beautiful place; the perfect 
blend of country, community and quaint, while still 
close to the city. But now Mr. Ford is telling us it’s 
perfectly ok to pave over significant portions of what 
makes us a great place to live, in the name of provid-
ing housing.

The real issue here is the unlikely reality that any 
of this housing will be affordable and that’s what is 
truly needed right now. Young adults have nowhere 
affordable to live and seniors have nowhere to down-
size but paving over paradise to build more monster 
homes that people commute to (necessitating more 
cars on the roads) is not the solution, it is only add-
ing to the problem. What we actually need are more 
infill housing projects that meet the specific needs of 
our changing demographics. An infill project might 
mean that a perfectly good piece of available land, 
in an accessible location, (and not on greenbelt land) 
is developed as a multi-unit dwelling. Such spaces 
exist across our community but once again we are all 

complicit in preventing 
positive progress. How? 
Because the minute 
someone uses the words 
“multi-unit dwelling,” 
or “affordable housing” 
that old acronym “Nim-
byism” rears its ugly head.

Sure, we all want our own children to have some 
place to live or our parents to be able to downsize, 
live comfortably and perhaps even walk to the lo-
cal pharmacy but an apartment building? Not in my 
backyard thank you very much. 

I would like to blame Mr. Ford for all of this and 
certainly when a developer buys a parcel of protect-
ed greenbelt land for $80 million dollars and mere 
weeks later that land is magically no longer part of the 
greenbelt, the blame game seems easy. The reality is 
however, that we all play a role in what’s happening 
locally. We want a nice family home - for some of us 
the bigger the better. We want to live in a nice place 
even if that means it becomes less so in the process. 
We want our children and seniors to “live, work and 
play” in Caledon but nope - we sure don’t want an 
apartment, condo or a townhouse in our backyard. 
Finally, when given the opportunity to protest either 
literally, or via our democratic right (and responsibil-
ity) to vote, we don’t. We’re all complicit. 

BRIAN LOCKHART 
FROM THE SECOND ROW

SHERALYN ROMAN
TALK CALEDON
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TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) ON  
1344 Bolton – Real People, Real Weight Loss 
is a non-profit group.  We meet weekly on 
Wed. evenings in the basement of Bolton 
United Church. Weigh-ins are 6:15-6:45  
followed by a meeting. The initial annual 
fee incl. a bi-monthly magazine and starter 
kit is $59, and monthly dues are only $15. 
If you have weight to lose and/or want to  
improve your health, we can help! We promote  
healthy eating and your first meeting is 
free. Come join us!  Now that the COVID19  
protocols are starting to ease, it’s a good time  
to make any necessary changes to your  
eating habits. For more information call  
Marion at 905-857-5191 or see www.tops.
org. Online memberships are also available.

The Bolton Al-Anon Group has recently moved 
the regular meeting location to the Bolton  
United Church at 8 Nancy Street (across 
from Bolton Post Office).  We still meet every  
Thursday at 8:30 pm. We welcome 
anyone who is/or has been affected 
by someone who has problem with 
alcohol.  If you have  any questions  
please come any Thursday evening or email: 
boltonalanon@gmail.com.

Open to all - Electric Vehicle Society Caledon 
Chapter meetings.  Come out to learn from  
the expertise of electric vehicle owners and  
enthusiasts about helping Canadians transition 
to electric transportation through education  
and advocacy.
Local meetings are held in the Southfields  
Community Centre Community Room on 
the third Thursdays of the month from 7pm-
9pm. Next Meeting Dates: November 17 & 
December 15.  Meetings are free.  For more 
info: https://evsociety.ca/caledon/ or email 
Kenneth.bokor@evsociety.ca

The last Toone Sale until 2023 is scheduled 
for Saturday, November 26 from 10 am 
to 1 pm in the President’s building at 
the Bolton Fairgrounds. Check it out at  
www.boltonkin.com/toonie-sale.

Friday November 25, 2022
Free Community Event on zoom hosted by 
Bolton United Church
Let’s Talk … Climate Change – see website 
for link www.boltonunitedchurch.com
6:30 pm Social Supper time (on zoom)
7 pm Guest Speaker Cristina Guido, Town 
of Caledon (on zoom)
For more info call 905-857-2615

This column is provided as a free public service to non-profit organizations to 
announce up-coming events. Please contact the Caledon Citizen by calling 
(905) 857-6626 if you wish to have an announcement published. 
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Continued from FRONT

CCS Director of Communications and Mar-
keting Donna Cragg said 2016 was the year 
in which Home for the Holidays became a 
full-blown upscale gala, a suggestion from 
then-Regional Councillor and CCS board 
member Johanna Downey.

Former Caledon Mayor Allan Thompson’s 
wife, Anne, chaired the gala committee for 
the first two years after the change, and Cragg 
said the new format was a runaway success.

Downey, alongside Stephen Julian, are the 
2022 gala’s honorary co-chairs.

The 2022 Home for the Holidays Gala will 
be the first to be held in person since 2019, as 
the 2020 and 2021 events were moved to a 
virtual format due to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic.

“It’s proving to be a very exciting year,” 
said Cragg, noting that maybe 10 tickets at 
most were available as of November 21 for 
the almost-sold out event. “We’re trending to-
wards the highest attendance in the history of 
the gala. It’s got live auctions, silent auctions, 
a deluxe antipasto bar, lovely meals, it should 
be really lovely.”

Frances Fripp, one of Canada’s only benefit 
auctioneer specialists, will be the auctioneer 
at the gala. She has many ties to the Caledon 
community, as she grew up in Caledon East 
and was a student at Macville Public School. 
Fripp graduated from the Canadian Auction 
College in 2008 and cut her teeth working 
at Bolton’s Ritchie Bros. Auctioneers. Since 
then, she’s assisted foundations and organi-
zations across Canada in raising millions of 
dollars in funds. 

Cragg said it’s phenomenal the way ticket 
sales have gone, and she thinks people are re-
ally excited to get back to events like the gala 
after two years of being stuck inside due to the 
pandemic.

The title sponsor for this year’s gala is Trib-
al Partners Inc., a large real estate developer. 
Cragg wanted to express CCS’ thanks to the 
company and all others who sponsored this 
year’s gala. Cragg said without volunteer gala 
committee members, and sponsors, the gala 
could not be the continuing success it is each 
year.

Education workers, government agree to a tentative contract
BY JAMES MATTHEWS
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Education workers and the provincial 
government agreed to a down-to-the-wire 
tentative agreement on November 20 that 
staved off a strike that was to kick off the 
next day.

Details of the tentative agreement are 
scarce. It’s been reported that the Canadi-
an Union of Public Employees secured a 
15 per cent wage increase for its members 
over the life of the four-year pact. That’s 
about a $1 per hour raise.

The union is taking the proposed con-
tract to its 55,000 members to vote to ac-
cept or refuse the deal.

Secretaries, clerks, computer techni-
cians, custodial and maintenance staff, 
and educational assistants represented by 
the CUPE walked off the job November 4 
in protest of Bill 28.

That legislation, the Keeping Students 
in Class Act, was designed to make a 
strike by CUPE members illegal. The pro-
vincial government used Section 33 of the 
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, 
called the Notwithstanding Clause. It was 
the first time any of Canada’s premiers 
used that clause.

The labour action was short-lived and 
picket lines were dismantled days later 
when the crowd at Queen’s Park agreed to 
repeal Bill 28 if negotiators for both sides 
would resume talking.

Fast forward to last week when the union 
threatened to hit the streets November 21 
if an agreement couldn’t be reached over 
the weekend.

The Upper Grand District School Board, 
which operates schools in Dufferin Coun-
ty, warned parents that schools would 
close and classes will be held online. Such 
arrangement was averted, thanks to the 
Hail Mary effort to bear fruit on the final 
day.

This is the first tentative agreement 
reached through the 2022 round of collec-
tive bargaining in the education sector.

Education Minister Stephen Lecce said 
the government’s focus throughout negoti-
ations with CUPE has always been to keep 
children in school.

“I am pleased to formally announce that 
the Crown, the Canadian Union of Public 
Employees (CUPE), and the school board 
trustee associations have reached a tenta-
tive agreement that keeps schools open so 
that kids can stay in class,” he said in a 
prepared statement.

“This is not a win for governments or 
education unions. It’s a win for Ontario 
families who finally have peace of mind 
knowing their children will remain in the 
classroom. After two and a half years of 
unprecedented disruptions, nothing mat-
ters more than stability in our schools. We 
are pleased to have reached a deal today 
that will make sure kids are in class catch-
ing up on their learning.”

CCS to host milestone 25th
annual Home for the Holidays 

gala

Caledon Community Services’ Home for the Holidays Gala will be held at the Royal Ambassador 
Event Centre again this year.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER!
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WE WISH YOU A HAPPY

AND A GREAT NEW YEAR!

Caledon Citizen

Carol book– 2022 –

Caledon Citizen 

Carol 
Book 
comes out 
December 1st!

Cheltenham artist takes pride in vibrant lawn art creations

BY ZACHARY ROMAN

It’s hard to miss Rod Smith’s house.
When driving north down Creditview 

Road, just before the big hill into Chel-
tenham’s village core, people are greeted 
by an eight-foot tall “Bumble” from the 
classic Christmas movie Rudolph the Red 
Nosed Reindeer.

It’s one of the many classic charac-
ters local artist Smith has fashioned into 
high-quality lawn art through a meticu-
lous process he perfected throughout the 
pandemic.

Rod Smith started
making lawn art when 

pandemic slowed down 
his other work

Smith had a successful career painting huge 
murals at shopping malls and on the side of 
buildings. After that, he switched careers; but 
when work slowed down due to the pandem-
ic, Smith knew it was time to pivot. He made 
his first few pieces of lawn art and posted 
them for sale on Facebook, and news of his 
work spread online and by word of mouth.

Soon, people were calling Smith to place 
orders, and he turned his lawn art side hustle 
into a full-fledged business: Krafty Moose 
Workshop. 

When Smith began creating his lawn art, 
he used plywood as the base. He explained 
there’s a lot of work involved, such as cut-
ting, sanding, and, of course, many coats of 
primer and paint.

When the pandemic caused lumber prices 
to skyrocket, Smith had to pivot once again 
and he began using Medium Density Fiber-
board (MBF) as a base. While it’s more ex-
pensive, Smith said it’s higher quality and 
better suited for outdoor use.

“I’ve done some tests, I left some plain 

stuff outside in the rain and all that, and it 
holds up wonderfully,” said Smith, adding 
he uses top of the line paints and lettering 
enamel to help the art last for years and 
years. “The colours are solid. Some colours 
are a bit more difficult, like reds and greens 
need at least four coats of paint to get them 
solid.”

Smith said because he has a lot of expe-
rience as an artist, he wanted his lawn art 
work to be at a different level of quality, 
where you can’t even see any brushstrokes.

While Smith gets lots of business from 
homeowners, he gets business from busi-
nesses too. He recalled a time when a busi-
ness in Collingwood bought a whole bunch 
of art at one time to use to decorate their 
float for the local Christmas parade. The 
company ended up winning first prize for 
their float, something that Smith was very 
proud to be a part of.

Smith will sell smaller lawn art in the four 
feet tall range for around $275. In the six-
foot range, prices are around $500 to $600, 

and in the eight-foot jumbo range, prices 
are around $750. Smith said he understands 
his work might not be in everyone’s budget 
and that he’s just trying to occupy the high-
end range of the market.

“There’s a lot of prep work involved and 
it’s not easy work. I get sore at the end of 
the day, I tend to make 10 or 15 of one 
character at a time,” said Smith. “I’m using 
the higher-end materials… with my years 
of experience, I’m trying to get everything 
perfect, colours and all.”

Smith has a workshop behind his house, 
and that’s where he makes each and every 
one of his lawn art characters. There’s fa-
mous ones like The Grinch, Santa and Ms. 
Claus, Darth Vader, Baby Yoda, Homer 
Simpson and Peter Griffin.

Smith does lawn art for both Halloween 
and Christmas, and he also takes on custom 
orders — he recently completed some work 
for a tattoo parlour, for example.

“One day, I will do a bunch of drawing to 
get all the designs drawn out. The next day, 
I will head out here to the front of my shop 
with my jigsaw, I’ll cut by hand and sand by 
hand,” said Smith. “After that, they’re all 
laid out on tables. All of the backs get two 
coats of water-based paint to seal the wood, 
and then two coats of oil to seal the wood, 
so you have a nice black background.”

Once that phase is complete, Smith will 
flip the wood over and apply three coats of 
white paint to the front so he has a bright 
and fresh surface to work on. Only then 
does he begin painting the characters.

“It’s going to look exactly how you’d see 
on TV or in comics,” said Smith, adding 
that he jokes with people he doesn’t cut 
corners unless it’s with his jigsaw. “Peo-
ple really do prefer something that’s hand-
made, as opposed to buying something on 
Amazon or at a big box store.”

Smith said he believes in supporting local 
businesses and that it’s a great feeling when 
he sees a piece of his art in the community.

He’s been in Cheltenham for about 15 
years and said he loves how close-knit it is.

Krafty Moose Workshop is online on 
Facebook and Instagram for those looking 
to learn more or reach out to Smith. 

“I love doing it. I put my earbuds on and 
listen to some great tunes while I work,” 
said Smith. “When you’re surrounded by all 
these characters, how can you not smile?”

Rod Smith stands among some of his lawn art characters outside his house in Cheltenham.			       PHOTO BY ZACHARY ROMAN
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BY ROBERT BELARDI 

The Caledon Admirals were the lone 
club to earn a victory in this week’s Cale-
don Hockey Update. 

The Admirals of the OJHL (Jr. A), de-
feated the Mississauga Chargers 6-4 last 
Thursday before falling 7-2 to the Toronto 
Patriots Saturday night. 

Against the Chargers, Admirals forward 
Dawson Hettiarachchi and Jake Barkley 
both recorded one goal and two assists.

Tyler Bortkiewicz recorded one goal and 
one assist in the game. 

Antonino Rizzo stopped 41 of 45 shots 
in the win. 

In the loss to the Patriots, Tanner Green-
wood and Owen Norman scored both of 
the Admirals’ goals. 

In the Greater Ontario Junior Hockey 
League (Jr. B), the Caledon Bombers suf-
fered two terrible losses in their week. 

The Bombers dropped their home game 
against the Cambridge Redhawks 6-3 be-
fore losing a tough 14-1 defeat on the road 
against the Kitchener-Waterloo Siskins. 

In the loss to the Redhawks, Brady Hunt-
er scored twice and Ethan Sharpe scored 
the club’s third goal of the game. Nathan 
Catalano and Ethan Finlason both record-
ed two assists each.

And finally, in the Provincial Junior 
Hockey League (Jr. C) the Caledon Gold-
en Hawks fell 4-1 to the Innisfil Spartans. 
The Golden Hawks, outshot their oppo-
nents 37-22 on the night. 

The Hawks could not capitalize on the 
man advantage despite having five chanc-
es. 

Lucien Williams had the lone goal for 
the boys. 

To keep up with all three clubs and their 
progress this season, please head to thep-
jhl.ca, gojhl.ca and ojhl.ca.

Caledon Hockey Update:
Admirals defeat Chargers again, other clubs lose 

OJHL all-star game coming back in the New Year 
BY ROBERT BELARDI 

The Ontario Junior Hockey League All-
Star Celebration is making its return in 
January. 

Presented by the Dairy Farmers of On-
tario, the two-day event set to take place 
January 13 and 14 will be held in Colling-
wood.

“We are a proud and long-time supporter 
of youth hockey and highlighting the bene-
fits of milk in a healthy and active lifestyle. 
We have partnered with the Ontario Hock-
ey Association, and through that with the 
OJHL for two years,” said Cheryl Smith, 
CEO of the Dairy Farmers of Ontario, in a 
statement.

“We are thrilled to showcase our com-
mitment to the league’s young athletes as 
this season’s presenting sponsor for the 
All-Star Celebration for the first time.”

On Friday, January 13, the league will 
begin their weekend with the OJHL Alum-
ni taking on the Collingwood Alumni at 
5:30 p.m. At 7:00 p.m. the skills competi-
tion will commence at Eddie Bush Arena in 
downtown Collingwood. 

The next day, the famous All-Star game 
will take place at 3:00 p.m. live on CHCH. 
At 7:30 p.m., the InStat Top Prospects 
Game will take place featuring up-and-
coming young talent in the league. 

Other events will also take place through-
out the day to fill any voids. 

“The OJHL is excited to bring the very 
best of the league to the community of 
Collingwood, on behalf of the OJHL I 
would like to thank all of the local orga-
nizers, volunteers, sponsors and supporters 

who are all working together to make this an 
event to remember. The two-day event is a cel-
ebration of the OJHL with a number of events 
for fans of the league to enjoy that will show-
case the past, present and future of the League 

of Choice,” said OJHL Commissioner Marty 
Savoy in a statement.

Selections will be made in the coming weeks. 
We’ll see if anyone hometown selections will 
be made.

BY ROBERT BELARDI 

The Canadian Premier League released 
a statement on Monday announcing the 
league’s Board of Governors have “unan-
imously” voted on the termination of FC 
Edmonton. 

In a shocking development earlier in the 
week, the league voted to remove Fath 
Sports Limited’s rights of owning and op-
erating the franchise. 

“I have made it clear since I became 
Commissioner that we need certain condi-
tions in each of our markets for our clubs 
to be successful on and off the field. Af-
ter careful review, these conditions sim-
ply didn’t exist at FC Edmonton, con-
sistently resulting in the smallest league 
average attendance, lowest revenue, and 
poor performance in the standings, de-
spite incremental league investment. The 
die-hard supporters and soccer community 
of Edmonton deserve better,” said Cana-
dian Premier League commissioner Mark 
Noonan said in a statement.

With FC Edmonton out of the Canadi-
an Premier League for the 2023 season, 
Noonan will not rule out the return of the 
club should certain conditions be met. 

The Canadian Premier League, an-
nounced at the beginning of November 
that Vancouver FC will the newest addi-
tion to the league. 

Noonan publicly thanked Tom and Dave 
Fath; owners of the club, for all of their 
services and their commitment to FC Ed-
monton. 

Former players from the club will either 
return to their parent clubs or will be up 
for selection by clubs around the league. 

“Let me be very clear: FC Edmonton 
is a unique, one-off situation, and is not 
at all reflective of the overall health and 
viability of the CPL. Building on record 
post-season crowds, exceptional corporate 
partnerships, increases in player compen-
sation, and with active expansion discus-
sions in no less than six prospective mar-
kets, I couldn’t be more optimistic about 
the future of the CPL and soccer in Canada 
as we head into our fifth season,” Noonan 
added. 

FC Edmonton finished with the worst re-
cord in the CPL last season with four wins, 
eight draws and 16 losses. 

Reports have come out from numerous 
fans, previous season ticket holders and 
former head coach Alan Koch, showing 
their distress and frustration regarding this 
news. 

The conclusion of the CPL season came 
at the beginning of October. 

Forge FC defeated Atlético Ottawa in the 
CPL Finals 2-0 to capture their third title 
in four years. 

Canadian Premier League unanimously
voted the removal of FC Edmonton Monday 
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Volunteers needed for outdoor community ice rinks across Caledon
BY ZACHARY ROMAN

Outdoor ice rinks are a winter staple in 
Canada.

The Town of Caledon has announced it 
is seeking volunteers to support ice rinks 
at various locations in the community.

Ice rink volunteers will be in charge of 
maintaining the ice surface at their chosen 
rink from January until March (weather 
dependent), and will communicate with 
the Town about the status of their rink 
throughout the season.

Jessica Stovin, Caledon’s Manager of 
Community Recreation, explained the 
outdoor rink program has been around for 
a long time but really took off during the 
pandemic.

The Town ran a few outdoor rinks during 
the pandemic, but has now switched back 
to its usual support role. That being said, 
the Town will still manage two outdoor 
ice rinks at the Caledon Centre for Rec-
reation and Wellness this winter, noted 
Stovin.

The Town’s support role in helping 
Caledon residents build and maintain ice 
rinks in their community includes the fol-
lowing: providing tarp for the rinks’ bas-
es, wood for the rinks’ frames, help build-
ing the rinks, ice maintenance education, 
and coordinating with local fire depart-
ments for the initial flooding of the rink.

Stovin explained there’s a lead volun-
teer at each outdoor community rink, who 
must be supported by at least six other 
volunteers. The volunteers provide daily 
rink inspection logs to the Town.

There are a number of communities 
which already have a team ready to build 
a rink, and those are: Inglewood, Alton, 
Valleywood, Mono Mills, Caledon Vil-
lage, Palgrave, and Humberview.

Interested parties can volunteer to help 
with those rinks, or if they do not see 
their community represented, can contact 
the Town of Caledon to begin the process 
of planning for a rink in their community.

Stovin said many community rinks 
have been established for many years 

 FILE PHOTO BY GLENN RODGER

and have a dedicated team of volunteers who 
keep them going year after year.

Betty Starr is a member of the Alton com-
munity who helps out with the administrative 
side of her community’s rink each year. Lo-
cated at the local ball diamond, it’s quite a 
big rink and because of its location, it’s able 
to be lit up at night. Starr was quick to give a 
big shout out to Alton resident Mike Weston, 
who she said has been flooding the commu-
nity rink for over 30 years.

Starr said after school and on weekends, 
the Alton rink is used by all kinds of commu-
nity members, from kids learning to skate to 
hockey players playing shinny.

“It’s nice to see that the kids have a place 
they can go (skating) that’s safe,” said Starr. 
“They used to skate on the ponds but you’d 
hate to see something happen. The ball dia-
mond (rink) is really nice and it’s safe.”

Those interested in volunteering or starting 
a rink are asked to contact the Town’s rec-
reation department by email at recreation@
caledon.ca by December 1.

BY PAULA BROWN
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Ontario SPCA Orangeville & Dis-
trict Animal Centre is encouraging the 
community to help animals in need this 
holiday season through an online action. 

The local SPCA announced the launch 
of their online holiday auction, Cold Nos-
es Warm Wishes, which looks to benefit 
animals in the community. 

“The Cold Noses Warm Wishes online 
auction is a great way to check a few 
gifts off your list while helping animals 
in our community who deserve a second 
chance,” said Dawn Lyons, manager of 
the Ontario SPCA Orangeville & District 
Animal Centre. “You might just find the 
perfect gift for that special someone on 
your holiday list, plus you can feel good 
knowing you’re changing the lives of ani-
mals in need.”

Participants will be able to get a head 

start on their holiday shopping and bid 
on items donated by local businesses and 
community members, while also helping 
local animals. Items in the online auction 
span from spa certificates to electron-
ic and one-of-a-kind creations. There is 
something for everyone including furry 
companions. 

As a registered charity, the Ontario 
SPCA Orangeville & District Animal Cen-
tre depends on generous donations to pro-
vide for animals in need. The Cold Noses 
Warm Wishes online holiday action will 
help raise critical funds to care for animals 
in the community from day-to-day care to 
adoptions. 

The online auction went live on Novem-
ber 23 at 9 a.m. and closes on December 
2 at 2 p.m.

For more information on Cold Noses 
Warm Wishes visit  www.ontariospca.ca/
orangeville  and follow the Orangeville 
SPCA on Facebook and Instagram.   

Local SPCA launches online holiday 
auction, “Cold Noses Warm Wishes”

CALEDON SENIORS CENTRE
FOR THE 55 PLUS

7 ROTARIAN WAY, BOLTON ON
OPEN  MON - FRI   8:30AM - 4:00PM

WEEKEND & EVENING PROGRAMS AVAILABLE 

BUILDING A BETTER FUTURE FOR SENIORS

ROTARY PLACE (MAIN OFFICE)

905-951-6114
SATELLITE LOCATIONS

905-586-6114
CALEDONSENIORS.CA

EXPANDING TO SERVE YOU BETTER.

DONATIONS WELCOMED.

CHARITABLE REGISTRATION # 

89221 6375 RR0002

CALEDON SENIORS CENTRE IS HIRING!
POSITIONS AVAILABLE:
SATELLITE COORDINATOR
PROGRAMMER POSITION
FITNESS INSTRUCTORS

For More Information call 

905.951.6114 or email 

caledonsenior@rogers.com

Have you had a great experience at a local business 
in the Bolton or Caledon area?

Tell us about it! Send your positive feedback to 
editor@caledoncitizen.com

and we will be sure to print your story!
By submitting your experience you’re giving us permission to print your name (no email address will be shared)

ADVERTISING 
LOCALLY works!

905.857.6626

CALL ERIN OR VICKI FOR MORE DETAILS.
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OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Mon. to Sat. & Holiday Mondays

473051 County Rd. 11, Orangeville
519-943-0101

NOW ACCEPTING EWASTE AT NO 
CHARGE WE BUYSCRAP METAL

Providing Internet service and 
support since 1994.

Get Connected. Contact us:
www.sentex.ca  888-4-sentex

AREA WIDE

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
HELP

WANTED
HELP

WANTED

• Electrical Assembler
• Propane Technician
• Highway Cargo 
   Tanker Repair
• Decal/ Wrap Specialist
• Licensed Mechanic 310T
• Bodyman
• General labour

• Welder – Fabricator
• Hydraulic Technician
• Assistant Shop Foreman
• Shipping & Receiving 
• Pluming Assembler
• Welder – Pipefitter

www.dependable.ca
Applying method: In Person at

275 Clarence Street, Brampton L6W 3R3

JOIN OUR TEAM
USED VEHICLES USED VEHICLESUSED VEHICLES USED VEHICLES HELP

WANTED
HELP

WANTED

NOW ACCEPTING EWASTE AT NO CHARGE. 
WE BUY SCRAP METAL.

CONDO FOR SALE

PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER!

ADVERTISING 
LOCALLY WORKS!

Call Debbie at 519-925-2832 for more info.

We are currently seeking 

NEWSPAPER CARRIERS 
to deliver once a week for the Orangeville 

Citizen & Shelburne Free Press on

WILLOW ST  •  MARIE ST

JELLY ST  •  CENTRE ST

JAMES ST  •  FIRST AVENUE

VICTORIA STREET  •  SIMON STREET

CALLINGCALLING
ALL ALL 
KIDS!KIDS!

Looking for 
EXPERIENCED NURSE 
in Diabetes for part-time 

to join new medical practice 
in Orangeville. 

Please call 
Mohsin Sam at 
647-229-2003 

or email at 
mohsinsam1971@yahoo.ca

BROMOUNT CONDO
Orangeville

(adjacent to Lord Dufferin Centre)
Large 2 bedroom unit, 6th floor
Beautiful sunny westerly view, 
A/C and underground parking.

Ideal for mature couple 
looking to downsize 

or rental investment property. 
Available immediately. 

$450,000 includes 
stove and fridge 

Call 519-939-1578

DRIVER WANTED!
1 day a week (Monday night). 

Must use own vehicle to drive to 
Mississauga  to collect bundles of 

newspapers & deliver to Dundalk offi ce.
Good fl at rate pay

Enquiries to: drowe@lpcmedia.ca

WHOLESALE MELANINE PANEL DISTRIBUTION 
company looking for positive, experienced, self-motivated, 

shipper / receivers and sales reps. Full time and 
part time hours available. 

Please inquire for more details.

Call Paul @ 416.984.0235 or email : paul@derosaandsons.com

WHOLESALE MELAMINE PANEL DISTRIBUTION
company looking for positive, experienced, self-motivated, 

DZ & AZ DRIVER & 
SHIPPER - RECEIVER
Call Paul 905-857-1243 • Email: paul@derosaandsons.com

HELP
WANTED

HELP
WANTED

HELP
WANTED

HELP
WANTED

FOR LEASE

Prime Downtown Corner Building 
Lower Level For Lease at 

109 Adeline St, Shelburne. 

1 room basement apartment. 
Excellent exposure and easy access. 
Mixed Use; Good for Commercial & 
Residental, or both, live and work. 

$1550/month or best offer. Parking, 
full 3 piece bathroom, 1 room with 
another large space. No kitchen. 
Seperate entrance. Many nearby 
amentities; restaurants, bars, coin 

laundry, schools, parks, services, etc. 
Please email:  

info@dhillonsinc.com

FOR LEASE
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CASH FOR SCRAP VEHI-
CLES. Scrap vehicles want-

ed, any size. No ownership 

required. Fast service, free 

towing, loose scrap removed. 

Also, cash paid on the spot. 

Call 905-859-0817 or 647-

227-3954. Open Sundays.

I PAY CASH FOR OLD 
VINTAGE TOYS, cups & 

saucers, antiques, jewellery, 

coins, glass & china, and 

old basement items. I buy 

Estates or if you’re thinking 

of downsizing call Joe 519-

889-0178.

WANTED – GENERAL 
HELP with MORNING 
DOG DUTIES. Looking for 
part-time, Monday-Friday 
8am-11am. Must be very 
comfortable with dogs. Du-
ties include: Feeding and 
playing with the dogs. Let-
ting dogs out for exercise. 
Cleaning dog areas. Must 
have a car. References 
are required. Location is 
Caledon East. Pay is $20/
hour. For more information, 
please send an email to 
dogadmin1@gmail.com.

BARTENDER for OR-
ANGEVILLE LEGION 
– Part-time. Wednesday – 
Saturday, 1:30 – 6:30 pm. 
Must have Smart Serve. 
Send resume to Attn: Bar-
ry Kimber:  barry.kimber@
sympatico.ca.

ABATE RABBIT PACK-
ERS Meat Processing 
Facility from Arthur imme-
diately requires 16 Whole-
sale and Retail Butchers 
with a minimum of 2 to 3 
years of direct hands on 
experience in meat cut-
ting and processing. Du-
ties include cutting and 
sectioning of meat, skin-
ning and removing blem-
ishes, deboning rabbits 
and chickens, cutting meat 
into specialized cuts and 
preparing for wholesale 
and retail sales. HS diplo-
ma or equivalent required. 
Positions offered are per-
manent full time and salary 
is $17.00/hr for 42.5 hrs/
week. OT after 44 hrs/week. 
Please apply in person at 
7597 Jones Baseline in 
Arthur, via email at joea@
abatepackers.com, via fax 
at 1-519-848-2793 or via 
phone at 1-519-848-2107.

CUB CADET STAGE 25 
SNOWBLOWER 28”. 
Lightly used, serviced by 
Larry’s Small Engines. 
$850.  Call 519-940-4698. 
m24 

REPAIRS, RESTORES, 
Jacks up, dismantles farm 
buildings, homes, cottages, 
roofing, siding, doors, win-
dows, beams posts, piers, 
foundations, concrete work, 
eavestroughing, deck, 
docks, sheds, fencing in-
stalled, replaced or fixed. 
Call Brian McCurdy 519-
986-1781.

DRY HARDWOOD – 2 
years SEASONED.  $460/
bush cord.  FREE delivery 
and Volume discount. Com-
plete Woodlot Manage-
ment. 519-986-2474.

ROM MASONRY – based 
in Nobleton. We do big 
or small jobs. Chimneys, 
window sills, walls, etc. All 
work guaranteed. Free es-
timates. Senior’s discount. 
Call Spencer 647-552-
0559.

HOUSE CLEANING 
SERVICES AVAILABLE 
for Shelburne, Orangeville 
and area. Bonded. Please 
call 519-803-0911.

The Lord Dufferin Chap-
ter IODE holds their meet-
ings at the Lord Dufferin 
Centre on the 4th Tuesday 
of every month. We are 
looking for women who 
would like to help in the 
Community. Call 519-941-
1865.

IF YOU WANT to keep 
drinking, that’s your busi-
ness. IF YOU WANT to 
stop drinking, that’s our 
business. Call Alcohol-
ics Anonymous Hot Line, 
1-866-715-0005. www.aan-
orthhaltonerin.org. 

DRUG PROBLEM? We’ve 
been there, we can help! 
Please refer to geor-
gianheartlandna.org for a 
complete list of Narcotics 
Anonymous meetings. 
Call anytime 519-215-
0761.  

ARE YOU A WOMAN 
living with abuse? For 
safety, emergency shel-
ter, and counselling call 
Family Transition Place, 
(519)941-HELP or 1-800-
265-9178. 

FOR INFORMATION 
regarding HEART and 
STROKE, call Dori Ebel 
(519)941-1865 or 1-800-
360-1557. 

IF YOU or a FAMILY MEM-
BER are struggling with 
gambling, Gamblers Anon-
ymous is there to HELP. 
Call: 1(855) 222-5542 or 
visit www.gatoronto.ca. 

ALZHEIMER SUPPORT 
GROUPS meet month-
ly for spousal & family 
support. Call (519) 941-
1221. 

LA LECHE LEAGUE Oran-
geville offers breastfeeding 
support. For more info call 
Erin at 519-943-0703.

OBITUARIES

AUCTIONS

OBITUARIES

Kevin Scott

McArthur - Bessey
Auctions

McArthur - BesseyMcArthur - BesseyMcArthur - BesseyMcArthur - Bessey
AuctionsAuctionsAuctionsAuctions

Farm, Livestock, Estate, Home & Business
Auctions with experience & consideration

Please contact us at
Kevin 519-942-0264 - Scott 519-843-5083

mcarthurbessey@gmail.com
www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur

Kevin Scott

McArthur - Bessey
Auctions

McArthur - BesseyMcArthur - BesseyMcArthur - BesseyMcArthur - Bessey
AuctionsAuctionsAuctionsAuctions

Farm, Livestock, Estate, Home & Business
Auctions with experience & consideration

Please contact us at
Kevin 519-942-0264 - Scott 519-843-5083

mcarthurbessey@gmail.com
www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur

BOOK YOUR SPRING SALE

VEHICLES
WANTED PLEASE 

RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER!

recycleplease
this paper!

ADVERTISING 
LOCALLY works!

905.857.6626

CALL ERIN OR 

VICKI FOR MORE 

DETAILS.

Have you had a great experience at a local business 
in the Bolton or Caledon area?

Tell us about it! Send your positive feedback to 
editor@caledoncitizen.com

and we will be sure to print your story!
By submitting your experience you’re giving us permission to print your name (no email address will be shared)
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Tell us about it! Send your positive feedback to 
editor@caledoncitizen.com
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By submitting your experience you’re giving us permission to print your name (no email address will be shared)
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“Beer, it’s the best damn  
drink in the world.”

Cheers to Jack Nicholson

HOCKLEYBEER.CA

Passed peacefully with family at his side on October 20th.
Husband, father, grandpa - Ron was born in November 1937 and was one of 2 brothers and a 
sister. His sister, the eldest, survives to this day. A troubled childhood saw my father and siblings 
placed into foster care at early ages with the boys being split from their sister and then together 
in and out of endless group homes. He believed it was God’s will that saw him living many of his 
influential teenage years with a deeply spiritual couple. We’re certain that time forged his belief in 
The Almighty – a belief that remained with him and provided calm in his final days. 
Dad met my mom Corrie in 1962. They married on Feb. 15th 1964. My dad’s last few years were 
difficult and she tended to him with love and devotion to the end. 
Standing at about 5.2 in a loafer, certainly not any towering figure of a man but in the last 40+ 
years we’ve called Shelburne home, there is to this day rarely a stretch of time that someone doesn’t remind 
me that “Wee” Ron was a larger than life figure to them; a respected member of the community and just an 
honest, positive, happy and infectious soul. Thought nothing of it then, but do now remembering that is 
was Ron many would ask for help or assistance in times of trouble or need. Those were times of a smaller 
community where you earned respect. 
To many of a generation or two younger than mine, the whistling, smiling man known as “Mr. IGA” for over twenty 
years was rarely ever without a sucker or balloon tucked in his front pocket. For kids of all ages, he spread happiness.
To all who sang with Ron over the years whether in barbershop or church – you gave him such great joy. To his many 
playing partners out on the course - few things he loved more other than his family. To all who called Ron friend – he 
would most assuredly tell you it was his privilege to have known you. 
They say some folks leave footprints on others. For those reading this who knew him, I expect there may still be a few 
on you. 
It was a life well lived.
Many thanks to the wonderful caregivers at Shelburne Residence and Dufferin Oaks. You make a difference and 
we’re grateful.

RONALD (RON) FAZACKERLEY 1937-2022
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FOR RENT

LARGE MASTER BED-
ROOM for rent in farm-
house on 200 acres. Has 
walk in closet, balcony, 
private en suite with double 
sinks, and Jacuzzi tub. Full 
use of luxury kitchen, with 
1 other person.  Beautiful 
setting Grand Valley, 15 
mins from Orangeville. Lots 
of parking off beaten track. 
No pets. Available Jan 15th, 
first and last required. Must 
see. Suit working couple. All 
inclusive except wifi. 
$1,000. 519 943 3297

1 BED  BASEMENT 
APARTMENT  for rent 
on William Street $725 In-
cludes 5x appliances Ideal 
for Single person or semi re-
tired.Parking for 1 car. NON 
smokers and NO PETS Call 
519 925 3635

FOR RENT

APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT IN SHELBURNE.
Starting at $950 per month 
inc. appliances and A/C. 
Parking, first and last and 
refs req. Call  647 527 4503
COTTAGES FOR RENT, 
booking now For  spring/ 
summer RENTALS   with an 
option to buy 519 925 6948

RENOVATED TOWN 
HOUSE, Shelburne, with 
bedroom for rent. Fully fur-
nished, shared washroom/
Kitchen. James st north 
opp foodland. Patio/deck/
parking. No pets. No smok-
ing. Suit single professional 
person. Available June 1st.   
Refs first /last req.$700 PER 
MONTH 905 877 1740 / 519 
217 5424

SERVICES

HANDYMAN. You need it, 
I can do it for a fair price.. 
Call Terry. 519 925 4310

FOR SALE

CONTRACTOR  RE-
PAIRS, restores, Jacks  up, 
dismantles Farm buildings, 
Homes, Cottages Roofing, 
Siding, Doors, Windows, 
Beams, Posts, Peers, Foun-
dations, Concretework. 
Eavestroughing, Decks, 
Docks, Sheds.Fencing In-
stalled or Replaced, or 
Fixed.  Call Brian Mc curdy 
519 986 1781

Classifieds
519.925.2832 • Fax: 519-925-5500 • email@shelburnefreepress.ca

Email, or call us for pricing. Classified cut-off time is 12 pm Tuesday

HELP WANTED

REMEMBER  
YOUR LOVED 

ONES IN 
A SPECIAL WAY 

IN  
MEMORIAMS 

$35 + HST FreePressShelburne

For all your
advertising needs in the

SHELBURNE AREA
call Debbie Freeman at

our Shelburne offi ce:

519-925-2832
 or 519-216-1021

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial 
company looking for young, enthusiastic sales representatives. 
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Think you can sell?

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
•  Tour groups of students through houses and apartments to rent them out for 

the annual rental campaign.
•  Plan, Prepare and Execute Advertising and Marketing Material for the annual rental campaign. 
•  Complete all necessary paperwork involved in lease signing and payment 

collection for newly rented units.
•  Work with all current tenants in completing necessary paperwork for renewal units 

EXPECTATIONS:
• Have a positive attitude 
• Willing to work hard and enjoy rewards in a team environment
• Willing to take chances and learn from your peers

DESIRED SKILLS & EXPERIENCE:
•  Sales Driven
•  Work well in results based environment 
•  Goal Oriented 
•  Great Personal Skills
•   Some Sales Skills Preferred but would be

willing to train the right candidate
•   Marketing and/or Communication 

education would be a great fi t

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

Let’s Talk.
EMAIL RESUME FOR CONSIDERATION: 
employment@londonprop.com

ADVERSTISING 
LOCALLY WORKS

FOR RENT

SHARED OFFICE TO RENT
Why pay high overheads! 

PRIME LOCATION ON 
MAIN STREET IN SHELBURNE
Suit accountant/realtor/lawyer etc. 

Share with media company
Clean, Renovated Office
Rent includes all utilities

Call 
519-925-2832 or 519-216-1021

MEMORIAM

ACROSS
1. Summer resort for kids
5. Actor Coleman, shortly
8. ____-service
12. “Cleopatra” menace
15. Concerto instrument
16. Before now
17. Transmission ending
18. Cartoon frame
19. Leading
20. It comes after pi
21. Kind of ray
22. “Assault ____ Queen”: 2 

wds.
23. “____ Daughter”
     (Stanwyck film)
24. Plume
26. Foot bones
28. Water mammal
30. Brown quickly
31. Cheesemaking ingredient

32. Put in order
34. Withered
35. Printer supply
37. Wine bottle
41. Suitor
42. Tailless rodent
45. Audio receiver
47. Visual
49. Flavor
50. Baby insect
52. Low grade
53. Gossiper, at times
56. Manner
57. Conductor’s colleague
59. Strange
61. Took off
62. Tribal medium
65. Geisha’s garb
68. Airshow maneuver
69. Stop
73. Modify

74. Daybreak
76. Boor
77. Steep flax
78. “The Ten
     Commandments,” e.g.
80. Race, as a motor
81. Ballerina’s short skirt
82. Wrestling surface
83. Gaunt
84. Chef’s sculpture
85. Auricular
86. Libation
87. Fidgety
88. Lair
89. Hereditary unit

DOWN
1. Small band
2. Astern
3. Somewhat wet
4. Pig’s enclosure

5. Venture
6. Shocked
7. Infant’s shoe
8. Grave
9. By any chance
10. Voided volley
11. Brotherly
12. Oak fruit
13. Smell, e.g.
14. Fold
24. Detached
25. Jack- or Jill-of-all-trades
27. Dill, formerly
29. Yawn-producing mood
31. “____ Window”
     (Hitchcock film)
33. Part of a circle
34. Petrify
35. Indian’s abode
36. Like a popular hot cereal
38. Poet’s black
39. Weird
40. Black
41. Physique, for short
43. Favorable trait
44. Liver paste
46. Moved speedily
48. Customers
51. Ammonia derivative
54. Facts, briefly
55. Zodiac sign
58. Gooey stuff
60. Gown trim
63. Dreadful
64. For each
65. Destiny
66. Utopian
67. Dull finish
68. Dalmatian pup
70. Crucial
71. Glossy fabric
72. Bring out
74. Emulate Estefan
75. Nykvist or Hedin
79. Tablet
81. Garb

X CROSSWORD
PUZZLE NO. 447

Copyright © 2008, Penny Press

CROSSWORD SOLUTION

Town of Shelburne 

SCHOOL CROSSING GUARDS 
NEEDED 

The Town of Shelburne will receive applications with 
resumes for relief crossing guard positions for the 

school season. You must be able to work school days, 
Monday to Friday at 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.

and 2:45 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

These times may vary based on 
location within Town.

We will be looking for permanent guards once 
the new subdivisions are occupied and first preference 

will be given to relief guards.
Current paygrade range is $18.69 - $21.25 per hour

Applications can be submitted to the attention 
of the undersigned.

Patti Hossie
Town of Shelburne

203 Main Street East
Shelburne, ON

L9V 3K7
phossie@shelburne.ca

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
CENTRE DUFFERIN RECREATION COMPLEX

Applications are being received for the positions of:
2020 Seasonal Summer Season-June through August

SUMMER CAMP HEAD COUNSELOR and 
SUMMER CAMP COUNSELOR

The CDRC Board of Management is seeking positive, team-oriented individuals to fill the 
above mentioned positions.  Under the direction of the Recreation Program Coordinator, the 
successful candidates will be involved in a diverse range of job activities to provide successful 
summer day camp programs. The successful candidates must be available to work scheduled 
weekday shifts and attend all scheduled staff meetings and training sessions prior to and 
during the summer season. The positions will require some physical requirements and requires 
strong interpersonal and communication skills in order to work well with other staff, children, 
volunteers, parents and the general public. A background in child supervision and recreation 
would be an asset.
Full details for all these positions including hours of work and wage ranges, are available on 
the Town of Shelburne website at www.shelburne.ca

Resumes for the Summer Camp Head Counselor and Summer Camp Counselor positions will 
be received until 3:00pm on Friday, January 24, 2020 by email or in person, addressed to:

Kim Fraser, Facility Administration Manager, Centre Dufferin Recreation Complex
200 Fiddle Park Lane, Shelburne, ON L9V 3C9  Email: kfraser@shelburne.ca

Please note position applying for on cover page.
We thank all applicants for their interest and advise that only those selected for an interview will be contacted

           Jelly 
    In loving memory of our 
         dear mom, Helen 
     and dear Grandma and 
         Grandpa Howard.

You are forever in our hearts,
where we hold many wonderful 

memories.
Miss you

Darlene, Debbie, Denise, Fred 
and Families.

AUCTIONS

KIDD FAMILY AUCTIONS      
COLLECTIBLES, ANTIQUES, COINS, MILITARIA, JEWELRY, VINTAGE TOYS!! 

LIVE & ON-LINE AUCTION, 
DATE: JAN 18TH 10 AM START. PREVIEW: FRI JAN 17TH FROM 3-6 PM. 

IF YOU CAN’T ATTEND IN PERSON BID WITH CONFIDENCE VIA 
WWW.ICOLLECTOR.COM

218 COLLINGWOOD ST, CREEMORE.  CREEMORE ARENA HALL.
Featuring many, great treasures from a large number of consignors.  Many thanks to all!! 

 Visit our website for PHOTOS AND MORE. 
Terms:  Cash, debit; chq, visa, MC. No buyer’s premium for live bidders. 5% fee for online 

bidders.   Do you have treasures that you’re ready to part with?  
Call, Text, or Email Anytime.  

WWW.KIDDFAMILYAUCTIONS.COM     
DENNIS@KIDDFAMILYAUCTIONS.COM          

519-938-7499

AUCTION SALE
For the Estate of the Late Don Arthur of 

Elliot Lake plus inclusions
Sale Held at Township of Amaranth Rec. Hall  

Em.#374028 6th Line Amaranth L9W 0M6
Directions: Come west of Laurel on 10 Sideroad of 
Amaranth (also Dufferin Cty. Rd. 10) for 1 mile to Line 6 
turn North.  The township Rec Hall is on left, Em.#374028
FRIDAY JANUARY 10TH AT 10:00 A.M.
Cars: 1966 Valiant Convertible 272V8, P.S. P.B auto, frame off 
restoration 20 years ago; mechanical good. (Don’s Pride & Joy); 
1961 Pontiac Parisienne 4dr. V8 auto, P.S. & P.B.; 1961 Corvair 
4dr. Std.trans. both run & drive; a large quantity of Snap on 
Tools; tool boxes; Blue Point; Mastercraft; Air guns; wrenches; 
Boxes of Dale Earnhardt collector toys; Snap-On tools; Good 
Wrench; Earnhardt pictures; Jewellery; Pocket Watches; Canada 
Silver dollars; US Silver Dollars CC; Native items, plus quantity 
of Marilyn Monroe items, etc. 
Terms: Cash or known cheque with proper ID only.  M/C, 
Visa & Interac; 10% Buyer’s Premium.  Neither the owner nor 
Auctioneer will be responsible for accident or property loss.
Note: Full list on www.theauctionadvertiser.com/RSevern, 
www.auctionsontario.ca, & www.severnauctions.wixsite.com/severn

Bob Severn Auctioneer
Shelburne 519-925-2091

BIRTHDAYS

HAPPY 80TH BIRTHDAY

GEORGE 
NEAL

Please join us to celebrate 
George’s 80th birthday!

A come and go afternoon 
1 to 4 pm Saturday, 
February 1st at the 

Shelburne Curling Club.

Your presence is a gift to him.

WANTED TO BUY

GENERAL HELP
WANTED

ARTICLES 
FOR SALE

FIREWOOD

RESIDENTIAL  
SERVICES & REPAIRS

CLEANING 
SERVICES

SERVICES

ADVERTISING
 LOCALLY 
WORKS!

When you buy from a small business 
you’re not helping a C.E.O buy a 

3rd holiday home, you are helping a little 
girl get dance lessons, a little boy get his 
team jersey, a mom or dad put food on 

the table, a family pay a mortgage 
or a student pay for college.

Thanks for shopping local!

SERVICES

PLEASE 
RECYCLE 

THIS NEWSPAPER!
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Don’t like doing your books?
We offer comprehensive bookkeeping services, so 
you can concentrate on what you do best!

Located in FEVERSHAM
Tel: 705-444-4674   Email: susan@mullinbookkeeping.ca

Tel: 705-444-4674   Email: susan@mullinbookkeeping.ca or info@mullinbookkeeping.ca

Don’t like doing your books?
We offer comprehensive bookkeeping services, so 
you can concentrate on what you do best!

Located in FEVERSHAM
Tel: 705-444-4674   Email: susan@mullinbookkeeping.ca

Don’t like 
doing your 

books?
Serving clients in Feversham and surrounding areas

We offer comprehensive bookkeeping 
services, so you can concentrate on 

what you do best!

ARBORISTS

BOOKKEEPING

Have you had a great experience at a local business 
in the Bolton or Caledon area?

Tell us about it! Send your positive feedback to 
editor@caledoncitizen.com

and we will be sure to print your story!
By submitting your experience you’re giving us permission to print your name (no email address will be shared)

ADVERTISING 
LOCALLY works!

905.857.6626

CALL ERIN OR VICKI FOR MORE DETAILS.

ADVERTISING 
LOCALLY works!

905.857.6626

CALL ERIN OR 

VICKI FOR MORE 

DETAILS.

Have you had a great experience at a local business 
in the Bolton or Caledon area?

Tell us about it! Send your positive feedback to 
editor@caledoncitizen.com

and we will be sure to print your story!
By submitting your experience you’re giving us permission to print your name (no email address will be shared)

905.857.6626

519.941.2230

GARAGE DOOR
EXPERTS

GARAGE DOORS

519-942-1956 • 1-800-957-5865  
www.allmontdoors.com

Visit our showroom at  
48 Centennial Road, Unit #20, Orangeville

Every detail guaranteed.

GARAGE DOORS

FLOORING

DISPOSAL SERVICES

CONTRACTING

CLEANING

Teggart Contracting Inc. 
& Tree Services

info@tcincorporated.com     647-274-8174
www.tcincorporated.com

Excavating, land clearing demolition & project 
management contractor serving the GTA

When you buy from a small business 
you’re not helping a C.E.O buy a 

3rd holiday home, you are helping a little 
girl get dance lessons, a little boy get his 
team jersey, a mom or dad put food on 

the table, a family pay a mortgage 
or a student pay for college.

Thanks for shopping local!

Quality Trim 
& Flooring

2.19/ft
Wholesale price

416-677-7555
Renovations – Washrooms, Kitchens, Lower Levels

Hardwood, Refinishing
Hardwood, Laminate,

Stairs, Carpet, Tiles, Granite
Sales • Installation • Repairs(647) 907-7470

www.pearlknstructions.com
1153 Canal Rd, Bradford ON

Terry Sullivan, BSc (Agr), CFP

Providing comprehensive financial planning and independent 
investment and insurance advice to families and businesses.

Trevor Pugh, BSc (Eng), CFP
Jennifer Roblin, CPA, CGA

888-820-9426 • info@starviewfinancial.com
starviewfinancial.com

519-941-4813

starviewfinancial.com

keybase.com

@starviewfinancial @starviewfa

Keybase Financial Group 
is a mutual fund dealer
regulated by the MFDA

FINANCIAL SERVICES

F W JOHNSON
Chartered Professional Accountant

ORGANIZING

MJ PAINTING
MWILAJERRY@GMAIL.COM • 647.985.8071

SERVICES
• HOUSE PAINTING  
 SERVICES
• FLOORING  
 INSTALLATION 
• BASE BOARD/  
 TRIM INSTALLATION 
• REPLACE TOILETS 
• TV MOUNTING
• FENCE REPAIR
• SHED BUILDING

COPPERTONE
LTDPaving

ORANGEVILLE

Complete Paving Service
Asphalt Sealing
Asphalt Paving
Free Estimates
Grading & Excavating
Interlock
Snow Removal

519-941-4246 

Specialists in driveway &
parking lot paving

Locally Owned
& Operated
Duane Breese
Fax (519) 943-1025HANDYMAN SERVICES

PAVING SERVICES

COMMERCIAL •  INDUSTRIAL •  RESIDENTIAL 
905-303-5503 1-877-303-5503

charlie spano
14-3650 langstaff rd., 
suite 344, woodbridge

charlie.spano@yahoo.ca www.spanopavingltd.com

Need help organizing your space? 

Need help packing or unpacking?

Closets � Offices � Bedrooms � Basements

Garages � Kitchens � and More!

416-902-3041 • lexie_0798@hotmail.com •        organizedbylexie

Our Services:  OFFICE • MEDICAL • DAYCARE   
                       COMMERCIAL • JANITORIAL

647 333 3760
FREE 
ESTIMATE

Call for a

topmaxcleaning.com

ELECTRICAL

LANDSCAPE / GARDEN
KEN-MAINTAIN
FOR ALL YOUR OUTDOOR 
MAINTENANCE

Lawns, gardens and snow

519-288-5787
ken-maintain@bell.net
www.ken-maintain.ca

KEN 
HUNT

HONEYCHURCH

647.302.6246

LAWN, GARDENS 
AND SNOW 
CALL OR TEXT

MORTGAGE AGENT

Carol Freeman
Mortgage Broker

FOREST CITY FUNDING Lic # 10671
211 MAIN ST E, SHELBURNE, ON  L9V 3K4 

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

519-925-6700 X102 
CELL: 519-938-6518 

FAX: 519-925-6800
cfreeman@dominionlending.ca

WWW.CAROLFREEMAN.CA

519-925-6700
CELL: 519-938-6518

thefreemanmortgagegroup@gmail.com

www.carolfreeman.ca

VALKO FINANCIAL LTD.  Lic : 13047 211 Main St. E, Shelburne, ON • L9V 3K4
Independently Owned & Operated
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WATER WELLS

519-878-4761

FREE QUOTE

www.godontreecare.com
godontreecare@gmail.com

Tree Removal
Stump Grinding
Tree, shrub, 
and hedge pruning
Full clean up 
and disposal
Fully Insured
Free Wood and 
Free Wood chips 

TREE SERVICES

TRANSPORTATION

Specialized Transportation Professionals
Flatbeds    Drop Decks    Roll Tight Trailers    Float Service

  Reefer Service      Oversize Load Service

For Your Transportation Needs 
Email: chris@sstransport.ca

SKYLIGHTS

WE FIX SKYLIGHTS!

www.brightskylights.ca

Call Joe at any time
416-705-8635 

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof -
   Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

brightskylights@gmail.com

Call Joe to check 
your skylights 
this winter!

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof-Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

416.705.8635

WE FIX SKYLIGHTS

ADVERTISING LOCALLY WORKS!

SEPTIC

ROOFING

SECURITY

519-217-3528 
www.robertsroofinginc.ca
Headwaters Region • inforobertsroofing@gmail.com

PLUMBING

ROOFING

905-757
ROOF
( 7 6 6 3 )

Avai l abl e for  Fal l  2022

Serving the Caledon, Orangeville, 
New Tecumseth & King City areas

Have you had a great experience at a local business 
in the Bolton or Caledon area?

Tell us about it! Send your positive feedback to 
editor@caledoncitizen.com

and we will be sure to print your story!
By submitting your experience you’re giving us permission to print your name (no email address will be shared)

ADVERTISING 
LOCALLY works!

905.857.6626

CALL ERIN OR VICKI FOR MORE DETAILS.

ADVERTISING 
LOCALLY works!

905.857.6626

CALL ERIN OR 

VICKI FOR MORE 

DETAILS.

Have you had a great experience at a local business 
in the Bolton or Caledon area?

Tell us about it! Send your positive feedback to 
editor@caledoncitizen.com

and we will be sure to print your story!
By submitting your experience you’re giving us permission to print your name (no email address will be shared)

905.857.6626

519.941.2230

IMPAIRED CHARGES

Continued from Page 4

“On November 12, 2022, 
at approximately 12:08 a.m., 
Caledon OPP was alerted of 
a single motor vehicle colli-
sion on Airport Road, near Old 
School Road. Officers respond-
ed and located the vehicle on 
its side.  Since officers suspect-
ed the driver’s abilities to be 
impaired, a breath sample into 
an Approved Screening De-
vice (ADS) was requested.  As 
a result, the accused was ar-
rested for impaired operation 
and transported to the Caledon 
OPP Detachment where further 
breath tests were conducted.”

Vishavranjit Kler, 29, of Cale-
don East, was charged with:

•	 Operation while im-
paired - blood alcohol 
concentration (80 plus)

“On November 13, 2022, at 
approximately 1:53 a.m., offi-
cers responded to a vehicle into 
the ditch on Mayfield Road, near 
Heritage Road. Once on scene, 
officers formed grounds that the 
driver’s abilities were impaired 
and affected an arrest. The driv-
er was transported to the Cale-
don OPP Detachment where 
breath tests were conducted.”

As a result, Ravi Tamaku-
wala, 25, of Brampton, was 
charged with:

•	 Operation while im-
paired - blood alcohol 
concentration (80 plus)

•	 Operation while im-
paired - alcohol

“In the same early hours of 
November 13, 2022, at approxi-

mately 2:48 a.m., an officer was 
conducting a proactive patrol 
on Mayfield Road. At that time, 
near McLaughlin Road, the of-
ficers observed a vehicle being 
operated in an unsafe man-
ner. A traffic stop was initiated 
to speak to the driver. Grounds 
were formed to arrest the driv-
er for impaired operation, who 
was subsequently transported to 
the Caledon OPP Detachment 
where breath tests were con-
ducted.”

Fabian Brissett, 45, of Bramp-
ton, was charged with:

•	 Operation while im-
paired - blood alcohol 
concentration (80 plus)

•	 Operation while im-
paired - alcohol

All four vehicles from the 
four incidents were impounded 
for a period of seven days, and 
the driver’s licences were sus-
pended for 90 days.  The four 
accused are scheduled to appear 
at the Ontario Court of Justice 
in Orangeville on January 26, 
2023, to answer to the charges.

The charges have not been 
proven.

Caledon OPP has also con-
ducted a number of R.I.D.E. 
spot checks through the week-
end. On November 18, 2022, a 
35-year-old from Caledon and 
a 20-year-old from Brampton 
were both issued a three-day li-
cence suspension as part of their 
penalty for registering a Blood 
Alcohol Concentration (BAC) 
in the “Warn Range, which is 
between 0.05 and 0.079.

More information on the con-
sequences of impaired driving 
is available at: www.ontario.ca/
page/impaired-driving 

Continued from FRONT

Chiappetta, EcoCaledon’s co-
chair, noted another big part of 
Bill 23 would be the elimination 
of development charges. These are 
fees that municipalities can require 
developers to pay in order to build 
parks and infrastructure to service 
their developments.

She added that the government 
is looking to get rid of the green 
development standards that many 
municipalities have been working 
diligently towards implementing. 
She noted that green development 
standards often cover affordability 
as well, and said the two go hand 
in hand. Chiappetta is worried that 
without green development stan-
dards, municipalities won’t be able 
to hold developers accountable to 
build the types of housing that are 
actually needed.

A Government of Ontario press 
release states the Bill will help 
achieve the following goals which 
will help get “more homes built 
faster”: building more homes near 
transit; supporting affordable and 
rental housing; freezing, reducing, 
and exempting fees for attainable, 
affordable, and non-profit hous-
ing; streamlining bureaucratic 
processes; improving the Ontario 
Land Tribunal; cracking down on 

speculation; and more.
However, critics such as Eco-

Caledon, say Bill 23 will do 
nothing but tear up the greenbelt, 
encourage sprawl, and benefit de-
velopers. Chiappetta explained 
that on November 21, a coali-
tion of over 125 groups including 
farmers, housing advocates, ur-
ban planners, environmentalists 
and community groups united to 
release a seven-page statement in 
firm opposition of Bill 23. 

“The government’s scheme will 
not create more housing or im-
prove affordability but will su-
percharge expensive and wasteful 
urban sprawl, undermine environ-
mental protection, threaten farm-
ers, prevent the transformation of 
existing sprawl communities into 
climate resilient communities and 
transfer money from taxpayers to 
land speculators and developers,” 
said the Coalition in a statement. 

Max Hansgen, President of the 
National Farmers’ Union — On-
tario, was quoted in the statement 
and said the proposal to remove 
farmland from the greenbelt will 
both harm farmers and reduce their 
ability to supply Ontarians with 
the food they need. 

“These proposed actions would 
also take away farmers’ rights to 

appeal development decisions that 
could harm their land and farm 
businesses and would make it 
much easier for land speculators 
to turn irreplaceable farmland into 
unsustainable urban sprawl,” said 
Hansgen.

Chiappetta said there’s already 
enough land designated for devel-
opment in Ontario, and that even 
after that there’s whitebelt land 
that could be potentially designat-
ed for development.

“So, why are we jumping already 
to [planning to] opening up 7,400 
acres of our greenbelt?” she asked.

Doug Ford and the provincial 
government had promised in the 
past to not touch the greenbelt.

O’Reilly said he’s hoping for a 
good turnout at the November 25 
protest, and said another action in-
terested people can take is to call 
or email Jones’ office to let her 
know their opposition to Bill 23. 
EcoCaledon is hoping to see sup-
port from members of Caledon’s 
recently sworn in Council at the 
November 25 protest.

Since the protest will be held in 
Orangeville, de Groot said Eco-
Caledon is looking forward to uni-
ty from community members and 
groups from both Dufferin and 
Caledon at the protest.

“Lack of local democracy”
Protest planned against
province’s Bill 23
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